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TRANS-MISSISSIPPI MIASMAS: HOW MALARIA & YELLOW
FEVER SHAPED THE COURSE OF THE
CIVIL WAR IN THE CONFEDERACY'S WESTERN THEATER
By Andrew McIhvaine Bell
By the autumn of 1862, Sabine City was arguably the most important
Confederate seaport in Texas. Situated on a peninsula in the easternmost part
of the state that separates Sabine Lake and a river of the same name from the
Gulf of Mexico, the town had been transfonned by the Civil War from a sleepy
frontier entrcpot with one hotel, newspaper, and sawmill into a magnet for
bands of smugglers and speculators who ran cotton, weapons, and other supplies between the Confederacy and the Caribbean. The U.S. Navy had only
recently begun blockading the Texas coast and had most of its ships patrolling
the waters around Galveston, the state's biggest port city at the time. Sabine,
with its close proximity to the Gulf and a railroad line that ran into the Texas
interior, became the next best option for blockade runners anxious to avoid
entanglements with Union gunboats. Admiral David Farragut, the genius
behind the North's capture of New Orleans, realized that his fleet could not
stop the illicit trade without controlling the cities that offered smugglers safe
harbor. When he encouraged his commanders to take initiative and seize these
port cities wherever possible, forty-one-year-old Frederick W. Crocker, a former whaler from Massachusetts who had sailed around the world beforc he
joined the Navy, decided to attack Sabine City. I
At the fort protecting the city, Confederate Major Josephus Irvine had a
battle on his hands even before Crocker's boats showed up. The previous July,
a British blockade runner had arrived at the city's docks from the Gulf and disgorged along with its smuggled cargo the virus which causes yellow fever, one
of the most feared diseases of the nineteenth century. By September, a fullblown epidemic was undenvay in Sabine with between three and six new
cases appearing 'every 24 hours.' Panicked residents and soldiers alike evacuated the town. Those who fled to Houston and Beaumont were quarantined
on the outskirts of both cities as Confederate authorities fretted about the possibility that the outbreak might spread. Mrs. Otis McGaffey lived in Sabine at
the time and in later years recalled how her family's suffering was compounded by the egregious incompetence of local doctors: "[They] seemed to
know littlc if anything about trealing the patients, some getting drunk, and useless (as they were afraid of it) [;] others not knowing what to do." The
McGaffeys flcd to nearby Weiss' Bluff, but were turned away by neighbors
who were afraid of contracting the disease. The Confederate force guarding
Sabine dropped from about 1,800 troops to fewer than eighty. By the last week
of September, Crocker's squadron, consisting of three vessels-the
Kensington, the Rachel Seaman, and the Henry Janes·--arrived and opened
fire on the fort. Irvine, realizing his position was untenable, ordered the guns
Andrew Mcllwaine Bell is an t.m,istllnt professnr of hiSTory at the UniTed STares Coast Guard
AWi/em}. His hook on disease during the Civil War. Mosquito Soldiers, will he published next
year by LSU Pre.~s.
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spiked and withdrew his forces by eight o'clock on the morning of September
25, 1862.~
Crocker soon realized his enemies had retreated and went ashore to raise
the Stars and Stripes over Fort Sabine. Onc of his subordinates, Lewis
Pennington, who commanded the Hemy Janes and had once lived in Sabine,
entered the city and learned from the few dozen residents left that yellow fever
had killed "nearly one-half of the population" (including the town's mayor)
and that the disease had forced several hundred rebel troops to withdraw to
nearby Beaumont. Pennington and Crocker were shocked to find the dreaded
"scourge of the South" raging in Sabine and kept their men "close to their
hoats" as much as possible during the brief occupation, only sending them
ashore to perfonn necessary tasks like capturing a family of Confederate spies
and burning the town's railroad depot. Thirty mil es away in Beaumont, the
Confederates in Elmore's Twentieth Texas Regiment, who had been sent as
reinforcements to drive the Yankees out of Sabine. were terrified at the
prospect of entering an area plagued by yellow fever. The lieutenant-colonel
in charge of the regiment raised such a ruckus about the danger of the disease
that he was ordered not to mention the phrase "yenow fever" in the presence
of his superior officer. With no one to challenge their landing at Sabine, the
federals moved into Taylor's Bayou, tcn miles away, and fired a railroad
bridge, which was saved temporarily by an alert Confederate private who
doused the flames, though Union troops later returned to destroy it. Crocker's
forces continued to operate with impunity for another month, capturing prisoners and burning blockade runners, before rumors of a massive Confederate
attack unnerved Union commanders who resumed their blockading duties and
allowed the forts along the Texas coast to fall back under Southern control..1
Crocker's bloodless conquest of Sabine was made possible by the swarms
of Aedes aeg;.pti mosquitoes that inhabited the city. Unbeknownst to
Antebellum physicians, yellow fever was being transmitted from person to
person by these insects, which lay their eggs in hollow logs and artificial
receptacles containing fresh water. Filthy Southern cities offered nearly limitless incubation pools for Aedes aeKypti eggs in the fonn of horse troughs, barrels. clogged gutters, and trash in the streets filled with rainwater. Winter frosts
limited the activity of the mosquito and prevented yellow fever from ever
becoming endemic in North America, but the virus was continually reintroduced by cargo ships arriving from the Caribbean where it existed year-round.
A single infected sailor or mosquito on board could spread yellow fever to the
local Aedes aeglrpfi population and cause widespread misery and death!
The disease created a level of physical and emotional suffering that can
scarcely be imagined today. Victims in the advanced stages of an infection
bled from the nose and mouth, suffered excruciating headaches, fever, jaundice and, worst of all, vomited a substance resembling coffee grounds (halfdigested blood) caused by internal hemorrhaging, which was a tell-tale sign of
the virus. Case fatality rates during epidemics ranged from fifteen to over fifty
percent, but those who survived acquired lifetime immunity. Nineteenth-century Americans lived in fear of the disease they called the "scourge of the
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South" and public panics often followed the first sign of an outbreak. 5
But thi& scourge was not the only mosquito-home disease that threatened
the heaHh of soldiers and civilians living in the Confederate west. Malaria, a
parasite transmitted by the anopheles mosquito, was a far more common ailment in the region. Symptoms of the disease included chills, shakes, nausea,
headache, an enlarged &pleen, and a fever that spikes every one to three days
depending on the type of malaria and its parasitic cycle. Of the four types of
malaria that infect human beings -plasmodium malariae, plasmodium ovale,
plasmodium viva"t, and plasmodium .!iJlciparum-only the latter two strains
were once major prohlems in the United States. P viva.x rarely proved fatal to
its victims. hut I). falciparum W3S often deadly.1i
Nineteenth-century physicians categorized malaria according to how
otten fever spikes or "paroxysms" occurred. A "quotidian" fever appeared
once every twenty-four hours, a "tertian" every forty-eight, and a "quartan"
every seventy-two. Plasmodium vivax was commonly referred to as "intelmittent fever," "ague," "dumb ague," or "chill-fever," while plasmodium falciparum was known as "congestive fever," "malignant fever,'" or "pernicious
malaria" because of its lethal effect."
Physicians differed over what caused malaria for most of the nineteenth
century. Endless theories circulated in medical journals or were discussed at
conventions at a time when medicine was more ali than science. Some practitioners, perhaps a majority, believed decomposing animals and plants produced the noxious "miasmas" that poisoned the air and sickened their patients;
others thought electrical charges in the ozone caused the dreaded malady. Still
others rejected the "bad air" theory all together and instead blamed excess
hydro-carbons in the blood. No one suspected that the tiny insects whose
omnipresence seemed perfectly natural and non-threatening were responsible
for the fevers that mysteriously appeared during the warmer months.'
As settlers cleared virgin forests to make way for the cotton famls that
drove the antebellum southern economy, they inadvertently created a plethora
of new breeding sites [or anopheles. At a time when mosquito control measures such as DDT-spraying were still unknown, clouds of insects swarmed
wagon trains and slave conks, sparking complaints about "fever" and "ague"
in the collon states where cmde hOLlsing, poor drainage, and frequent flooding
increased the frequency of the disease. \\-'hen men from all over the counny
assembled in these same states to settle the issues of federalism and slavery on
the battlctield. large numbers of new prey for mosquitoes suddenly appeared. 9
The first hattIe of Sabine Pass (as it would later be called) reveals the
health hazards that were faced by Union and Confederate forces operating in
the trans-Mississippi theater and how mosquitoes periodically played a role in
the outcome of military operations in the region. The two states where these
insects were the most troublesome, Arkansas and Texas, were both in the
Confederacy's Trans-Mississippi Department. Arkansas held the ignoble distinction of being the Union army's most malarious department from 1863 to
1865 while Texas experienced more ycllow fever epidemics during the war
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than any other state in the Confederacy. Thousand~ of soldiers stationed in the
region shook violently \vlth "ague~' or spewed black vomit before drawing
their last breath.
The Sabine yellow fever epidemic was just one of a spate of outbreaks in
1862 that alarmed Union commanders and helped dissuade the North from
establishing pennanent occupation points along the Texas coastlinc. "Yellow
jack" hit Brownsville, Matagorda, and Indianola in the same year and was
rumored to be raging in Houston, Galveston, and at the mouth of the Rio
Grande. The disease also threatened Confederate garrisons stationed near the
Gulf coast, as the Sabine example shows,!O
When Admiral David Farragut learned in the fall of 1862 [hat
Confederates were trading "hundreds of bales" of cotton through Matamoros,
Mexico, he wanted to seize Fort Brown and establish a Union troop presence
in the area as quickly as possible. But his concerns about what yellow fcver
might do to an occupation force and Butler's unwillingness to provide troops
for the expedition kept Brownsville in Confederate hands for another year.
One of Farragut's subordinates, Henry French, who had command of the
US.S. Albatross, \vas so worried by the cases of yellow fever that showed up
onboard his vessel while it was off the coast of Texas that he ordered the ship
back to the navy yard at Pensacola. Farragut was incensed at French's unauthorized retreat. "'You were sent to blockade the Rio Grande, and you had no
right to leave that station until regularly relieved by some other vessel," railed
the admiral, who made it clear that for the Navy at least, the importance of the
mission trumped all other concerns: "Our duties in war arc imperative, and we
arc as much bound to face the fever as the enemy, and to face both when necessary in our duty." An unlucky ship, the Albatross was again plagued \\'ith
yellow fever the followlng year. II
French and Crocker were not the only Union naval officers operating otf
the Texas coast in 1862 who were worried about yellow fever. Brooklynnative William Renshaw received instructions in September 10 move his mortar flotilla "down the coast of Texas" in order to intercept blockade runners
and, if possible, capture Galveston. Rensha\v, inspired by Farragut's audacious
seizure of New Orleans, ordered his fleet into Galveston Bay and demanded
"the unconditlonal surrender of the city" after a brief exchange of fire with
Confederate shore batteries. Renshaw's tough tenns softened, however, when
he learned from two clever southern negotiators that yellow fever was raging
in Galveston (in reality, there was no epidemic in the clty at the time.) Not
wishing to expose un-acclimated Union troops to the disease, he agreed to a
four-hour truce so that civilians could evacuate the city as long as
Confederates did not bolster their defenses. Confederate Colonel Joseph J.
Cook took advantage of a loophole in the terms-there was never an explicit
prohibition to the withdrawal of forces- to save several guns from capture by
moving them to the mainland. Cook's apparent breach of faith outraged
Renshaw and he considered launching an attack in retaliation, but after considering the diplomatic implications of potcntially killing foreign nationals in
the city, the strength of Confederate forces, and ··the great danger of contagion
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from yellow [ever," he allowed Cook to proceed without incident. Renshaw
believed "two old-fashioned 24-pounders, one 80-pounder rifle, and another
gun" were not worth the price of exposing his sailors to a "fatal disease" that
promised to kill ';many innocent people." When the city surrendered a short
time later, he was content to lead a small force to raise the Stars and Stripes
over the customhouse for thirty minutes and then retreat to the safety of his
ship while his troops stayed close to Galveston's wharves. General John B.
Magruder used the guns and men Cook saved-in large part thanks to
Renshaw's fears of yellow fever- to recapture Galveston for the Confederacy
the following January were. l "
As these examples show, yellow fever raged all along the Texas coa~t during the autumn of 1862. From Sabine to Brownsville, Aedes aegypti mosquitoes helped create a military stalemate in the Lone Star State that ultimately
worked to the South's advantage. Although the U.S. Navy outgunned the
Confederacy's shore defenses, the task of occupying the major trade hubs
along six hundred miles of coastline proved impossible for the North during
the sickly season, both because troops were needed elsewhere and because
sending un-acclimated northern military personnel into areas known to be
plagued with yellmv fever was an unwise and potentially dangerous strategy.
Farragut, Crocker, French, and Renshaw were all unnerved at some point by
the prospect of exposing their men to "yellow jack," and either withdrew their
forces or altered their plans in the region.
As Aedes aeKypti scuttled Union Naval operations in Texas, anopheles
mosquitoes attacked U.S. soldiers stationed further north, creating medical
complications for men already suffering from a battery of other diseases.
While stationed in Indian Territory (present-day Oklahoma), the Tenth Kansas
Volunteers was stricken with "malarious fever," diarrhea, and scurvy. The
Tenth's surgeon was able to obtain a "supply of desiccated vegetables," which
supposedly helped eradicate the latter ailment. During the first autumn of the
war, the Second \t1issouri Infantry spent time in the mos.quito-infested country
between Springfield and S1. Louis and was plagued with "quotidian and tertian inte111littents," (malaria) dysentery, and diarrhea. The Second had not been
issued tents and soldiers slept out in the open with only blankets, making them
easy targets for anopheles. In June of 1862, dysentery and diarrhea plagued
their comrades in the Third Missouri Cavalry (who were stationed in the same
area) and by August, the number of cases of malaria was on the rise. But soldiers sent to Arkansas suffered the most from the disease."
After the re-opening of the Mississippi River in the summer of 1863,
Union commanders were anxious to keep pressure on the remaining
Confederate armies in the field and seize as much territory as possible. Tn
Arkansas, it was necessary for U.S. forces to control the Arkansas River in
order to protect the northern part of the state and Missouri from rebel attacks.
With these goals in mind, Grant ordered Major General Frederick Steele to
march an army of 12,000 bluecoats across Arkansas to destroy General
Sterling Price's Confederate force and capture the state capital at Little Rock.
Steele's Army of Arkansas consisted of regiments that had been stationed at
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Helena all summer -a city one Cnion soldier remembered as a "malariastricken, disease-fostering holc"-and units transferred from Mississippi after
the fall of Vicksburg. Large numbers of men in both groups were already
infected with plasmodium parasites when they rendezvoused in Helena at the
end of July. Two brigades from Kimball's Division (Sixteenth Corps) arrived
from Snyder's Bluff "suffering severely from the malarious influences of the
Yazoo country." The Third Minnesota had contracted malaria in the area while
felling trcc~, digging rifle pits, and performing picket duty. A number of other
units sent to Steele had spent time along the Big Black River, an area the U.S.
Sanitary Commission had found to be rife with disease. The parasites these
men contracted in Mississippi were introduced into an environment that was
already plagued with endemic malaria. "Swamps" and "bayous" that were
"covered with green scum in dry weather," dominated the countryside surrounding Helena, conditions that allowed mosquitoes to thrive. Malaria was so
common in Helena that one soldier thought that the "chief occupation" of the
city's residents was "damning the Union every day and shaking with ague
every other day."14
The anopheles population of Arkansas quickly spread various strains of
malaria among the mcn in Steele's command and helped make thelr march to
Little Rock a nightmarish ordeal. Scores of men fell out of the ranks in exhaustion while others cast off blankets, clothing, and knapsacks to lighten the load,
creating a trail of discarded items along the marching route. By the time Steele
arrived in Clarendon, where John W. Davidson and 6,000 Union cavalrymen
reinforced his troops~ malaria was epidemic in his anny. Andrew Sperry was a
soldier with the Thirty-third Iowa who in later years described Clarendon as
the "home and head-quarters of ague in bulk and quantity." He and his fellow
Iowans, who had grown up in a malarious state, believed the Arkansas varlety
of the disease was especially severe. One morning during their stay at
Clarendon, the bugler responsible for blowing the Thirty-third to sick call was
shaking so severely from a malaria-induced chill that he could not perfonn his
duties. \Vhen two other men, includlng a lieutenant colonel, attempted to fill
in for the ailing soldier, they too were seized with malarial shakes, leading
Sperry to conclude that there "was aguc in the bugle. "15
By the time the army reached De Valls Bluff at the end of August, Steele
took notice of the disease problem. "The sick list is frightful, including many
officers," he reported to General Stephen Hurlbut on the nventy-thlrd. "More
than 1,000 here present are reported unfit for duty, and about one-half of the
command proper are absent." On September I, he identified the cause of his
troops' suffering: '''Many of our men have been taken down with fevers, and
chills and fever, lately."16
Malaria afflicted Steele's army for a number of reasons. First, it marched
through the "'swamps and marshes" of Arkansas at a time of year when mosquitoefoi were highly active. Nineteen thousand men and an untold number of
animals clustered together provided an irresistible target for hungry anopheles.
Many of these men had spent the summer in the Mississlppi, Yazoo, or Big
Black River basins and already carried plasmodium parasites before the cam-
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paign began. Second, the Army of Arkansas was poorly provisioned. Many of
the soldiers had not been issued tents and were forced to sleep in the open,
making it easy for mosquitoes to feed on their bodies. Quinine, the one medicine that could effectively control the symptoms ofmalaria, was administered
only irregularly because of army supply problems and the unusually high
demand for the drug in the department. Steele set up temporary hospitals at
Clarendon, Dc Valls Bluff, Brownsville, and eventually Little Rock, which
stretched his supply of medicines to the breaking point. Requests for additional drug supplies had to be sent to Memphis, which created "long and vexatious delays." Finally, Steele's medical staff was in disarray during much of
the campaign. There was a shortage of doctors-several regimental medical
officers were inexplicably absent during the campaign-and at least some of
those on duty were "manifestly unfit for their place." Shoddy treatment of the
sick prompted Steele to take action on August the twenty-fourth while the
amlY was camped at De Valls Bluff. He ordered his regimental commanders
to find out who was to blame for the "gross neglect" of ill troops. Eventually,
a group of regimental surgeons brought charges of "incompetency and neglect
of duty" agalnst I.C. Whitehill, Assistant Medical Director of the Anny but
Steele, pressed by Confederate cavalry raids and worried about Confederate
General Sterling Price's next move, dropped the matter. p
Dysentery and the suffocating summertime humidity of Arkansas
wreaked further havoc on the health of Steele's men. Lacking a steady supply
of fresh water, thirsty soldiers dipped their canteens in stagnant bogs and puddles where hogs had wallowed. By the first week of September, the anny was
at Brmvllsville where it again was "encumbered with a large number of sicknear 700." Steele had no choice but to detach two brigades of cavalry to guard
the ailing troops and keep his supply lines open. Des.pite such setbacks, the
general drove the remainder of his anny across thc Arkansas River and into
Little Rock. Outgunned, outflanked, and anxious to avoid John Pemberton's
fate, Price hastily withdrew his forces sixty miles southwest to Arkadelphia.
Steele's exhausted cavalrymen only gave brief chase before retiring. fn the
end, only 136 men in the Army ofArkansas were killed or wounded during the
series of skirmishes that constituted the campaign for Little Rock while disease incapacitated at least a thousand, results consistent with the Union anny's
experience in Arkansas as a whole during the war. Thousands of northern men
poured into a state that plagued with malaria and played only a small role in
the success of the Union war effort. Anopheles mosquitoes prostrated far more
soldiers stationed in Arkansas than were killed and wounded in battle.
Between July of 1863 and June of 1R65, over 72,000 Union troops assigned to
the state were diagnosed with malaria, making it the U.S. military's most
malarious department. IR
The prevalence of mosquito-borne disease in Arkansas may help explain
why Steele~s troops did almost nothing to impede the Confederate invasion of
Missouri that took place in the autumn of 1864. General Sterling "Old Pap"
Price desibrned the raid to draw bluecoats away from Petersburg and Atlanta and
encourage Missourians to vote the Democratic ticket in the November presi-
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dential election. At both the beginning an.d end of the unsuccessful campaign,
the lion's share of Price's forces crossed. the Arkansas River unmolested by
Steele's federals, a failurc which caused "great dissatisfaction l' in \Vashington
City. Steele thought the small sizc of his force and the vast size of the surrounding territory made it impossible for him to bag "Old Pap." A report on the
department's troop strength issued at the end of October shows that only 17,
618 out of the 44,506 soldiers the general had on paper were actually available
to fight. Most of the others were ill, chiefly with malaria and diarrhea. 19
While Steele's troops were battling malarial infections in Arkansas l the
worst yellow fever epidemic to hit Texas during the Civil War sickened rebel
regiments stationed at Galveston. In January of 18h3, Confederate General
John Magruder had successfully driven off the Massachusetts regiment that
had been sent to occupy Galveston after the end of the sickly season. He fortified the city with more than three dozen cannon placed in various forts erected on Galveston and Pelican Islands, as well as at Virginia Point. Although the
U.S. naval blockade of the area continued, Galveston did not fall back into
Union hands until after Appomattox. By the summer of 1864, conditions
inside the city became deplorable. Confederate soldiers suffered from food
and supply shortages and were also owed ba<.:k pay. In August, rumors circulated that yello\v fever was present in the city, prompting Magruder to quarantine ships aniving from areas known to have problems with the disease.
such as the West Indies and Mexico. The scene got even uglier when several
hundred fearful and frustrated soldiers mutinied and surrounded a house where
Magruder and his otlkcrs were being entertained by the ladies of Galveston.
The general was able to talk his way out of the situation, but was prohably
relieved when he was transferred to Arkansas later in the month, since by the
middle of September Galveston was in the throes of a full-blown yellow fever
epidemic. The disease "caused considerable excitement among the troops" and
"a number of them'l tried to desert their posts under cover of darkness on
September 16, the night before a lock-down of the island went into effect.
General James Morrison Hawes asked the residents of Houston to send nurses to attend to the sick and dying, but they were unavailable due to an epidemic in their own city. The large sick list and shortage of acclimated guards
caused a breakdown of law and order in Galveston, with reports of robberies.
murders, and at least one attempted rape. The chaos afforded the Union fleet
patrolling the waters off Galveston an opportunity to seize the city, but even
the toughest salts were not about to expose their crews to the dreaded "'yellow
jack." Farragut issued orders to his commanders off Galveston to steer clear of
the city and avoid picking up passengers. 2U
By the time the first frost ended the Galveston epidemic in late Novembcr,
III soldiers and 158 civilians were dead. Nearly twenty percent of the casualties in the anny occurred among German immigrants who had grown up in
areas where yellow fever was non-existent and as a rcsult~ had no immunity
when exposed, men such as twenty-fivc-year-oJd John Eickelberg who hved
in Austin County prior to the war and served as a musician in Elmore~s regiment before a mosquito bite ended his life. Or Private Zitzleman who died as
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a member of Wilke's Battery and was buried in the potter's field in Galveston.
Confederate soldiers from Ireland, England, and France also perished during
the outbreak along with dozens of native Texans. The Houston epidemic continued well into December and killed an untold number of others. General
John Gcorge Walker, who had replaced Magruder in August as commander of
the District of Texas, Nc\\: Mexico, and Arizona and abandoned his Houston
headquarters when yellow fever appeared, believcd the outbreak had been a
"great drawback" to his defense strategy for Galveston. Walker, whose overall plan for Texas depcnded on occupying key locations and using interior
lines to transfer troops to threatened points, pulled soldiers from Sabine Pass
to prop up the weakened command at Galveston. Fortunately for the
Confederates. by the autumn of 1864, Union military planners were uninterestcd in committing large numbers of men to an area with little strategic value
that was periodically beset with dangerous plagues. The attack Walker prepared for never materialized, but the shock of the 1864 Galveston epidemic
lingered aftcr the war was over. Union forces occupying the eity during the
summer of 1865 instituted a quarantine and strict sanitation measures in order
to prevent another epidemic. The next major outbreak in Galveston would
occur two years later and kiB ovcr 1100 people. 21
Each summer and fall. rebel and federal troops stationed in the
Confederate Trans-Mississippi theater were vulnerable to attack by both their
enemics and diseases they feared, but barely comprehended. Even the rumor
of a yellow fever epidemic was enough to send soldiers and their commanders scunying for the safety of healthier locations. But the risks posed by yellow fever paled in comparison to the widespread sickness caused by anopheles mosquitoes. Malaria was endemic in the region and weakened the immune
systems of soldiers who were already battling the various baetcrial infections
that were common during the Civil War. Fresh recruits from the North proved
especially susceptible to the disease and fell ill in droves during their first
"sickly season" in the South. The wartime experiencc of many of these young
men revolved around mosquitoes and violent fevers rather than battlefield
heroics. Anopheles and Aedes aegypti helped make sure that the campaigns
waged in the trans~Mississippi theater, most of which were inconsequential to
the larger conflict, were unusually sickly. Moreover, the diseases these insects
carried influenced the military decisions and strategic thinking of both Union
and Confederate commanders operating in the region.
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TOM OCHILTREE AND HENRY ADAl\IS'S
HIT AT TEXAS CONGRESSMEN
By James T. Bratcher*

"Only Texas Congressmen imagined that the President needed their services in some remote consulate after worrying him for months to find one."
This isolated sentence, unflattering to Texas and Texas congressmenand with nothing further to identify the congressmen by name-appears in
chapter 21 of the august and difficult book The Education of Henry Adorns ,I
the only reference to Texas in Adams's book. It has the look of a casual remark
merely "thrown out" by Adams. as if it echoes a Washington insider's joke,
which probably it was at the time Adams wrote the sentence.
Who were the Texas congressmen who, according to Adams, sought
appointment to cushy jobs in remote foreign settings, jobs with few demanding duties to interrupt an enjoyable lifestyle while on the government's payroll
- and possibly on private payrolls as well?
This note makes a case for identifying the flamboyant Tom Ochiltree as
the target of Adams's remark. In fact Ochiltree, a frequent butt of political
joke~ (in 1857 he became a lawyer at age eighteen through a special act of the
Texas Legislature), appears to be the outstanding candidate, and possibly
Adams wrote "Texas Congressmen," in the plural, to avoid being too obvious
in a jab at Ochiltree specifically.
Chapter 21 of the Education describes the Washington political scene as
Adams found it on his return to Washington after a long absence spent traveling in the South Seas, the Indian Ocean, and Europe. He returned in 1892,
which is the time-span covered by Chapter 21 of the Education. By year's end,
Grover Cleveland was once more the President-elect, and it is clear that
Adams's sentence relates to the cronyism that marked Gilded Age politics.
A former congressman from the Seventh District in Texas, Ochiltree had
twice helped Cleveland get elected, in 1884 and again in 1892. Cleveland
"owed" him, he could say, and it is easily plausible that Ochiltree wheedled
the President to reward him with a consulate somewhere. After all, part of a
consul's job was wining and dining American business interests in foreign
locales. an activity in which Ochiltree excelled.
A lobbyist since 1886, he was reputed to be "tight" with Cleveland. A
newspaper skir written by O. Hem)' and published in 1894 in his Austin,
Texas, weekly, The Rolling Stone, confirms this, or at least the "reputed to be."
The skit makes the assumption that the two were cronies. Published as a mock
editorial, the lampoon has an imaginary Rolling Stone reporter go to
Washington to gain an interview with Cleveland. As a way of advertising The
Rolling Stone while in Washington, the reporter absurdly carries with him a
ball-like object painted a dark color to make it resemble-what else?-a
rolling stone. He brings it into the White House, blithely unaware that the
"stone" also resembles a terrorist's bomb. Nobody stops him as he makes his
James T. Br(Jfcher is II retired lh·l'srock dealer /i\'ing in San Amon/o. He has cOIltributed ur(jcle~
to juurnals ~-illce his discharge from rhp Marine Corps in /955.
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way to the President's office. Everyone runs for safety. "He was alone," O.
Henry writes of Cleveland when the reporter finds him in his office. "He was
conversing with Tom Ochiltree. Mr. Ochiltree saw my little sphere. and with a
loud scream rushed out of the little room."2
Part of the humor lies in O. Henry's saying that the President was alone
although talking with Tom Ochiltree. That does not say much for Ochiltree's
stature among Austin readers. O. Henry knew that his readers would grasp the
implication-that Ochiltree was a nothing-and smilc. By 1894 Ochiltrce, a
political maverick, was recognized as an opportunist with a checkered past, one
whose epitaph, when thc time came. might wcll be: Here lies Tom Ochiltree.
A former U.S. congressman living in New York, he was known to be an
influence peddler in the service of those who paid him; a hobnobber with the
rich on both sides of the Atlantic; a heavy drinker and a lavish diner; a poker
addict and a reckless race-track and stock-market gambler; a petty swindler
and a moocher on occasion; and yet, for all that, a colorful and histrionic
speaker and raconteur. reliably entertaining. He "knew people," maintaining
an acquaintance with Victoria's son Edward, Prince of Wales, and other British
notables, for example. He often caused laughter in others by telling stories on
himself. He was a publicity hound, and for newspaper reporters an unfailing
subject of humor during the days of "the Great Barbecue," as the political corruption in Washington was called. Ochiltree fit the image of the political player of the '·Col. Claghom" type. To quote Miss Ima Hogg (1882-1975), the
wealthy Houston philanthropist and plainspoken Texan who met him when she
was a girl, Ochiltree was a "blowhard"3

Here is part of an article printed in the NeH' York Times on March 8, 1894.
It describes Ochiltrce's testimony in a New York courtroom on the preceding
day, in a suit he had brought to recover damages for an alleged theft by a male
nurse. Considered in its context, the writer's placing the noun "crook" near
Ochiltree's name undoubtedly had satirical intent, no less than O. Henry's burlesque printed in Austin the same year:
Col. Tom Ochiltree, carrying a ponderous cane \',Jirh a sweepinR
crook, was complainant in the Court of General Sessions yesterda:v ngainst
.lames F. Lynch, his former nurse. whom he charged with appropriating () lot
of property, including Q gold watch, a betting hook, a roll of bills. an overcoat, and an umbrella that cost 5 pounds in London.
Lynch had been hired by the Colonel some "weekJ ago when he was iLl
at 8 West Thirty-third Street.
When Col. Ochitree was cross-examined by the accused man's COUJlsel, he was asked a number of questioJls that Rreally excited him.
First, the lawyer inquired whether the Colonel:~ reputation for truth
and veracity was good.
"That\" an infamous question." shouted the witness, as he brought his
hig cane dowfl with a crash.
Next the lawyer asked the Colonel whether he had not been turned
out Qf the Hoffman House for not paying his board.
"That's an infamous lie," said the CoLonel. again whacking the stand
with his hig cane .....
"Now. isn't it rrue that when you were sick you were suffering from
too much drink, instead of the pneumonia? "
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Col. Ochiltree blustered for a time, and anm'ered the question in the
negative. Then he admitted that he had heen taking powders and just a little
whiskey ....
Stephen Pearl, a colored bell hoy. who appeared as a witness for the
Colonel, creafed considerable merriment. Ill' said he had known Col.
Ochiltree in Texas. "He used to wear long hair then," said the ho.v.~

In December 1903, a year following Ochiltree's death in Hot Springs,
Virginia, in November 1902, the Times carried this short notice, which suggests a case of out-and-out bamboozlement, whether proven or not. Evidently
the judge was satisfied:
Ex-Sherijf James 0 'Brien yesterday in the Supreme Court ol>fained a jury
verdict for $1 ,245 a~ainst Mrs. Virginia M. Morris. as administratrix of the
estate oj Thomas P. OchiLtree. Mr. O'Brien on Nov. 13, 1899. advanced
$1,()()() to Col. Ochillree on the [aller:~ statement that he had a good tip on
Naziona/ Steel and wanted a thouSLInd to invest in the Slack.

Ochiltree's reputation and character remained in doubt even into the
grave. To counter the prevailing picture left to posterity, a Kentucky newspaper publisher and longtime U.S. congressman, Henry Watterson, furnished a
more sympathetic estimate. Watterson knew both Ochiltree and Henry Adams,
thc latter always a figure of intcrest and respcct among Washingtonians
although he never held public or appointed office. Watterson's 1919 autobiography, "Marse Henry," presents capsule sketches of both men. 5 Over the years
he had known and observed each when they were in London or Paris as well
as when back in the States. Of a strain of nobility in Ochiltree's character. such
as it was, he wrote (dublously) that he would never "take money except for
service rendered," also that Ochiltrec "had a widowed sister in Texas to whom
he regularly sent an income sufficient for herself and her family." Of Henry
Adams, on the other hand, he opined that Adams was a repressed Bostonian
Brahmin for all his cosmopolitan savoirJaire, his erudition and his culture, his
liberal aims, believing him to be a "provincial" at the core.
Whatever the truth of these assessments might be. Ochiltrcc and Adams
were different kinds of men, the one a seize-the-day opportunist and the other
a reflective thinker and high-minded moralist and theorist. As the present
writer's friend Lonn Taylor, a historian, put it: "Tom Ochiltree would have
olIended every pore in Henry Adams's New England soul."
NOTES
'Adam's book was privately printed in fewer than one hundred copies in 11.)07 and did not
sec commercial pll blication until 1918.
'''A Snap~hot at the President:' collected and republi~hed in The Rolling Sionl' (191\ and
later printings), conveniently available in a Project Gutenberg texL online.
lPrivate conversation with Lonn Taylor of Fort Davis. Texas, who in the early 1970s
worked for Miss Hogg in developing the Winedale Museum amI Conference Center in Fayette
Counly.

4This and the following Times quotation are from the ,'v"ew York Times Archives Collectjon.
'Marse Henry, 2 \lob. (New York, 11,)19), chps. 14 (comment~ on Adams) and 26
COchiltree). On Ochiltrcc, see the full account of his life and career bv Claude H. Hall, 'The
Fabulol1!\ Tom Ochiltree;' Southwestern Hislurical Quarterly 71 (Jan~ary 1968).362-91.
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THE "FATHER" OF TEXAS EDUCATION:
A.M. AIKIN A~D THE MODERNIZATION OF
TEXAS PUBLIC SCHOOLS
By Gene Preuss

In the new Texas State Capital Complex, beneath the main floor, near the
capital lunchroom is an impressive bronze Parthenon of Texas Politics. The
bronze busts of Gib Lewis, Lyndon Johnson, and others fonn a half-circle of
some of the most important people in Texas politics. At the very end is a glistening bronze bust of a small-bespectacled man-AM. Aikin, Jr. More than twenty
years after his death. the name A. M. Aikin may not be familiar, although his
name adorns elementary schools, scholarships, and endowed chairs of education.!
M. Aikin retired in 1979, after having represented the people of the First
Senatorial District for forty-six years. During that tcnure he missed only two
days and was eventually named "Dean of the Texas Senate." He was chairman
of the powerful Senate Finance Conunittee from 1967 until he retired. His role
in passing the legislation that reformed Texas' school system gained him the
moniker "Father of Modern Texas Education". Between the years 1937 and
1965 alone, he either sponsored or directed approximately one hundred and
flfty education bills, His commitment to educating Texas' school chl1dren lasted until his final years. When Paris Junior College named the Science building in his honor, he remarked, "Until all young Texans have the more or less
equal chance to show their skills and develop their talents, whether black or
Mexican American or white Anglo, we won't have finished the long road that
our forefathers set before US."2
A.M. Aikin's prominent role in school reform through the Gilmer-Aikin
Laws proved to be his most lasting legacy. The Fifty-first Texas Legislature
passed three laws in 1949 completely reorganizing the State's public education
system, refonn package that became one of the most significant turning points
in Texas educational history. The new laws transformed the entire Texas public education system from the top, down. They replaced the elected office of
State Superintendent with an appointed administrator, ralsed teachers' salaries
without regard to sex or race, elevated the role of the state in what had heretofore been a local responsibility, and increased the amount of money the state
spent on education. Even more provocative, the new legislation accelerated
the decline of the local one-room school, a cultural mainstay in rural Texas. Tn
all these issues, the legislation faced a serious battle in the House of
Representatives during the 1949 legislative session. The fact that the GilmerAikin bills passed at all was largely due to the support of its primary sponsor,
Senator A,M. Aikin, Jr., of Paris.
A common thread within the history of education is to view school refonn
as a battle between progressive and conservative ideologies, or rural school
consohdation as an extension of the rural versus urban paradigm. Some oppoGene Preuss is an AssistanT ProJe.lsor vf Histo]}' at The Univenity of HouslOn-DvwnJown. IIis
book, To Get a Better School System: One Hundred Years of Education Reform in Texas, will be
published rhrough Texns A&M Preu in Fall 2009.
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nents accused the Gilmer-Aikin reforms of being a part of the political schism
generated hy the Homer Rainey/UT Board of Regents fight. I propose that the
Gilmer-Aikin refonns point to something else. The struggle over the reforms
stemmed more from the increasing awareness among rural Texans and their
representatives, hastened by the recent war and the depopulation of the rural
areas, which meant that rural schools could no longer afford to provide equal
educational opportunities without i:I. radical change in the system. Such a
development became clearly apparent during the battle over reform between
Aikin and State Superintendent L.A. Woods.
A.M. Aikin, Jr. was born on October 9, 1905 in Aikin Grove in Northwest
Texas. almost five miles south of Clarksville, Texas. The eldest of eight children, his father worked first as a druggist then turned to farming. He later
opened the A.M. Aikin General Mercantile Store in Milton and sold goods on
credit to area cotton farmers." The Aikin's stressed education for their children,
and A.M., Jr. attended school through the available ten grades in the Milton
schools, then went to Deport for the eleventh grade.
A.M., lr.'s ambition was to become a doctor, but the economic downturn
following World War I halted such a dream. The prit:e of cotton spiraled downwards, and farmers who had taken credit at the Aikin Mercantile gave notice
that they could not pay. Welma Aikin later said of her father-in-law, "when the
cotton crops failed, then he failed hccause they couldn't pay him."4
His father's financial losses forced A.M .. Jr. to end his education in order
to help support the family_ He began working as a clerk in the men'8 department at Arthur Caddel's department store in Paris ,5 There he worked whh l\1rs.
Lula Morphew, who had a daughter named Welma. He and Welma exchanged
vows in 1929.6
Aikin won a seat in the Tex.as House of Repre~entatives in 1932. He
served as a State Representative until elected to the State Senate in 1936,
where he served until 1979-the longest tenure of any state legislator. In
1963, the legislature bestowed upon him the title, "Dean of the Texas
Legislature."7 At the same time. he worked in the haberdashery he owned with
his brother, Dean. and also managed a law practice 1n Paris.

Former State Senator James Taylor remembered Aikin as a man you could
tum to for advice, particularly when the subject was Texas politics. When the
sponsor of a hill came to Aikin to seek his counsel on various issues, he put
his long memory in pubic service to good use. Aikln would relate "a personal
experience with a similar incident or similar situation that didn't work out like
they anticipated." Tf one did not solicit his advice, Aikin might wait until after
an actual vote and would then turn to his colleague and say, "Now you just
got through making the worst mistake you've ever made since I've been here,"
Yet, Taylor remembered, Aikin might "get mad, but you would have an awfully hard time finding out about it."~ He was never known to complain. and was
often remembered as "a gentleman." One colleague remembered that Senator
Aikin responded to criticism graciously," I don't think it gets him greatly upset
if someone disagrees with him_"~
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The special privileges offered people in politics also did not seem important to Aikin. He was once called "the biggest cheapskate in the legislature"
for spending the least on office operations. lO When the legislative session
ended, he closed his office and did not hire a secretary between sessions.
"People know where I am:' he said, "People don't come down there [to
Austin] to see a secretary. They come to liee yoU:'11 When lawmakers moved
to honor him for his service in 1973, Senator Jack Hightower called Colonel
Dean Aikin to plan the special occasion. "They wanted to give him a Lincoln
Continental," Dean Aikin remembered, hut he warned the senator that his
hrother would not accept a new car. Hightower suggested they present it to
Welma, but Dean objected. "Oh, no, Jack," he said, "Come up with something
more original than that:' In the end, the legislature established scholarships at
Paris Junior College in Aikin's honor,'2
Only once did a question of Aikin's ethics and morality come into question. In his first term in office, the representative with whom Aikin shared a
desk noticed him entertaining a young woman. The thought of this young
freshman representative capering about vexed his office mate so much that he
went back to his hotel and confided to his wife, "I have never been so disappointed in anybody in my life as I have young Aikin." He continued, "The last
two or three days, there's been a gal sittin' down there at his desk day and
night." When his wife assured him that the young woman was Welma, things
went back to normal.
The initiative for the reform process that would eventually result in the
Gilmer-Aikin bills began in early 1947 as a legislative attempt to answer
demands for an increase in teachers' salaries. 1J However, lawmakers argued
over how much the state would fund the pay increasc. In the end Governor
Bcauford Jester signed a bill for a proposed tcacher pay raise, but he did not
sign a funding bill. H To solve the problem of funding public education, the legislature called for an investigation into the state school system. Representative
Claud Gilmer and Senator A.Y!. Aikin sponsored a resolution in their respective houses, and Governor Jester supported the survey.15 When asked if he had
decided on a name for the committee, the Governor exclaimed, "Why, it ought
to be called the Gilmer-Aikin Committee."'/\
The news of the Legislature's investigation of the state's school problems
did not necessarily mean the end of school financial problems. Larry Haskew,
Dean of the College of Education at the University of Texas, rememhered that
some "had a rather negative view of what would happen." They speculated
that the Gilmer-Aikin committee "was just a face-saving gesture by the legislature" that would accomplish little, and in the end would be remembered as
just another committee "that never amounted to anything."l?
In fact, the Gilmer Aikin Legislation was not the first attempt to refonn
the state's public schools. In late 1939, first-tenn Texas Governor W. Lee
O'Daniel began discussing the problem of "inequalities of opportunities in our
Public School System."IR He particularly noted the problems of rural schools,
offering that they were poorly funded, understaffed, and ill equipped .. He tried
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to assure his rural supporters that he did not want Lo do away with small, rural
schools, but he did behcve that the public wanted "good schools, run efficiently and as economically as they can be without sacrificing their cfficiency.'·I~ In the end, Governor O'Daniel's efforts at school reform in the early
1940s failed; not only did he fail to anticipate the strong criticism that came
from the rural areas, but State Superintendent of Public Education, Dr. L.A,
Woods, strongly opposed any rcJ'Offil action.
Many opponents saw the Gilmer-Aikin bills as a harbinger of dcath for
rural schools. "If the rural school is abolished," warned a citizen, "along with
it rnay go the rural church, and most of the rural activi ties. IS THIS THE BEST
FOR THE FUTURE OF OUR COUNTRY?"~L\ A rural schoolteacher wrote
Governor Jester, "The school is the life of any community. We have watched
neighboring communities die because their schools were disbanded." The
teacher called for increased governmental aid to TUTal schools, making them
more attractive through higher teachers' ~alaries and providing betterequipped facilities, and c1assrooms. 21
Others forecast that increasing state presence eventually would erode
local control of schools. 22 Superintendent L.A. \Voods echoed such a sentiment
as he again opposed any plans to change his from an elected to an appointed
offIce. He later wrote to Aikin, "my principals of democracy cannot allow me
to take any other position than to oppose any move that tends to disfranchise
the general citizenship of this State with reference to one of the most important offices within the State Government."21 Woods had been responsible for
numerous accomplishments in educational reform during a period of economic instability and limited state spending. He pointed to improvements in the
school system, and saw no reason to implement the changes represented in the
Gilmer-Aikin bills.
Littleton A. Woods was born in 1884 near Burkeville, in Newton County,
to a farm family. He worked his father's farm until he turned sixteen, when he
then began to operate his own farm. Like Aikin, Woods also considered
becoming a doctor, but after the passage of a law that required four years in
medical school, he grew discouraged and turned to teaching. 24
He began teaching in rural schools in 1905, the same year Aikin was born.
Woods worked his way through Baylor University farming and teaching until
he graduated in 1919. Tn 1926, he won the election for McLennan County
school superintendent, and then ran in 1932 [or state superintendent .?-5 His long
years of public service to the state's educational system, like Aikin's, began in
1932, at the height of the Great Depression, and he Temained in office until
after World War II, when the Gilmer-Aikin legislation eliminated the State
Superintendent's position. Indeed, of all his political opponents, none posed a
threat to L.A. Woods like the Gilmer-Aikin legislative package. As he did with
O'Daniel's proposals a decade earlier. Superintendent Woods opposed the legIslation. 26
But, after seventeen years in office, Woods had accumulated his share of
opponents and complainants. For example, how he distributed Equalization
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Funds caused some concern. Deputy Superintendents disbursed the funds to
rural districts, and some thought such a scheme constituted a virtual political
machine designed solely to support Wood's re-election each year. Opponcnts
also charged that deputies used their official positions to politic for Wood's
campaigns.!7 Scnator Ralph Yarborough characterized Woods as too conservative. "He was slow to move, slow to act. slow to do anything."2~
The Dallas Morning New's reported that Woods's office did not always
operate smoothly with other educational offices:
"The superintendent is, and has been for many years, elected by the people.
It has been part of his duties all those years to execute decisions of the State
Board of Education_ Thi5; co-operative relation ha~ not heen frictionless.
During the last decade or so, on the contrary, it has been marked by discord
between these two authorities; di~cord so constant as to justify saying it is
chronic."l'J

Woods did have supporters who objected to Senate Bill 115, which did
away with the State Superintendent in favor of an appointed office. Then
Representative Preston Smith voted against the bill because he did not believe
in "a central agency in the state telling the local school boards what they can
or can't do,"30 Some opponcnts threatened to challenge the Gilmer-Aikin legislation in court over the abolition of L.A. Wood's office undcr Senate Bill
115>' 1 Even Aikin himself did not favor an appointed superintendent,32
William Moore, the freshman Senator from Bryan in 1949, remembered,
"there was considerable opposition in the Senate" to the proposals.JI The cost
of the program alone guaranteed some opposition in the Senate to the bills .}4
Opposition to Gilmer-Aikin, howevcr, did not present a serious threat to the
bills passage, "I don't think there was ever any doubt about its passage," freshman Senator William Moore remembered, "I think there was some that
protested it, and I don't recall how many. There weren't many, but it was not
a unanimous vote,"35 The morc serious challenge to the Gilmer-Aikin legislation came in the Texas House of Representatives in the spring of 1949.
Irvin Wilson, Superintendent of Schools in Hallsville, in Harrison County,
Texas, wrote to Senator Aikin about the need for improving public education
funding in his district. "We have 500 students:' Wilson noted, "and do not
even have a gymnasium. Also. ten school buses which Isic] are in bad shape,
The pcople as a whole want this thing done. They are hoping the legislature
will do this." If Aikin felt the legislation needed help, W,]son volunteered to
bring a delegation to Austin: "If necessary, I could bring the county board,
county superintendents, and other school men down there."l~
Indeed, the amount of public interest in the Gilmer-Aikin bills surprised
even veteran Austin observers. The Austin American ran an editorial in early
May 1949, acknowledging the influence of public opinion on the legislature.
"Lobbying has become the people's business," it noted. Once just the purview
of former senators and representatives, professional lobbyist representatives of
"Insurance, oil and gas law," along with transportation groups, labor interests,
and public citizens all began to exert pressurc on the Fifty-First legislature.
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The writer guessed three times as many Texans came to Austin to speak their
mind on legislation during the session, some three thousand interested people.
Many of these were teachers. The shift from professional lobbyists to concerned citizens on the other hand. was a good thing, the writer concluded."
Representative Rae Files Still of Waxahachie, in her history of the legislative
battle noted. "House members complained daily ahout the increased burden
placed on them" by the number of calls, letters. telegrams and personal visits
regarding the pending legislation .3~
While there were many opponents of the Gilmer-Aikin legislation who
warned that the bill would erode democracy, increase spending, and destroy
the rural community. the vast majority of public opinion supported the legislation. The education reporter for the Dallas MorninJ? NeHls. Alonzo Wasson,
reported:
The people of Texas have learned, or at least are beginning to learn, the
improvidence of thc small school. They have, for example, reduced the number of common school districts in this state from something more than 7,000
(100 in a single county at one time) to about half that nurnher. But it has taken
them twenty or thirty years to accomplish that reform ..'"

Not only the general public, but many representatives from rural areas
supported the school reforms. Claude Gilmer had planned on hecoming a
Methodist minister, but found he could not attend a Methodist university
because his high school was not accredited. When he failed to complete the
entrance examinations, he opted for a Junior College. "J could realize," he
later remembered. ;'that the small, isolated school districts, if they just kept
going on like that, why, how could a kid from out here get an educationT'~'
Aikin once said of his own schooling, "I ~tudicd physics in a country school
where we didn't have anything but a book-no laboratOly facilities of any
kind, not even a sink. I came here thinking a child ought to get an equal edu·
cational opportunity whether he was born in an oil field or a cotton patch. That
was the underlying principal of the Gilmer Aikin program. I still believe
that."41
Many people from across the state responded favorably with letters to legislators. "Tt is possible that in the coming years the (Gilmer-Aikin laws] will
be considered as the greatcst single step forward in the history of Texas public education. Millions of Texas school children will doubtless profit because
of this legislation :.~" Another letter praised the bills saying, "Surely this is our
best investment in democracy."4-' Yet another envisioned "that the people of
Texas shall always be grateful to you for your part in improving the educational opportunities for their children."~
In October 1949, after the Gilmer-Aikin battle ended. Woods defended his
public service record. Woods maintained that he had constantly worked for an
"adequate cost-per-pupil expenditure, together with adequate training of
teachers." He maintained, "Each two years since 1933 I have taken an oath of
office pledging to enforce all existing school laws and to support our constitution." Although he opposed the Gilmer-Aikin legislation, he promised to
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uphold the laws of the Fifty~First Legislature, "] will exert every effort within
my power to make all laws mean the most for the schools for which they were
intended as along as T remain state superintendent."45
Woods published results of the findings of the Council of State
Governments report on the status of the nations' schools, "The Forty-Eight
State School Systems" He pointed out how much public support for Texas'
schools had increased from 1937-8 to 1947-8" He also showed that thirty-eight
other states had more one-teacher public schools than Texas. The State ranked
third in number of teachers with degrees, had one of only ten state departments
of education with over 75% of its professional staff with Master's degrees, and
only one of twelve state departments with staff members having Ph.D.s.-Ifl
In the end, the battle between Aikin and Woods, two East Texas men from
rural backgrounds, evolved into a fracas between competing reform ideologies. Both understood the strengths and weaknesses of rural schools, and both
knew rural schooh had to change. Woods was a progressive educator, but his
Progressivism was of a different generation. Woods based his progressivism
on the earlier notion that improving country schools would improve rural life,
thus he believed the preservation of the rural school a vital concern.
Furthermore, he viewed the superintendent's role as one essential for insuring
moderate. not radical, change. "Educational revolutions sometimes revolve
backward. Evolution is better and safer;' the conventional wisdom went when
he began teaching"~7
Aikin represented a new rural educational progressivism, one that stressed
increased efficiency. "There is only one goal and only one to be considered,"
he said. "and that is do we get a better school system or not. The real reason
for working on these bills i~ to try to get a better school system:'~H
While some look back now at the legacy of the one-room school with sentimentality, the Gilmer-Aikin legislation made it possible for future generations of students to have better educational opportunities than Aikin himself
had. In the end, perhaps, the grandest honor befitting someone who worked so
tirelessly on behalf of Texas education is not the bronze bust in the Capitol
building, but the thousands of Texas high school students who graduate each
year from accredited high schools. As a Houston Post editorial eulogizing
Aikin stated, "Young Texans are studying in the universities and graduate
schools of the state and across the nation because of public school preparation
envisioned and shaped by Sen. A.--M. Aikin Jr."49
NOTES
'During a brief search on the Internet, I found the name A.M. Aikin associated with elementary schools in Paris, TX, Dallas and the New Caney ISO. The Univer<;ity ofTcxa~ has two
A.M. Aikin Regents Chairs: one in Education Leadership, and the other in Community College
Leadership.
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THE BUILDING OF AN EAST TEXAS BARRIO:
A BRIEF OVERVIE\\' OF THE CREATION OF A
MEXICAN AMERICAN COMl\1UNITY IN NORTHEAST TYLER*
By Alexander Mendoza
In September of 1977, lose Lopez, an employee at a Tyler meatpacking
plant. and Humberto Alvarez, a "jack of all trades" who worked in plumbing,
carpentry, and electricity loaded up their children and took them to local public schools to enroll them for the new year. On that first day of school, however, Tyler Independent School District (TISD) officials would not allow the
Lopez or Alvarez children to enroll. Tn July, TISD trustees had voted to charge
51.000 tuition to the children of illegal immigrants. Lopez and Alvarez, both
undocumented aliens from Mexico. had come to Tyler in 1969 and 1974,
respectively. They came for similar reasons to the East Texas community of
40,000, about 100 miles southeast of Dallas. Conditions in their native land
were poor and the opportunities to earn more money and better provide for
their families in the Unitcu. States were undeniable. Alfredo Lopez, cightyears-old at the time, remembers only that "they wouldn't let us go to school."
The Tyler School Board was reacting to a 1975 amendment to the Texas
Education Code that authorized school districts to exclude undocumented students. Initially, local officials had ignored the law, but with money tight and
the district hoping to obtain federal funding, Superintendent lames Plyler
fearcd that schools in Tyler. the self-proclaimed "Rose Capitol of America,"
might one day become ·'havens" for illegal immigrants. Thus on July 21, ]()77,
the board passed an ordinance requiring tuition for every undocumented child.
At that time, Jess than sixty students out of almost 16,000 in the system were
classified as "undocumented." Carry Daves, a Tyler altomcy, was contacted by
parents about the case, and he. in tum, contacted attorneys from the Mexican
American Legal Defense and Education Fund (MALDEF) for assistance.
Ultimately. four families of Mexican descent came together to sue
Superintendent Plyler and the school board. The court collectively referred to
the families as ·'Doe" in order lo &afeguard their identities. By September 11.
U.S. District ludge William Wayne Justice issued a preliminary injunction to
permit the children to attend school free of charge. Eventually, ancr \vinding
its way through the court system for three years, a Fi fLh U.S. Circu it Court of
Appeals ruled against the Texas law. The case nevertheless still made its way
to the Supreme Court in June of 1982 whcre, in a 5-4 decision, the 1975 Texas
law was deemed unconstitutional as a violation of the equal protection clause
of the Fourteenth Amendment. 1
To the approximately five dozen children in Tyler schools, the landmark
Plyler case may have had a significant and immediate impact. Yet the issuc did
create a modicum sense of friction as longtime Tyler residents of Mexican
descent suddenly had to defend their status as citizens or pennanent residents.
"It was a complete and total chaotic situation," recalled Michael McAndrew,
Alexander l'vlendoza is all assistant profesmr of hisJury
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a Catholic Ranch Outreach Worker who helped Tyler Hispanics during the
ordeal. "If you looked poor you were out of school." McAndrew maintained.
The tensions were clearly evident as political cartoons and irate letters filled
the pages of the Tyler Morning Telegraph. Tn fact, the suit contended that children with Spanish surnames "or being of Mexican ancestry" had been required
to produce "proof of citizenship" in TISD, a problem that lawyers for the
Mexican American Legal Defense Fund focused upon when they brought the
case to the court systems.!
Yet in an unexpec1ed way, the friction stemming from the court case galvanized the burgeoning Hispanic population of Tyler.: Within a decade of the
Plyler ruling, the Mexican American community in Tyler had forged an environment that echoed their homeland. And while Mexican immigrants and
Mexican Americans might have been an invisible minority in the Rose City
prior to the 1970s, they would soon emerge from the shadows to lay claim to
their vision of a Mexican American community in East Texas. As such, they
banded together and forged a distinct neighborhood, or barrio, within the confines of the East Texas city. As historian Arnoldo De Leon noted in his study
of Houston's Mexican American community, the broad spectrum of businesspeople and common citizens of Mexican descent banded together to perpetuate a "setting that would reinforce a familiar atmosphere and foster pride in
being Mexicano."4 While the rise of Mexican American identity spanned
decades in the greater Houston area, Tyler's emphasis on supporting and nurturing a "Mexican" identity can be traced to a mere twenty-five years, as a
propagation of Spanish-language newspapers. television programs, eating
establishments, and other forms of "ethnic entertainment activities" marked
the emergence and presence of a population of Mexican descent in the Rose
City. Such a development would allow Tyler's Mexican American population
to use their barrio, or community, located near the heart of Tyler, to carve out
their own cultural space within the largely Anglo American majority.'
Historians previously examined the concepts of barrios and communitybuilding in the American Southwest during the 19805 and 1990s. Studies such
as George I. Sanchez's Becoming Mexican American (1995) have argued that
Mexicans and Mexican Americans in the United States shaped their native traditions into the cultural fabric of their Anglo-American landscape at the tum of
the twentieth century. In Texas, De Leon traces the preservation of "generations-old customs and beliefs" within Houston's Mexican American barrios,
arguing that Tejanos preserved the cultural elements of their native land within
the "culture of the host country." Yet the creation of these Mexican American
communities occurred in the early 1900s, a time when Mexican immigration
into the United States peaked. As Sanchez points out, the critical events of the
1930s-deportation and the Great Depression - galvanized the cultural identity of Mexicans into a "new identity as ethnic Americans."~ In the case of Tyler,
the creation of a Mexican American community did not occur until after the
Civil Rights movemem of the 1960s and 1970s. But as historians and social scientists have recently learned, even in areas that have not been traditional destinations for Mexican immigrants, a cultural amalgamation is taking place, pre-
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dominantly in rural and small [Own America. Accordingly, Tyler's Mexican
American baffio serves as the nexus for the rapidly increasing population of
Mexican descent that both desires to maintain to their ties to their native land
and assimilate into their new surroundings. While periods of tension and friction marked the establishment of the Hispanic community, the central tenets of
a dual cultural identity were also present in the cast Texas city.;
Tyler's Hispanic population boom in the last three decades of the twentieth century was truly dramatic. According to Smith County historian James
Smallwood, Tyler did not really have a strong Mexican American population
at the turn of the twentieth century. "Most were construction workers whose
stay was temporary, la~ting only as long as the work did:' Smallwood writes.
According to U.S. Census tallies, Tyler had only one person with a Spanish
surname by 1910. A decade later, Pete and Suzie Sanchez and their twelve
children added to the Latino presence. and, in the words of Smallwood, "the
county's Hispanic heritage was born." Yet as businesses blossomed in Tyler
during the 1940s and 1950s, the Mexican American population remained
steady and barely increased. As late as 1960, only about two hundred
Hispanics lived in the city, a number that reached approximately I ,XOO the following decade, the same decade that saw TISD officials apply the ordnance
banning undocumented children in their public schools. During the time the
case was on track to the Supreme Court Tyler's official Hispanic population
had grown to 4,037. but in the mid~t of such growth, Tyler-like other parts in
East Texas-remained committed to its southern past. not the Southwest identity forged by state leaders by the middle of the twentieth century. As the title
to Smallwood's study suggests, the city was "Born in Dixie."~
The growth in Mexican migration north at the tum of the twentieth century had generally dispersed Mexican immigrants to their traditional strong~
holds in South and West Texas. But the burgeoning oil and gas industries, and
the accompanying industrialization of the state, lured many Mexican immigrants toward less traditional locales in the Lone Star State. particularly
Houston, in eastern Texas, Houston's Mexican population had swelled to more
than 15,000 during the first two decades of the 19OOs. Tn North Texas, similar
patterns occurred a~ greater numbers of Mexican immigrants moved to the
Dallas-Fort Worth region. The U.S. Census reported in 1930 that more than
10,000 Hispanics resided in the two cities. While the Mexican-born population
did not compare to other traditionally strong Hispanic enclaves in the state,
particularly those along the border and South Texas, Mexican American communities throughout Texas took on a foreign quality, a~ barrius such as
"Indiana Alley" and "Los Altos de Juarez" took shape in Dallas. In Houston,
barrios like "El Alacran" and "EI Segundo" marked the Space City.q
In Tyler, the arrival of a Mexican working class population began much
later. flourishing only after 1980 as the incoming waves of immigrants and
migrants from other parts of Texas gravitated towards jobs at Tyler Pipe and
Foundry. the Tyler Mattress Company, and the General Electric plant. llI Prior
to that, the situation was "tough," according to MartIn Martinez, a native of
San Luis Potosi, Mexico who immigrated to Tyler in 1973 to work at a nurs-
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cry. Martinez remembers that in the seventies, the Mexican American community did not have any of the amenities that reminded them of home, such as
food, drink, and culture. "At that time there were two Mexican restaurants,
Gilbelt's El Charm and Cholo's, a small private place that sold menudo on the
weekends;' he recalled. The situation proved so dire, according to Martinez,
that the Mexican working class would have to wait for a woman to drive to
Tyler from Dallas each weekend with tortillas to sell. "If you wanted fresh tortillas. you had to make your own flour tortillas because no one sold fresh com
tortillas here [in Tyler] back then," he joked ,II
Martinez's lamentations of a paucity of authentic Mexican foods is central to what historian De Leon calls the transitional period of Mexican immigration, when Mexican immigrants who had planned to stay in Texas only as
long as they could make enough money to return to their homeland, begins to
shift to a more permanent situation. '1 The recently arrived Mexican immigrants in Tyler during the 1970s and early 1980s did not have the cultural
spaces and geographic locales that contained traditional Hispanic elements
found along the border and in South Texas. Instead, Tyler-like many other
cities in East Texas-was comprised of a predominantly white and black pop~
ulation. The challenge for newly arriving Mexican immigrants was to integrate
themselves in a community that was distinctly different from what they knew.
In South Texas, Mexican American communities had calVed their own place
alongside Anglo communlties, and in doing so had created three areas that
paid homage to their Mexican traditions: the rancho, the plaza, and the barrio.
While South Texas Hispanics may have developed such spaces through time,
East Texas and Tyler afforded no such luxuries. Instead, East Texas Mexican
Americans would have to create their own cultural niche in the Rose City
much like othcr Mcxican immigrants had constructed their own communities
in the Great Plains and upper South in the late 199Os.\3 In doing so, the Tyler
Hispanic population would lay the groundwork for a harrio, an ethnic enclave
that would serve as a source of food, culture, labor, and, education through
various small businesses that cater to the needs of the ethnic community.'4
According to urban geographer and historian, David D. Arreola, in
Mexico, resldential space in towns and cities is defined as a barrio. meaning
neighborhood. In his study of South Texas. Arreola found that barrios of
Mexican Texans had distinctive characteristics that allowed residcnts to rccognize the general boundaries of their neighborhood, but without a specific
delineation that was obvious to the naked or untrained eye. Across the
Southwest, the landscapes forged by a strong Mexican presence also had a few
shared features. Most barrios were located next to an industrial quarter and
adjacent to a "railroad alignment," and in most typical configurations familyrun businesses dominated the neighborhood, which focused primarily on serving barrio residents and the Mexican American communitylS In Tyler, there
was no specific catalyst that sparked the creation of a Mexican-oriented communily, or barrio. But the Hispanic population in Tyler, many of who had
arrived in the 19708, all seemed to agree that it was during the late 1980s that
a distinctive Mexican quality reached the Rose City, Martin Ambriz, a native
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of Mexico's state of Michoaca.n who makes his living in the carpentry business, noted that when he arrived in 19R4 from California, there was no sense
of community in Tyler. Yet by the end of the decade, he could tell that things
were changing. "Since I left Mexico, I have not had the chance to return, but
after several years, ] could meet people from my country and buy things that
were previously unavailable when I first arrived:'16
Mexican-owned businesses were not entirely new to Tyler during the latter part of the twentieth century. The city's history is well aware of the story
hehind Gilbert's El Charro Restaurant, which began operations during World
War II, While Mexican-themed food sellers were present in Tyler sillce the
tum of the century, they made no permanent presence in the Rose City until
Gilbert Ramirez took a chance at creating a pennanent eating establishment in
1943. Ramirez, a native of Reynosa, Mexico, bought out his partner and
launched what would ultimately become a Tyler landmark. The Ramirez family opened their doors on East Erwin Street, less than a mile east of downtown.
before moving their restaurant further east in 1952.1"' Erwin Street, whieh runs
cast-west. straight into the heart of downtown Tyler, would ultimately become
the nexus of what some citizens refer to as "Little Mexico:' in the latc twentieth century.lk That area of town also was close to the rail lines from the St.
Louis-Southwestern Railroad, which ultimately became the Union Pacific. By
the 1970s, the railroad focused on freight transport, but mass transportation
into the city stood less than a half a mile to the west via the bus depot. along
the northern fringes of the downtown area. 19 According to Ramon San Miguel,
who immigrated to Tyler from Guanajuato, Mexico in 1981, when he first
arrived in the Rose City. he walked out of the bus station and walked cast
towards the Erwin-Beckham Street intersections, towards a home where he
heard he could rent a room, San Miguel had already visited Tyler once before,
as part of a work gang that was driven in from Dallas to work in the construction field. "Back then," he recalls, "we just stayed inside the homes we were
renting and just watched the people pass by."' "There was nothing to do besides
work, anyhow," San Miguel concludes. 1(\
In a May 2000 supplement in the Tyler Morning Telegraph on the
Mexican American community's heritage within the city. a central feature of
the piece was the signiflcance of Mexican food. "Something for which the
Hispanic culture is widely known for is its food," the article reads, "but
Mex.ican items were not always available in Tyler."2! Guadalupe Correa, an
lmmigrant to Tyler, decided he would not have to wait for Dallas-area entrepreneurs to arrive with their Mexican wares. Instead, he chose to travel the
hundred miles on weekends and purchase food and other items and return to
Tyler to sell the Mexican commodities. The success of Correa's weekly trips
soon convinced him to launch his own business catering to community needs.
In 1976, the Correa family opened the Tyler Tortilla Factory in north Tyler.
along Border Street. The store, which catered to the burgeoning Mexican population in the city, was so popular that it eventually served other food items
such as barbacoa and menudo on the weekends. Barbacoa, which originated
in the Mexican and South Texas ranches generations ago, remains an urban
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staple well into the twenty-first century, according to Mexican American historians ,n The Tyler Tortilla Factory, which served a basic need for the Mexican
American population of Tyler, became a cultural beacon for the Hispanic community as families became regulars, according to Correa's daughter, Ana
Bonner. 21
The Tyler Tortilla Factory stood a mere half a mile away from the bus station and a few blocks north of the railroad tracks. At the time, city records
revealed a paucity of businesses owned by Spanish surnamed individuals. In
addition to Gilbert's EI Charro, the 1975 City Directory listed only six
Spanish-named businesses in the food industry. EI Chico Restaurant on North
Beckham, along with La Mejor Bakery and Reynosa Restaurant on East Erwin
Street, marked the only Hispanic owned businesses at the time, with the latter
businesses congregated near Gilbert's EJ Charro's original location on Erwin N ,
The foundation for such businesses revealed the areas of Mexican concentration in the north and northeastern part of Tyler. As city officials touted the
growth and development of South Tyler, the northern fringes of the city, the
location of public transportation hubs and the industrial jobs, received the
influx of Mexican immigrants and Mexican American migrants. Accordingly,
La Mejor and Reynosa were two blocks from some of the earliest employers
of Mexican descent Tylerites.~5 The rapid influx of the people of Mexican
descent was evident by 1980, as northeastern Tyler witnessed the birth and
development of more than a dozen new Mexican-themed businesses within a
half mile radius along the Erwin-Beckham Street intersections. In addition to
the usual food-related restaurants and taco stands, the burgeoning Mexican
community also boasted gift shops and grocery stores, as well as Artega's
Tortilla Factory, a competing tortilleria of The Tyler Tortilla Factory ,26 Even
the area north of the railroad tracks proliferated with increased numbers of
Hispanic residents. The 600 block of Border Street-just north of the Tyler
Tortilla Factory-exemplified the newfound growth as eight families with
Spanish-surnames lived in that one block?7
While eating establishments and grocery stores proved to be an integral
part in the development of a Mexican community in northeast Tyler, the rapidly growing population demanded other goods and services, and local churches and religious leaders interested in helping the Mexican American community soon met such needs. As historian Kenneth Hopkins has shown in his
study of the growth of a Hispanic community in Fort Worth and Tarrant
County during the early twentieth century, a booming Mexican American population immediately had problems with language barriers, access to public
services, and an educational disparity that placed additional stress on the predominantly working class citizenry?~ The sudden influx of new immigrants
prompted Tyler's Catholic Church, the Church of the Immaculate Conception,
to provide services to the Mexican American community beyond traditional
religious support. According to Deacon Ramiro Martinez, the Catholic Church
made a concerted effort to help the new migrants and immigrants settle into
the area by helping with "basic necessities." such as English classes, financial
tutorials, and even finding jobs for those in dire straits.~9 Yct the Catholic
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Church did not have a monopoly in terms of aid. A Hispanic Ministerial
Association began in 2000, boasting a membership of more than forty
Spanish-speaking Protestant ministers that catered to the Mexican and
Mexican American community_ One member was Pedro Garcia, a native of
Jalisco. Mexico who immigrated to Tyler in 1980. Mr. Garcia came to the
United States to earn a better living for him and his family before turning to
the ministry. As he witnessed the growth of hi~ tree-cutting business in the latc
eighties and early nineties, Garcia soon saw a higher calling to attend to the
needs of mi gente, or "his people," as he refers to them. Now a minister at
Iglesia de Divs Pentecostal in north Tyler, Garcia worked to counsel immigrants on American Jaws and customs. providing shelter. and helping other~
find employmenL l1i
Humanitarian groups also surfaced in the last two decades of the twentieth century to meet the growing demands of the rapidly growing population.
Clearly the language barrier was a central concern to the many individuals that
gravitated towards charitable work. Lisa Massar, for example. worked withthc
First Baptist Church in Tyler, to create Ninos de Promesa (Children of
Promise), a pre-school program. "We help teach them English so that they can
enter kindergarten and be successful," she said. "They have the language experienccs that they need and the developmental experiences that they need to
make them a success.":lI The Hispanic Service Center commenced operations
in 1990 in East Tyler. Later renamed as the Hispanic American Association of
East Texas (HAAET). the organization operated out of in what Director Ana
Fuggins, called the "heart of the Hispanic community." Fuggins, a Mexican
American native of Laredo, Texas, had grown up along the border. and was
intimately familiar with her cultural heritage and with a finn grasp on both the
Spanish and English languages. Upon her arrival in East Texas, she recognized
how "desperate" the Hispanic community was for help. Fuggins was largely
behind the Hispanic American Association '5 commitment to provide assistance in tax information, English as a second language courses, and computer
instruction. The organization received accreditation in 1998 from the Board of
Immigration Appeals to assist low-income immigrants in becoming legal U.S.
citizens. By the early 2000s, the HAAET had expanded its services to nearby
towns in Longview and Marshall,'~ the organization did however maintain its
original location on Erwin Street because as President Mitzi Arrellano pointed out. it was beneficial to those who "lived in that area.""
Tyler's Hispanic American Association's emphasis on serving as a liaison
between recent immigrants and the community at large was similar to Mexican
immigration patterns in other non-traditional destination areas in the United
States. Andrew I. Schoenholtz's study of Hispanic immigrants in Rogers.
Arkansas illustrated how the rapid influx of Mexican immigrants forced longstanding residents and foreign-born newcomers to confront "actual and perceived problems" through civic activism. Accordingly, political and business
leaders in Rogers sought ways to respecl lhe rights of the Hispanics while at
the same time reconciling their own cultural dlfferences.- In Tyler, the
Hispanic American Association assisted recent immigrants to make the transiQ
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tion towards assimilation, focusing on teaching the newcomers about local
ordinances and normal utility purchases, "Many come to the association asking basic questions as to where they can find the utility company and/or to
acquire their first American [identification] card (TD) ," according to Arrellano.
"The Hispanic Association provides many immigrants a picture TD that is usually recognized by the local Tyler Police department. The picture 10 was a
joint effort between the local police department and the Hispanic Association
in the event that if something werc to happen to the immigrants they could easily be identified."J5
With such economic circumstances more stabilized, the Mexican
American population in Tyler, eventually turned to needs to reinforce their cultural heritage in the 1900s. While the Mexican immigrant press had been present in Texas since the turn of the nineteenth century, in East Texas, the scant
Hispanic population had delayed the development of Spani~h-Ianguagcnewspapers until -1988, with the start of La Opinion. Based out of nearby
Jacksonville, approximately, 15 miles south of Tyler, La Opinion focuses on
local, national. and international stories of intcrest to the Mexican American
community. As historian Robert R. Trevino suggested, La Opinion was similar to other early twentieth century Spanish-language newspapers in that it
praised the efforts of Mexican Americans while denouncing social injustices
against Hispanics. Jh The East Texa~ newspaper, which uses Noti-Mex, Agenda
de Nmicias Del Fstado Mexicano (The News Agency of the Mexican State),
similar to the American news agency, The Associated Press, publishes many
stories focusing on Mexico and the people of Mexican ancestry in the United
States. Local and area news, as well as public opinion pieces, are translated by
a retired Mexican American Spanish instructor at a local college. J7
The extensi ve coverage of Mexican news and events naturally led to the
process of preserving the old country's culture and heritage residing in East
Texas. In 1987, for instance, the Mexican American community began to celebrate the Cinco de Mayo (5th of May), a celebration which commemorates
the Mexican victory over French forces in the Battle of Puebla, 1862. Tyler's
first annual Dieciseis de Septiembre, the _Mexican Independence Day festival,
occurred in 1992 and brought more than six hundred people to the grounds of
Tyler Junior College to see the crowning of 10 Ann Garcia as festival queen.
"What we are doing is attempting to bring our traditions, our hopes, and
expectations to the knowledge of the people of Tyler," Tyler City Councilman
Gus Ramirez said. Ramirez, who had won a seat on the city council in 1987,
applauded the efforts of the Hispanic American Association to provide a cultural niche for the residents of Mexican ancestry in the Rose City.3~ As Daniel
Arreola has argued, when customs and traditions are celebrated annually, they
become festivals. While Tyler may have lagged behind South Texas in its
annual celebrations, it did demonstrate a need to preserve Mexico's cultural
heritage?9 By the 1990s, as the Hispanic population had doubled to 8,986 since
the previous decade. the Mexican presence in Tyler could no longer he denied.
The population had increased to more than 13,000 in 2000, approximately 15
percent of the total population.~1
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The power of the Spanish-language media continued its imposing presence
as the Hispanic population in Tyler boomed into the twenty-flrst century. Local
Spanish-news organs, both radio and print, galvanized the Mexican American
community in the wake of anti-immigration rhetoric the spring of 2006. The
national media had consistently focused on the perceived problem of illegal
immigration and the results found its way to Tyler. To face such a challenge, on
April 6, Jose Sanchez, an attorney in nearby Longview. applied for a parade
permit in observance of The National Day of Action for Immigrant Justice. and
called on the Hispanic community via Spanish-language radio and print to support the cause. Sanchez hoped to capitalize on the momentum of the Hispanic
community to have their voices heard, particularly since the previous week.
dozens of Mexican American students at John Tyler High School had walked
out of their classes to protest HB4437, an immigration reform bill under debate
in the U.S. Congress that contained some significant anti-immigrant provisions.
Clearly tension betwecn both pro-immigration and anti-immigration forces was
high as the march made its way from the Super S Food store through the heart
of "Little Mexico," and ultimately toward the downtown area. The follo\\;ing
month, hundreds of Mexican Americans in Tyler gathered once again to participate as part of the Day Without an Immigrant in hopes they could urge lawmakers to help an estimated 11 million illegal irrunigrants settle legally in the
United States. and also in response to what the Tyler Morning Telegraph called
"rumors" that Immigration and Naturalization Service agents in Tyler "were in
the area snatching illegal immigrants off the streets," Disc jockeys from a local
radio station, 96.7 FM. La lnvasora, promoted the event weeks in advance and
did a live broadcast from the heart of the Rosc City, urging Hispanic residents
to participate. The protesters marched through "Little Mexico" and toward T.
B. Butler Fountain Square, at the heart of downtown Tyler, shouting "Si Se
Puede" (Yes we can) while some onlookers shouted "Go back to Mexico!"
Lorenzo Flores, a Tyler native who participated in the march highlighted the
significancc of the rally. "I am an American citizen and my family has served
in the military to defend thls country. 1 was waving the Mexican flag because
it is my heritage even though I was born here and my parents were born here,"
he said.
41

As the Mexican American population in Tyler continued to grow in the
twenty-first century. the characteristics of a barrio were evident. While there
was no segregation of Hispanics like the African American population experienced at the tum of the twentieth century, the Hispanic presence in the northeastern part of the city was delineated more by geographic lines and recent traditions rather than dejure or defacto demarcations. The term "Llttle Mexico"
may not be definitive to describe the Hispanic community in northeast Tyler,
but it does conjure up images of a strong Mexican presence. Many residents
consider the intersection of Beckham and Erwin to be the heart of this nascent
barrio. A mere four blocks to the east. along East Erwin, a proliferation of
Mexican-themcd businesses, ranging from taquerias to jewelry stores, surround a soccer field that hosts weekly games for the Jaguares (Jaguars) Soccer
League of Tyler.~1 Additional clubs and organizations, such as Wicked Toys
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and Los Unicos Lowrider Car Clubs, also mark the Mexican American presence in north Tyler with their shows and gatherings:n Yet as Kenneth Hopkins
has argued, barrios are not always pejorative terms analogous to a ghetto; a
barrio can also have positive contributions to its residents, In the case of Fort
Worth, Hopkins maintains that barrios offered the Mexican American population spaces for business, religion, and recreational activities.4~ Tyler's "Little
Mexico," sustains such criteria and more. As the Hispanic presence expands
upon other areas of the city, the heart of the Mexican American community
remains entrenched along the Erwin-Beckham Street lines.4'i
The creation of a Mexican American barrio in Tyler is still a work in
progress as educational gaps and socioeconomic disparity hinder the political
voice and economic power of the city's Hispanic population. Hopefully, this
cursory study of the growth of the Mexican American community in Tyler can
serve as a catalyst for further examination into the various subjects that require
additional scholarly attention. For instance, as first and second generation
Mexican Americans develop deeper roots in Tyler, they will likely one day
playa larger role in the political arena. Scholars must seize the opportunity to
develop oral histories and interdisciplinary studies in order to chronicle the
changes. Certainly the ability to read or speak Spanish will assist in further
studying the present Mexican American population, most of who currently
consider themselves as newcomers or first generation Americans of Mexican
descent. Meanwhile, additional question~ as to what Tyler's "Little Mexico"
will provide for future generations of Tejanos remain pertinent. Nevertheless,
in Tyler. a stronger presence has given the Mexican American community an
opportunity to pay homage to the land of their cultural birth while incorporating themselves, in varying degrees, to the social, cultural, and economic
processes of the city and its outlying areas, which will allow Tyler's residents
of Mexican descent to not feel like strangers in a strange land. While Mexican
American integration into the outlying neighborhoods and business districts is
occurring in Tyler, so does the possibility that new barrio.\' may emerge in
other parts of the city.4~
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Longview and is currently operated by Norman "Big Pit" Pitman. According to the founders, they
"created the chapters to lry and extend our movement to show that the Lowriding ... is not a crime
hut a lifestyle. in which we work hard for and invest a lot of time, effort, and passion into." See
Los lJ1licos Car Club Official Page, http://profile.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaclion=:user.view
Profile&friendID=418402422, accessed Fehruary 27.2009.
-UKenneth Hopkins, "The Early De~'dopJTIents of the Hispanic Community," 60-62. For a
sample of ~orlh Tyler's growing Latino presence, see the 2005 'IS'ler City Directory which highlights a dominant trend of businesses with Spanish name~ along the 1000 block of East Erwin.
"John Logan. Wenguan Zhang. Richard D. Alha, "Tmmigrant Enclaves and Elhni<:
Communities in New York and Los Angeles," Amerimn Sociological Review. Vol. 67. NO.2 (Apr.,
2002),299-322.

·'Christian Zlolniski, "Etnograjia de ll'ahajadores informales en un barrio de inmigrantl's
mexicanvs en el Silicon Valle.v:· Ret,,'ista Mexicllna de Sociolvgia Vol. 62. No.2 (April-June 20(0).
66. Terrence Haverluk's study of Hereford, Texas argues that the city, which was founded by
Anglo Americans in the mid twentieth century. has undergone a "Hispanii':Htion" of sorts. In 2000.
Hereford's Hispanic community grew to more than 61 percent of the city·s population and estimates are projected that the city will he comprised of 90 percent Hispanics within twenty years.
See Daniel Arreola. HiVlQl1ic Spaces, Latino Plaas: Community fmd Cultural Diversity (Austin:
University of Texa~ Press, 2004), II.
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TRUE BELIEVERS:
TREASURE HUNTERS AT HENDRICKS LAKE
By Gary Pinkerton*

The front page of a local newspaper on any given day is a barometer of
current events. On November 7, 1957, the Beaumont Enterprise provided
compelling insight into the times. Front-page stories reflected worries about
racial strife, dangers from hazardous chemicals, and the communist "Red
threat." The paper described the rehef of a Tennessee boy and his dog who
managed to avoid abduction by aliens, who landed in the pasture in front of
his house dressed like "Germans". On that same front page. a tale almost as
far-fetched brought an old East Texas legend back to the surface. A group of
Houston oil men began a search for Spanish silver-the legendary treasure of
Hendricks Lake.!
Hendricks is an oxbow lake near where Rusk, Harrison, and Panola counties meet a few miles north of Tatum, Texas. Oxbow lakes result from a river's
course change, in this case the Sabine River just to thc north. Hendricks Lake
is an arc of dark water almost a mile long, about one hundred feet wide, and
forty feet deep in places. Sloping banks shaded by low hanging oak and
cypress limbs draped with Spanish moss dominate one side. Marshy lowlands
on the other side drain off toward the current course of the Sabine.
Trammel's Trace, the first road into Texas from the United States territories to the north, passed right by Hendricks Lake in the early 1800s.1
Trammel's Trace was a backwoods trail for smugglers and horse thieves,
including Nicholas Trammell, Jr., the man for whom the trail is named, was a
secretive trader and the subject of many tales linking him with thievery and
contraband. During his short stay near Nacogdoches, Trammell became
involved in events leading up to the Fredonia Rebellion in Nacogdoches in
IR26. J

Hendricks Lake made page-one news at the end of 1957 due to a lingering treasure myth. As early as 1884, locals actively searched for treasure based
on the persistent retelling of an account fil1ed with detail but short on evidence. The legend told of the pirate Jean Lafitte and how his men plundered
the Spanish brig Santa Rosa in Matagorda Bay in 1816. The buccaneers
reportedly loaded six wagon~ with pure silver bars and struck out for St. Louis,
where the silver could he pressed into coins for easier disposal. According to
some accounts, the pirates joined with one of Nicholas Trammell's caravans of
stolen horses while transporting the silver. The band of thieves were camped
near Hendricks Lake on their way up Trammel's Trace when a scout alerted
the band to Spanish soldiers fast approaching to recover the silver. To try and
preserve their spoils for another day, the men rolled the wagons to the edge of
Hendricks Lake, cut loose the mules, and sank the wagons loaded with silver
in the murky depths. So the story goes:~
Stories about lost treasure hidden during pursuit are common across the
Gary Pinkerton is a native of Ea.H Texas and
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Southwest. 5 Many treasure myths included similar decisions by cornered
thieves to abandon or bury their loot to return another time. Of course they
never do, and the reported inability to find their haul allows myths to persist.
Two such myths are cOllnected to Nicholas Trammell. Rumors about treasure
he supposedly buried at the site of an old Choctaw village along Trammel's
Trace farther north resulted in the founding of Hughes Springs in Cass County.
The legend of Hendricks Lake evolved and grew over the years, varying
often in its details and unsubstantiated by verifiable facts. Dates range from
1812 to 1818. The treasure was a leather bag full of coins in some versions. In
others, it was three, six, or nine wagonloads of silver, along with a hogshead (a
barrel) full of gold nuggets. Gaspar "Hot Horse" Trammell is also associated
with the talc, though no other mention of this Trammell name has been found
outside the legend. Reportedly a man named Robert Dawson survived the
attack and reported the story in a St. Louis newspaper, but no source has been
found. More recently, details about three fishermen hauling up a bar of silver in
the 1920's revived the legend, but again, no substantiation has been found. A
Spanish vessel by the name Santa Rosa did indeed operate as late as 1821
between Cuba and Spain, after the reported dates for the plundering. but the
ship's log accounted only for trade goods, not silver." A recent comprehensive
history of the brothers Lafitte names many vessels that came under their control, but does not mention a brig named Santa Rosa as part of their plunder.?
A shortage of verifiable facts has not prevented the interest of treasure
hunters. The earliest documented search for Hendricks Lake silver was by a
son of the founder of Tatum, Texas. Paul "Uncle Fox" Tatum and his family
settled south of Hendricks Lake in 1865. Paul Tatum was described as eccentric, creative. and somewhat of a trouble-maker in spite of his prominence. In
1884 Uncle Fox had the right combination of ingenuity and resources to conduct a search for the Hendricks Lake treasure. Stories about his attempt
described his construction of a steam-operated conveyor with buckets attached
with which he intended to baH water out of the lake and expose the suspected
treasure. 8 In spite of his resources, Uncle Fox was never taken seriously. The
Galveston Daily News poked fun at his focus on the treasure.
The Henderson Times says the visionaries who have undertaken 10 pump
the water of out of Hendricks lake. in order to recover fabulous wealth from
the bottom, are still at work, though the water has not been lowered to any
considerable extent. They should tramjer their operations to the Gulf of
Mexico. A good deal oIwealth has heen l.eji under its waters by shipwrecks.q

Apparently it was not just a distant newspaper writer who made light of Uncle
Fox's attempt to find the treasure. Only two weeks later, Paul Tatum clubbed
a man to death in a quarrel about the draining of Hendricks Lake. 1iI
It is likely there were other undocumented attempts to find the treasure
after 1884. A richly illustrated, fuH-page wire service story in 1935 related the
legend in great detail, and described how a new highway bridge over the
Sabine had obliterated all evidence of the treasure. 11 The fact that the bridge
was actually miles downstream from Hendricks Lake would only have
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deterred those who did not know the area. Hendricks Lake was undamaged.
The treasure legend surfaced again in 1957. Harry E. Rieseberg, a selfdescribed treasure hunting expert, inspired a search reported by the BeaumOnT
Enterprise in November 1957. Riescbcrg had published numerous books and
written hundreds of articles for adventure magazines such as Argos)' and
Esquire beginning in the] 930s. A prolific writer but a suspect diver, Rieseberg
was prone to exaggeration in his tireless efforts to promote his projects. A
1939 article described how he had been attacked by a giant octopus. He
claimed to have applied for patents for mechanical tongs that could bring a
sunken vessel to the surface, as well as a vehicle he described as an underwater tank. His writing career reached its pinnacle in 1953 when Universal
Pictures produced a film called "City Beneath the Sea" based on one of his
treasure stories. 12
Rieseberg made a living embellishing and publishing tales of undersea
exploits read by a growing number of people eager for adventure. Hc may have
learned about the Hendricks Lake treasure legend from the broadly distributed
wire story in 1935, or could have even been the unnamed author. Rieseberg lived
in Galveston for a short time and repeated the legend in a 1936 Galveston
Tribune article he authored. Rieseberg hoped to attrdct the interest of potential
investors for his own underwater treasure expeditions.L' A similar search for
investors in Washington DC the previous year resulted in much publicity, but
ended with Rieseberg breaking his leg onboard the pro~pective treasure ship
while docked on the Potomac.I-I Tn his 1942 book, I Dive for Treasure, Hendricks
Lake was listed among hundreds of other treasure caches just there for the taking. 'j it was one of Rieseberg's magazine stories in April 1957, however. that led
directly to the expedition on Hendricks Lake the following November.
Rieseberg's story titled "Sunken Galleon Silver" made Hendricks Lake
the object of national attention.'~ Treasure seekers flooded True West magazine's office~, all asking for the location of the treasure lake in East Texas,
According to one local treasure hunter, "all he)) broke loose" after the article
was published. 17 Obviou~ outsiders appeared in Tatum and Carthage, asking
questions and looking for inside information. After the article created a stir,
Harry Rieseberg received a call from a Houston oilman asking questions about
the treasure. Andrew C. SoRelle, Jr. and his brother Henry SoRelle were successful independent oilmen from Houston who came to the lake with a plan to
find treasure using some of the "arne equipment they used to locate oil.
Twenty-eight-year-old Henry SoRellc was the group's expert on leasing and
contracts, while his older brother A.C. was the treasure hunter who spearheaded the expedition. 'R Rieseberg offered them enough information to stimulate their interest, and they had the equipment and financial wherewithal to
undertake a serious effort.
Silver was not the only treasure the Texan oilman pursued. A.C. SoRelle
Jr. was one of several born-again Christians who dri ned for oil in Israel based
on their interpretation of certain Scripture references. 19 SoRelle, along with
partners from both geological and religious circles, later drilled a well at Alile
on the coast south of Haifa.:)) They based their site selection on a scripture ref-
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erence indicating oil would be found at the "heel of Ashcr."21 That the scripture might refer to olive oil rather than petroleum was up for interpretation by
others, but not for SoRelle. He abandoned the project after investing $13 million when a drill bit broke off at 21,000 feet. The kind of passionate belief that
led A.C. SoRelle to drill for oil in places where faith overcame geological evidence was the same passion that led him to look so fervently for Spanish silver in Hendricks Lake. The SoRelles had all the resources they needed, but it
was their contact with a local treasure hunter in October 1957 that set them on
their way to the edge of the lake.
Bamie Lee Waldrop of Carthage was an amateur treasure hunter who had
a strong interest in Hendricks Lake but little capital to conduct a search?2 He
became the focal point of inquiries about the treasure following the Rieseberg
article in True West. Waldrop had his own plans for Hendricks Lake and developed electronic equipment for underwater searching before 1955,23 Waldrop
also held the treasure hunting rights on property bordering the lake for a number of years, hedging his bets that an investor would come along. When
SoRelle expressed an interest in conducting a massive effort to find the treasure. he had to go through Waldrop to get there.
As a result of their contacts with Rieseberg and Waldrop, the SoRellcs and
a group of fifteen partners hoping for their cut of the treasure mounted an
ambitious and well-financed effort to find the Hendricks Lake silver. The
group spent the last two weeks of October 1957 using an instrument from their
oil exploration to detect underground minerals. 24 Under the cover of darkness,
they floated the instrument to possible locations on the lake and marked potential spots for digging the next day. After a methodical search, they focused on
a small area at the southwest end of the lake. If their dredging resulted in a silver find, they planned to build a dam on either side of the hot spot and drain
that section of the lakc. What they found encouraged them to continue. They
scooped up an old singletree, the wood and metal connection fitted between a
mule team and a wagon. This tantalizing clue matched the legend.2s
Despite his interest and experience, Barnie Waldrop watched from the
banks of Hendricks Lake with two local men, Carthage Police Chief Lorenzo
Elden "Cus.h" Reeves and Corbett Akins, former sheriff of Panola County,
who were the primary landowners and provided access to the lake for a cut of
the treasure. Both were well known as hard-nosed lawmen. Akins reportedly
encouraged oilfield transients he found sleeping downtown to move on by
squirting lighter fluid on their feet and setting fire to their shoes. 2fi A simple no
trespassing sign with the sheriff's name written at the bottom was all it took to
keep onlookers and curiosity seekers at bayY Reeves and Akjn~ hoped all they
had to do to strike it rich was let SoRelle and his group go to work and collect
their percentage. Akins declined to say much to the newshounds about his cut
because he did not "want a lot of Internal Revenue boys on our necks." He
later implied his potential take was about ten percent. 28 Waldrop was not as
easily engaged; he was a treasure hunter, not one to stand idly by with curiosity while treasure was found on his home turf. Waldrop wanted to be more
directly involved.
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Under the watchful eyes of landowners. reporters, and stakeholders, the
largest search for Hendricks Lake silver ever conducted kicked into high gear.
Joe Titsworth of Kilgore started removing the bottom mud with a dragline,
assisted by R.Y. Oldham of the Oldham Construction Company in Longview.
After a week of fruitless digging, the team decided the dragline was too small
to penetrate the twenty-foot layer of silt, gumbo, and lignite. The SoRelles
called in a friend. Casey Jones owner of Jones Boys Moving Company of
Beaumont, to help penetrate the "blue mud" at the bottom of the lakc.N The
Jone~ Boys motto was "we move anything," but Casey admitted this was the
toughest challenge he ever encountered. He brought in a 100-ton barge crane
to do the heavier work, and Henry SoRelle recalled they almost tipped the big
crane over into the lake because the dig was so difficult.3!l Kell Jones, Casey's
cleven-year old son, was at the Jake with his father during the holiday break
from school. Kell saw one bucket scoop come to the surface with glittering
bars sticking out of the mud. Since silver bars were the object of the search,
everyone present became excited. What they found instead of Spanish silver
were petrified logs long buried in the bottom of Hendricks Lake, their crystalline specks glistening in the sun.-11
Record setting rainfall ended 1957 and carried into 1958. Heavy rains in
the area on the 12th and 13th of Novemher indefinitely delayed any further
work with the dragline. The SoRclles called off their initial !o\earch by the end
of November 1957, with nothing to show for their efforts.-')
While the SoRelles waited out the winter and spring rains, Barnie
Waldrop made his own plans. Waldrop had dreamed of Hendricks Lake treasure for years, but never had the resources to mount a serious effort. He was
ahead of everybody on the deal, according to the local paper, and worked on
the project even before the Rieseberg article appeared in 1957:' No longer
content to be just a spectator. Waldrop formulated a plan and gathered
investors during the weather delay and got his own search underway on
Monday, June 16th, t 958. Waldrop searched on the south end of the lake in
partnership with an unnamed Carthage business man and Thomas W. Bolton,
an oilman from Dallas. Armed with publicity and interest, Waldrop unveiled
his "ace in the hole," a specially designed underwater metal detector. His
description of the device displayed the combination of boastfulness and secrecy with which every treasure hunter must be endowed.
~f other method.Ii fail, I lim cOllfidenT thaT my personally designed mewllocating de~)ice will.tind the treasure, I spent monThs designinf{ and perfectill)? this device and had it huilt to my own exact specifications. Briefl.v. nol If)
give away any technical secrets, it consists of a dial panel, headphones. 100
feet of insulated cable, and a seurch coil Ihree feet in diameter that houses
hundreds of feet of copper wire. The search coil is lowered into the »'ater
from a boat. As the coil scans the bottom of Ihe lake. the operator listens
Thmu!?h the headphones for the variance in sound that would indicate the
coil has come in contaet with or has approached metal. The equipmem would
be operated from the hoat through use of the dials 1 have designed_ A COIl.\-Tant hum in The earphones \-wuld be interrupted ollly h), presence of metal.;·'
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Waldrop and his partners were not alone at Hendricks Lake in the summer
of 1958. When he and the SoRelles disagreed on the best location to search,
independent searches for the treasure began at the same time on opposite ends
of the lake. Just two weeks after Waldrop starteo scanning the lake bottom
with his underwater metal detectors, the SoRelles picked up their search at a
new location at the end of June 1958.~'
We contacted the lake owners. and they TOld us II Cllrthage man already
had the treasurt' hunting rights for the lake. But he s looking for the silver at
the southern end of the lake where people believe Trammell made his crossings. We think the treasure is in the north end of the lake -- where the high
banks mentioned in the account of the dumping are located, So we H.:ere ahle
to strike a bargain enabling us In look for the silver in the north half:'"

The SoRelles search during thc sweltering July heat was brief, in spite of their
passions for the treasure. Newspapers reported them digging one day and gone
the next. The ob~tacles were great, and money and interest waned:\'
Richard Carder, Jr., a Seagoville, Texas pharmacist, teamed up with the
SoRelles on their first attempt. but continued the search with Waldrop after the
Sorelles gave up. It was Carder who placed explosive charges at the bottom of
the lake in an attempt to dislodge the mud. J8 The team gave Diana Waldrop,
Bamie's 14-year-old daughter, the memorable task of detonating five sticks of
dynamite.39 Diana touched off the explosion and then crawled into a boat with
her father to investigate the results. When fish and snakes teemed on the surface after the blast, she climbed out of the boat onto a floating platform and up
a pole to get even farther away.
By the end of July 1958 Waldrop admitted publicly what he already knew
privately. His underwater metal detector, no matter how complex its construction, was either going to find random chunks of metal or nothing at all beneath
the thick gumbo mud covering the hard, lignite bottom of Hendricks Lake.
Nonetheless, Waldrop refuscd to give up. Even though he had downplayed the
idea before. Waldrop once again talked of plans to drain the lake when the
summer drought lowered water levels.-lI1 The self-described "cagey old timer at
this business" always seemed to know more than he would fully reveal.
Waldrop hinted he found something to confirm the legend, Not to be upstaged
by Harry Rieseberg, Waldrop published his own article about Hendricks Lake
in the Fall 1958 edition of Frontier Times magazine. Bamie was a little put out
by Rieseberg's grandstanding in his territory, so he used the article to grab a
little well-deserved glory.
. " there are naturally some things I won't divulge. But, just as a hint, consider thi:) . :)ix w(J!{on:) bore that lUlld of silw.'r into the slimy depths of

Hendricks Lake. While diving to explore the bortom of the Lake. I brought up
an ancient metal wagon tire such as might have been used on one of those
wagons, / took it to a metallur&ist. ~i/ho eSTimated it to be over ZOO years oLd.41

A photograph of Waldrop holding a wagon rim almost six feet in diameter appeared in the Houston Chronicle Maf:azine in October 1958. Waldrop's
trophy was a tempting prize linking past and present and a come-on for
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investors. Every treasure hunter needed financial support, and every patron
needed a little encouragement-something more than legend. Barnie's wagon
wheel was. his proof that Spanish wagons filled with silver still lay buried at
the bottom of Hendricks Lake.
Layers of fact and fiction surround every treasure legend and this one was
no exception. In a later photograph, Waldrop dlsplayed a different wagon rim,
this one larger in diameter and thinner in width than the one in the Chronicle
story. Which one carne from the lake'! Were either of them from an old Spanish
wagon, or were they tossed into the water by someone only wanting to tantalize the true believers? Waldrop's wife, witness to many fruitless endeavors,
simply wrote "closest to success" across the family's clipping of one of the
photos.
The SoRelles, Waldrop, and all the other treasure hunters hoping for their
percentage were gone by the end of the summer of 1958 with no silver to show
for their efforts. They searched underwater with electronic equipment, dredged
and dynamited with no success, but gave up before trying to drain the lake as
Uncle Fox Tatum had in the past. SoRelle and Waldrop organized the largest
and most expensive salvage efforts in the history of the legend, but they were
not the last to look for the Spanish treasure.
Waldrop's article about Hendricks Lake treasure in Frontier Times in
1958 did much to prolong interest. Barnie Waldrop organized another search
in 1960. A treasure seeker named Holcombe from nearby Longview made a
brief attempt in 1962 and sank a cylindrical metal well into the lake to create
a searchable dry spot. He gave up his attempt when water pressure collapsed
the walls of the pipe casings. Barnie Waldrop made another attempt in 1963,
and a syndicate from Iowa made several trips in 1965 .~~ A group from
Mississippi contracted to simply drill holes on the bank in 1969, but instead
brought in a bulldozer. dug a little harbor, and generally made a mess hefore
leaving under cover of darkness. Barnie Waldrop was back again at Hendricks
Lake in 1976, asked by business investors from Milwaukee and Los Angeles
to mark sites along the edge of the lake for possible exploration. 41 The publisher of the Trammel Trace Tribune in Tatum got another round of phone calls
from San Francisco, Fort Worth, St. Louis, Dallas, and Houston after a brief
article appeared in Southern Living magazine in March, 1981. As long as the
legend treasure remains unrecovered the lack of definitive proof will only
encourage other endeavors.
What the treasure hunters did discover was that their adventures generated publicity. SoRelle, Waldrop, and Sheriff Akins attracted so much attention
to themselves and Hendricks Lake that they became page one news in the Wall
Street Jvurnal in 1958 ..... Rather than focusing on the legend, the article examined how the frenzy surrounding treasure hunting in the 1950's led enterprising business owners to a different conclusion -- selling supplies to treasure
hunters was more profitable than treasure hunting itself. Maps, books, divlng
equipment, metal detectorr-;, and lots of other gear were sold all over the world
to would-be adventurers excited by treasure tales. Annual sales of metal detec-
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tors were hetween three thousand and five thousand during the mid-] 950s.
When they published a booklet listing possible sites in 1955, requests for
treasure maps overwhelmed The Library of Congress. Fearful it was misleading the public, they stopped publication when they ran out of copies after three
printings. Profiting from that fervor may have been what Harry Rieseberg had
in mind when he formed a corporation called Lieut. Harry E, Rieseberg
Associate~, to market his personally designed treasure maps to would-be
prospectors and salvors. 15
Noone ever matched the SoRelles in expense and effort, and none of the
treasure searches ever turned up even a single ounce of Spanish silver. A newspaper account reported the Iowa group found a coin from Madagascar on the banks
of the lake, but a member of the expedition later admitted it was placed there as a
joke on the group's leader and most fervent believer in the treasure story.4ti
Today, Hendricks Lake is a place where deer camps, oil leases, and memories of treasure hunts past are found. The gate to the oil company road on the
south end of the lake is closed by a string of padlocks, one for each of the
authorized lease holders. The old wagon wheel rim, the "closest to success"
any treasure hunter came to finding any real evidence, just made the legend
more enticing. Even fifty years later there are clues that might tempt another
treasure hunter. One of the old wagon wheel rims Bamie Waldrop held in the
photograph is exactly the same size and width as those on a two-wheeled
Mexican cart over a hundred years old at a stone supplier's business in
Houston.
Will ~omeone else, armed with today's technology and equipment, give it
another try? Will the curiosity needed to search for Spanish silver found only
in legend once again overcome the lack of evidence? As Bamie Waldrop once
said, "l,quien sabe, amigo?"
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UPPITY WOMEN RISE UP AND HAVE BREAKFAST:
THE EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION'S
WOMEN'S HISTORY BREAKFAST

B.\! Linda Hudson *
The women of the East Texas Historical Association's Women's History
Breakfast once saw themselves only as recorders. researchers, writers of history, and preservers of historical structures. They never thought of themselves
as history-makers until Association Vice-President Ted Lawe commented at
the first African American History Breakfast in September 2007 that the model
for such a session was the Women's History Breakfasts that he and wife
Gwendolyn had attended since 2001. When queried further by some of the
women members present about how the African American gathering came
about, it was evident that there were major differences in how the two breakfast sessions came to be part of the Association's annual program. Lawe related that member Bruce A. Glasrud, author and editor of a dozen or more publications on African American history, came to him with the idea of an African
American History Breakfast. As that year's program chair. Lawe consulted
with other colleagues in African American history and called the Association
office to ask if such a session was possible and. if so, could the office make
the arrangements with the Fredonia Hotel. '
Unlike the women in 199 l, Lawe and others interested in African
American history did not face any obstacles in 2007. Lawe did not go before
the Association's Board of Directors for approval, and no objections were
raised. Lawe did not have to explain the expected outcome of such a session,
or submit a detailed report of the meeting to Executive Director Archie P.
McDonald. When informed of the differences, Lawe offered a word of appreciation for the women and their pioneering efforts. He then wanted to know
more about the controversy surrounding the first Women's History Breakfast.
Linda Hudson. with the help of Gail Reil, and other original women breakfast
rebels, agreed to make such a presentation at the next breakfast session when
the Association met in Tyler the following February.!
At the Women's History Breakfast in Tyler in 2008, Hudson made a short
talk from her memory of events, as well as from personal correspondence concerning the organization of the first women's breakfasts. In 2008, the earlier
experiences of the women members in 1991 seemed more like a Saturday
Night Live comedy skit than a statement of historical facts. Those attending
the Tyler breakfast session laughed about the objections and barriers thrown in
the way of the women in 1991, and they also commented about how times had
changed. Newly appointed Association Executive Director Scott Sosebee and
others who attended the breakfast urged Hudson to write the history of how
the Women's History Breakfast came to be using the memories of the still-living participants. One suggested that the memoir be presented in the fall meeting and then expanded into a manuscript for publication in the East Texas
Linda lludon is a retired Profesmr of History at East Texw' Bllp/isl Unil·eni/.\" and was East Texm
Historical Association President in 2000-2001. She curn'ell.\" /ires' ill George/own.
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Historical Journal. The goal was to establish an accurate record of the founding of the women's history breakfast before all the original participants died
and the story was lost. Looking back, the women's breakfast founders realized
that history had been made and in an unexpected way.-l
It is known that the first Women's Breakfast made history on Saturday
September 14, 1991, at 7:00 A.M", in the dining room of the Fredonia Hotel
located in downtown Nacogdoches. Natlonal or Texas history was not made
when like-mlnded women had breakfast together, but it was a history-making
event in the history of the East Texas Historical Association. Women had never
organized anything as a group within the Association and it seemed to frighten
and offend some of the more conservative members. The Association's recognition of East Texas women's history occurred thirty years after the establishment of women's history as a sub-field of the historical discipline. The nascent
women's historians of the 1960s began to write a new history of women, one
that ,.vas more than just a history of "women firsts," or that of a spouse or a
daughter of an important man as reflected in diary entries, or as an account of
surVIving great distances traveled in covered wagons, or as settlers. Twenty
years earlier, Gerda Lerner published The Woman in American History and historian Carl Degler had explained that women historians "perceive important
connections in the past that male historians tend to overlook." By the 1990s,
women's history looked at the role females played in shaping national politics
and policies and some of the Association '8 women wanted to show the contributions of East Texas women to local, state. and national history.4

I t seemed like a reasonable request in 1991 for East Texas women to have
breakfast and discuss their mutual interests in history. After all, Stephen F.
Austin State University had a women's historian, Sylvia McGrath, who
offered courses in women's history. Examination of this earth-shaking event in
the hi storical context of 1991 makes it even more remarkable that anyone
would object or that it would he a subject of controversy. The Cold War was
over, the Gulf War came and went in a few short months. Nelson Mandela was
released from prison, and Apartheid ended in South Africa. At the movies Julia
Roberts starred as a prostitute who scored big in "Pretty Woman" and Jessica
Tandy and Morgan Freeman amused audiences in the poignant commentary on
southern race relations, "Driving Miss Daisy," While a best selling book was
Robert Fulgham'5 sweet and simple All I Really Needed to Know I Learned in
Kindergarten. television networks featured family hour situation-comedies
with almost no topic left sacred. Women starred in roles such as the crode
working-class "Roseanne," the out-of-wedlock mother "Murphy Brown," and
featured the mishaps of the sex-starved single women of "The Golden Girls."
Oprah Winfrey won her first Emmy for the most "Outstanding Talk Show"
that same year, an hour long program that left few taboo subjects not discussed. Fox Network became the first network to feature ads for condoms in
prime time. Women had found their place in American society-except for
women of the East Texas Historical Association, who wanted to have breakfast together as a part of the Association's official program to discuss women's
history.'
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By 1991, women had served in elected leadership positions throughouc the
world in such unlikely places as India's Indira Gandhi, Pakistan's Benazir Bhurto,
and Corazon Aquino in the Phillipines. That year, Margaret Thatcher ended her
fifteen-year leadership a<.; the longest serving prime minister of Great Britain in
the twentieth century. Six women served in the U. S. Senate, forty-seven women
served in the U.S. House of Representatives, and twenty percent of state legislatures in the United States consisted of women. In Texas, Ann Richards began her
tenn as the fIrst woman elected in her own right as governor. The East Texas
Historical Association had actually had four women serve as president since
1980- Marion Holt, Jewel Cates, Virginia Long, and Linda Cross. Judy
McDonald, the wife of Executive Director McDonald had in 1991 served as the
mayor of Nacogdoches for three years of what became an eight year tenure,6
In East Texas as elsewhere some people still believed women should be
subservient to husbands and the other men in their lives. In 1991, Texas
Baptists were in the midst of a colossal battle over doctrinal issues involving
the role of women in the church and whether the Bible had been inspired and
every word in it was inerrant. That summer saw about one-fourth of all Baptist
congregations split and fonn the conservative Baptist Fellowship of Texas that
ultimately created their version of the Baptist Faith and Message. Many
Association members were staunch Baptists dealing with this schism in their
local churches and did not need any more changes in their lives. The conservatives were sure that if belief in the inerrancy of the Bible ended, American
society and the world as East Texans knew it would come to an end.)

It was as if the views of England's Queen Victoria still prevailed when she
condemned the "Mad, wicked folly of 'Women's Rights," At least that was
what it seemed like when some members of the Association read in the preprinted program that the women planned to breakfast together. No matter that
in 1926 Panola County elected Margie Neal as the first Texas woman to serve
in the Texas State Senate. This was the 1990s and a line needed to be drawn
somewhere in the quicksand of decaying cultural norms and moral values, all
caused, they believed, by the women's rights movement, which some people
automatically equated with women's history."
Religious conservatives waged a political cultural war against feminism
in 1991. primarily as a reaction to a "Third Wave" of feminists that emerged
when women realized that an amendment to the constitution, a Supreme Court
uecision, or state or federal legislation could not erase sexual discrimination
that was so ingrained within the fabric of American society. Men and women
of that year who considered themselves "Liberated," or whose "conscience"
had been raised, or even considered themselves "Enlightened," did not recognize the extent that sexism still permeated their private and public lives until
women challenged the status quo. 9
The idea for the women to meet for breakfast in 1991 began with no plan
for radical politics or changes in the Association, but instead it developed by
acddent when several people and events converged. The year before the
University of North Texas Press, under the direction of East Texas native Fran
Vick published. Wanda Landrey's Boardin' in the Big Thicket. a delightful
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social history of East Texas boarding house life with photos of these establishments and recipes of food they ~erved. Hudson reviewed Landrey's book
favorably in the East Texas Historical Journal and Landrey wrote a note in
appreciation for the positive review. Landrey also expressed her desire to meet
Hudson and hoped that their paths crossed soon. Although both had attended
Association meetings, they had never met. The idea of an East Texas women's
history breakfast gained further momentum since many members had also
attended breakfast women's history meetings during the Southern Historical
Association and the Southwest Social Science Association meetings, continental breakfasts sessions with a paper presentation on women's history.lO
The possibility of a woman's breakfast session came to further fruition
when Executive Director McDonald recommended Hudson as program chair
of the Nacogdoches fall 1991 meeting. Anyone who has served as program
chair or on the program committee has faced the shock and awe of a blank program template and the realization that you must find at least ten session chairs,
thirty history papers, and get notable banquet and luncheon speakers to speak
for free and pay all their expenses when they usually get stlpends ranging from
hundreds to thousands of dollars plus paid expenses. Somehow Hudson completed the fall program in the allotted time but the association had no breakfast sessions, and. had never held any previously. Breakfast was the only time
left in the program agenda to have an additional session, so that was how
Saturday morning came to be the women's breakfast session. ll
Hudson wrote the grand dames of the East Texas Historical Association to
learn their response about a women's breakfast similar to that held by other
historical associations. Communication between Hudson, Texas Historian
Margaret Henson of the University of Houston, and Texas Folklorist Ernestjne
Sewell Linck of what was then East Texas State University at Commerce, led
to an agreement that the Association women meeting for breakfast would he a
good idea. It would allow women to network, share infonnat i on , and encourage more interest in the women's history of East Texa.<.;. These women in tum
talked with and wrote additional women for input and suggestions. Lucille
Terry of Jefferson, Jewel Cates of Dallas, Ada Holland of Texas A&M, Gail
Beil of Marshall, and Vera Dugas and Sylvia McGrath of Stephen F. Austin
State University, offered encouragement. With the backing of these formidable East Tcxas women, Hudson approached McDonald about having a
Saturday morning Women '8 History Breakfast session,12
McDonald readily agreed to list the "Womenfolk's Informal Breakfast
Buffet" in the printed program for Saturday morning and sent out a copy of the
program with the East Texas Historical Journal mailing. Perhaps his ease in
agreeing to such a breakfast was based on McDonald's newly acquired sensitivity that emerged after wife Judy was elected mayor of Nacogdoches, and
since she had more important things to do, left Archie on his own cooking in
the kitchen and washing hls own socks.1-'
When some members of the Association received the program in the mail
with a women's brcakfa~t listed on the program, these men and women feared
the worst outcome possible from women having breakfast together. Apparently
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some called the executive director and complained that he had let things get out
of hand. According to McDonald, some fcared the women would try to take
over the Association. Worse still. the women might file discrimination suits or
decide to hrcak away and fOim their own association. leaving the men to
founder in financial mayhem. At that time, after subtracting institutional members, women did make up about half the Association's members.\4
With the initial okay from McDonald to proceed with breakfa..'it plans.
Hudson began the process of notifying women about breakfast that eventful
Saturday moming in the Fredonia Hotel. Postage was only twenty-five cents for
first-class stamps, and Hudson sent letters of invitation, first to women who regularly attended the Association's meetings, and eventually to about a hundred
women members throughout the state who occasionally attended. McDonald's
secretary, Esther Kerr, called the Fredonia Hotel and asked that a few tables be
reserved at the back of the main public dining room for the women. There were
no advance tickets sold. no reservations, and little publicity other than the listing
on the program as "WOMENFOLKS' INFORMAL BREAKfAST BUFFET(Women's History-Men Invited) 7:00 A.M.-(Breakfa1oit Area to be Posted).""
Before the fateful day, McDonald invited Hudson to attend the Board of
Directors meeting to answer concerns some Board members had about the
women's breakfast. On Friday, September 13,1991, Hudson appeared at the
Board of Directors meeting and vouched for the virtue and character of the
women planning to have breakfast together-Mrs. Terry, Margaret Henson,
Ernestine Sewell Linck, Gail Bcil, Pat Kell, and Sylvia McGrath -and stated
that none were radical femlnists, Lesbians, or women libbers. After little discussion and no irate protcsts by board members or visitors, the women were
allowed to have their breakfast on Saturday morning, but on a trial basis. They
would decide then what they wanted to do further as a group. Hudson would
report later to McDonald and if he thought anything required board approval
then the women would bring their proposals to the next board meeting. After
the board meeting. Hudson privately promised to a by then not-too-amused
McDonald that these normally sedate and refined church going women would
not he emboldened by having breakfast together to bum their bras in the lobby
after the breakfast or jump naked into the hotel swimming pool on Friday night
during the Nacogdoches Chamber of Commerce Reception that was then held
on the patio of the hotel. 16
At the registration desk in the lobby. a small sign laying nat on the table
instructed women to go through the breakfast buffet and sit together in one
area of the dining room on Saturday morning. On the morning of September
14, 1991, much to the amazement of the breakfast organizers, the hotel staff,
and others trying to have breakfast and conversation. twenty-two women
showed up and took tables and chairs along one whole sidc of the dining room.
The "uppity women." as McDonald called them. ate and planned their rebellion amid~t the clatter of busboys clearing tables, waiters serving juice and
coffee, and conversations of hotel guests and Association members getting
louder and louder as they competed to be heard over the women getting louder and louder as they introduced themselves and discussed their history inter-
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ests and planned for a breakfast at the next meeting. Based on feedback from
initial responders. Hudson distributed a survey that asked, "What do we want
to do as women members of the ETHA? What are other women's history
groups doing? Do we want to organize as a sub-unit of ETHA? Do we need to
make any proposals that require ETHA Board of Directors action?17
Women introduced themselves and told of theIr Interest in women's history
as best they could under the circumstances. They presented examples of work in
women's history in other organizations. Some suggestions from the group included one session on women's history during each meeting; a grant for research of
women's history; a scholarship for the study of women's history; a clearinghouse
for study of East Tcxa'\ Women. as well as encouragement of articles for publication, and perhaps the formation of a speaker's bureau. Distinguished pmfessional women from career fields such a~ business, education, journalism, photography. and folklore, with research interests ranging from Native Americans to
post-WWII, all attended the meeting. FinancIal limitations meant the grants and
scholarships had to be deleted, but some of the women volunteered to coordinate
future breakfasts, chair sessions. present papers on women's history, edit a
newsletter, and most importantly, they agreed to have another breakfast at the
February 1992 spring meeting in Beaumont Marion Holt, professor at Lamar
University and the first woman president ot"the Association in 1980, volunteered
to handle arrangements for a separate breakfast meeting room so as to not disturb
other guests and so attendants could more easily hear one another. McDonald
requested a detailed report of the fIrst women's meeting to check if anything
required board approval, but also to soothe the ruffled feathers of the objectors
who saw the women's meeting as divisive. 'R
After the fall meeting in 1991, Hudson compiled a report to McDonald
after Mary Ann Chapman, of Argyle, sent informal minutes of the women's
informal breakfast. In a letter consisting of part news about members and feedback about response to the general meeting in September, Hudson gave
McDonald an infonnal report of a dozen decisions made by "the uppity, hightoned, and feisty women," as McDonald referred to them variously when he
was in a good mood. "You men are lucky that we are not radical feminists, yet!"
Hudson warned. "The mood is not to overthrow the present leadership at this
time," Hudson assured him. "All the women want to do is eat breakfast together for goodness sake!" she had told McDonald and the Board of Directors earlier. In essence, the women made no plans to sub-divide as a group, create a
separate organization, or have separate meetings. They only wanted a separate
meeting room for breakfast in whlch they could hear one another without
yelling. Men were even welcomc at the breakfast if they wished to come. When
he received the report and minutes of the women's meeting, McDonald saw no
need for board actions on any of the women's requests.'~
One goal of the women's breakfast group was to enhance the
Association's visibility and mission through networking and encouraging
research, writing, presentations, and publications about the women of the East
Texas area. The general consensus of the women's group was to be an asset to
the Association and not splinter off in any way and weaken the organization,
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or be categorized, isolated, and ignored as an insignificant area of women's
history. Chapman and Hudson creatcd thc first newsletter that was included
with the next general mailing of the East Texas Historical Journal. 20
Twenty women attended the second Women Folk Breakfast in Beaumont
at the February Association meeting in 1992. Because of teaching and a heavy
Ph.D. course work load at the University of North Texas, Hudson did not
attend this meeting. Pal Kell took minutes and recorded that women voted to
provide a session on women's history for each future program and wanted to
keep the breakfast informal, aside from having a chair and secretary who
would offer continuity from meeting to meeting and be responsible for organizing a session on women's history for each meeting. Also. the women voted
to have the breakfast as a session of each subsequent meeting and for it to
begin at 7:30 A.M. They wanted to set guidelines on how to choose these East
Texas Women of Distinction whose archives were fertile ground for research
and publication. Priscilla Benham and Ernestine Linck volunteered to work up
guidelines and present them for approval at the next meeting, While most
women at the hreakfast talked about their research or local interests. such as
Mamie Bogue's research on women in the Beaumont area during World War
II, Lucille Terry was concerned about people coming to Jefferson and remodeling houses without following historical preservation guidelines. She was
working to crcate interest in more accurate preservation of these homes.~'
When Hudson was late in reportlng the women's February breakfast activities to McDonald in April. he was in a testy mood. McDonald responded to
Hudson on April 21, 1992, and also sent copies of his two-page letter to
Association President Bill O'Neal and Vice-President Audrey Karie!. He
informed Hudson that if the women wanted their own women's history sessions
they would have to organize it themselves. He would have a breakfast meeting
room arranged for the meetings and collect money for breakfast, but the women
needed Board of Directors approval for an exclusive women's history session
to be included in each Association meeting. McDonald informed Hudson that
someone would have to request an exclusive bi-annual women's history session
at the Board Meeting the following February 1993 in Huntsville. He apparently misunderstood and thought that the East Texas Women of Distinction was an
award that the women wanted to create to honor individual women and not a
list of notable women that were in need of research.
"What qualifies one as being distinct that is different from the award structure in place?" McDonald asked. "Who judges it, what award is to be given, who
will pay for it?" he continued. He informed Hudson that "all awards presently
given arc available to women on an equal basis with men," yet he admitted that
"the women have fared less well than men in some categories," and explained
that he did not think that "it is the result of prejudice." To prove women had
played a role in the Association McDonald had his secretary or some hapless
teaching assistant comb ETHA me cabinets for past records and programs and
compiled data on women's participation in the Association. McDonald reported
on the number of women presidents, vice-presidents, and how many women had
chaired sessions and had given papers. He then listcd the awards: Steen, 14
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males, 4 women; Chamberlain, men 13, women 2; Fellows, men 14, women 3.
He did not have the results of the Lock awards but women had fared better in
the teacher awards than in the others. Nowhere in McDonald's list of women's
accomplishments was there evidence of sessions devoted solely to women's history in the history of the East Texas History AssociationF2
McDonald seemed irritated that the "woman problem" had not gone away
and perhaps he was still getting flack from some of the more conservative
members. Hudson and Vista McCroskey had already organized and sent to
McDonald a Women's History Session for the fall meeting in Nacogdoches in
1992 with papers by Gail Beil on women civil rights workers, Sylvia McGrath
on what women were researching in other parts of the country, and Janice
Luebbenhussen about Fort Worth's first woman postmaster in the 1880s. "We
have had sessions on women's issues right regularly and that can continue
unofficially until you all make it official," he announced. Although the spring
1993 February session was not due until September 1, 1992, he asked Huds-on
to, "Get whoever will arrange your next session in gear so they can get their
session over to James Olsen at Sam Houston as soon as possible."~~
In September 1992, Hudson found herself at yet another Board meeting,
this time to defend a separate women's history session at each meeting and
explain the plans for a possible publication in ten years or so that would be the
fruit of these sessions. "East Texas Women of Distinction" would be a list of
Texas women culled from the annual list of Who's Who that had been published for decades. Pricilla Benham attended the board meeting and explained
that she would collect the papers and edit such a biographical collection. 2A
In her September 29, 1992, letter-report on the women's fall breakfast
meeting activities to McDonald, Hudson sounded morc amused than irritated
about the ruckus caused over having separate women's history sessions. The
women had first talked of integrating women's papers into other sessions, but
then decided it would be simpler to find a session chair and papers from networking with other women and submit it all together as one package. "I want
it on record that I will hold out for some things to be kept women's and some
things to be kept men's to the bitter end, like restrooms:' Hudson wrote. "I
don't even share a bathroom with my husband at home. We get along better
that way," she concluded. She outlined what exactly the women wanted and
added, "I hope that this does not pose a threat to anyone. Ignorance is an ominous thing and Thate to see people forming opinions without knowing what is
going on." In dosing, she suggested that McDonald ask McGrath about her
presentation that fall on a woman named Samantha Allen "who 'rastled' with
the woman question back in the 1890s" and found it "rather tiring to climb up
and down off of her pedestal" to do all her chores. McGrath had introduced the
women to nineteenth century author Marietta Holly's "On Sculpting the
Figger of Liberty." It was delightful satire, especially when juxtaposed against
the hollow barriers being thrown up in the path of East Texas women wanting
to have breakfast together and share their interests in women's history.2~ The
"uppity women" had set the stage for other groups who might wish to meet
and discuss. history such as those interested in East Texas' black history.
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Twenty-seven women attended the women's
breakfast session the fall 1992 and adopted a constitution that Pticilla Benham and others had put
together. It outlined election procedures for officers
to rotate up from secretary, to co-chair. and to chair.
The chair would host the breakfast meeting, oversee election of a new secretary, and would be
responsible for organizing the next women's history session. The Co-chair would assist the chair as
newsletter editor, gather attendance information,
and coned session papers on women for the Texas
Woman's University archives that archivist Dawn
Sylvia MrGrath
Letson would accept and house. The secretary
Fall 1995-ETHA Quilt Exhibit would collect breakfast tickets. read minutes of previous meetings, and take notes of the prescnt meeting and give a copy to the newsletter editor, at that time, Quida Dean. Until
Pricilla Benhams's husband's fatal illness in 2000 and after 2005 when her
Parkinson's disease interfered with her activities and travel, the University of
Houston history instructor kept the women's breakfast group organized and on
task. Since her retirement the women have been less well organized and have
had only a secretary to record attendance and interests and a chair to organize
the next women's history session.26
Networking at the breakfasts provided support and encouragement for
research and publishing women's history, and helped broaden the sphere of
East Texas history. Barbara J. Rozek of Houston chaired the spring women's
session in Huntsville in 1993 where Jane Guzman of Dallas talked about
"Dallas Businesswomen of the Barrio: From Kitchens to Boardrooms,"
Beverly Rowe of Texarkana gave a paper on "Listening For Women's Voiccl\:
Civil War in Ea~t Texas," and Linda Hudson of Kilgore presented a paper on
"Women in Our East Texas Past: A Source of Discovery," in which she
explained that the "problem confronting East Tcxas women is not a lack of significant women in our area, but an overabundance of them." She admonished,
"Women of our generation have a duty to preserve women's history through
women's eyes and women's hearts for future generations of women."2]
In Huntsville at the breakfast, the women again voted to accept the constitution they had adopted al the previous meeting and made plans for the fall
meeting by electing Marion Holt chair. Gail Beil, co-chair, and Mamie Bogue,
secretary. Dean created a one-page newsletter for the next two breakfast meetings, which was included with the Journal mailings. Thirty-eight different
East Texas women, their husbands, and Doug Barnett of the Texas State
Hi~tori(;al Association attended four women's breakfast sessions between
1991 and 1993. The spring meeting in Huntsville in 1993 was a milestone for
the Association's Women's History Breakfast, for the women were accepted
into the fold as harmless rebels and they faced no more inquisitions in front of
the Board of Directors. The breakfasts and women's session have since
become a regular part of the routine of Association meetings. 2x
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Benham eventually gave up on creating a publication on "East Tex.as
Women of Distinction" because of difficulties in finding a publisher. In
January 1995, she considered asking the Board for sponsorship of such a publication to help give the project more validity_ Instead of one publication on
East Texas women, the various research projects generated by the Women's
History Breakfasts have led to session presentations. Encouragement from
those papers led to a wide variety of publications, The East Texas Historical
Journal, and the Southwestern Historical Quarterly, both have published
papers originally presented in sessions, and while some were expanded into
hook chapters. others became book-length publications.~9
The Women's History Breakfasts have settled down to a routine of women
and men introducing themselves and sharing briefly their current research or
history interests. In 1997 Rozek had women bring their favorite quote by a
woman, and in 1998 Pat Kell organized a quilting project and the "Lone Star"
Quilt, when raffled, raised almost $2,000 for the Association's endowed
account. Beginning in 2000 the women began mourning the death of the
breakfast founders. Margaret Henson died suddenly late in 2000, Ernestine
Linck in 2001, and Lucille Terry in 2002. Beginning in 2001 and until her
death in September 2006, Sylvia McGrath sent out the newsletter via email
from Stephen F. Austin State University. Like the dedicated historian and
beloved teacher that she was, the Radcliff and Michigan State trained professor died at her desk after thirty-eight years of teaching women's history at the
Nacogdoches university.lO
attended
the
Women's
Men
Breakfasts from the beginning. Doug
Barnett came seeking entries on women
and authors for the Handbook of Texas.
Max Lale, whose authoritarian voice was
like the voice of God, blessed the
women's breakfasts and came with his
wife Cissy Stewart LaIc, who introduced
the organization to the primitive art of
Fort Worth's Sweetie Ladd. Charles
Linck, who came with Ernestine (who
Patricia Kell
always dressed as if she had stepped out
J998 Qw'lt Exhibir
of a page in Vogue Magazine), recalled
how intimidated he felt by all the accomplishments of the women. While most
men came with their wives, one man, Melvin Mason of Sam Houston State
University, introduced himself by announcing that as a recent widower he was
there looking for a wife, which brought laughter but no volunteers. Ron
Ellison of Beaumont has been a regular attendee. R.G. Dean, whose wife
Ouida was a founder of the breakfasts, suggested. the name be standardized as
"Women's History Breakfast" when he was Association president in 2005. Up
to then the women did not have a standard name for the Saturday morning
breakfasts and had used various names according to what the program chair
sent into the office for the program:"
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The Women's History Breakfasts have been held at every spring and fall
meeting since 1991. In addition to the thirty-six Women's Hi~tory Breakfasts
where women networked and shared research, by 200R the breakfast group had
organized thirty-six sessions on Women's History. By September 2008,
Association women and men members have made a total of 105 historical prcsentations on women associated with the East Texas area. In the early days of the
breakfasts these papers were placed in the archives of Texa, Women's University,
the East Texas Research Center at Stephen f. Austin State University, Rice
University. and other repositories where they are available to rc~archers.12
As a result of encouraging research in the history of East Texas women
many presentations have been made. Jean Stuntz spoke on women in Spanish
Texas, and Carolyn Norgaard on women in old Nacogdoches; Beverly Rowe
and Vicki Betts enlightened the audience on American Civil War women;
Francelle Pruitt wrote on divorced and abandoned women in the nineteenth
century; Mary Kirby and Bettie Kennedy made presentations on African
American women; Cynthia Devlin talked on women land men and airline
stewards; Sarah Jackson spoke on women poets and writers; Blanche Brick
researched her aunt, the first woman mayor of Longview; Carol Riggs told
about women in the lumber industry: and Sarah Greene, an editor herself. presented women editors and publishers of small town newspapers. Marie
Alsmeyer, a regular breakfast attendee and retired Navy WAVE who once told
of her experiences in World War II, recalled the most memorable women's session she ever witnessed. That was when former Woman's Air Service Pilot
Marion Stegeman Hodgson of Fort Worth appeared in uniform as did Janet
Brantley of Tex.arkana College. Brantley, who was dressed in coverd.l1s, brogans, and bandana, repeated the words that she heard from the oral interviews
that she conducted with WWTI women defense workers in the Texarkana and
Karnack defense plants. H To share this knowledge of East Texas women with
a wider audience, presenters should expand their papers and submit them for
publication in the East Texas Historical Journal.
Since 1980 there have been eleven women Association presidents and
seven of those have served since 1991. Women have become morc active in
all areas of organization leadership, partially as a result of their increased
encouragement at the breakfasts. In the seventeen years since the first
Women's Breakfast, time has taken several women members of the East Texas
Historical Association who held the living memory of events thal shaped the
Women's History Breakfasts and the history of the Association. The sanitized
official Minutes of Board Meetings contain none of the controversy surrounding the first Women's Breakfasts. Furthennore, the official records of this era
are boxed away in the East Texas Research Center and need cataloging before
they are available for examination. Much of the personal correspondence
between the members about those early breakfast meetings has been lost It did
not seem important to keep letters about ordinary events.-H
The East Texas women who planned and met for breakfast in 1991 did not
think of themsel ves as history makers until their experiences were compared with
the ease with which the African American historians held their first breakfast ses-
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sion. The controversy surrounding the women's desire to breakfast together was
reflective of the early stages of the post-feminist era, a back-lash against the
women's rights movement that had begun at the peak of the women's movement
in 1977 when the National Women's Conference met in Houston. This conference was the first meeting of its kind for women since the 1848 Seneca Falls
Convention. As a result of her attending the meeting and getting little response
John Birch Society attorney Phyllis Schlafly and other conservative women
organized groups such as the Eagle Forum, Right to Life, and the Conservative
Caucus in opposition to the Equal Rights Amendment and other agendas of the
radical feminist movement. It was in the midst of this controversy that the ETHA
women first oec;ided to have breakfast together and thereby raised fears and concerns about their disrupting the smoothly operating ETHA organization.~5
Despite its rocky beginning, the ETHA Women's History Breakfast has
remained non-political and non-controversial. It is a quiet non·activist. networking group much the same as it was with its first meeting. Women and men
introduce themselves, share news of their research projects and recent publications on East Texas Women, Men come and visit and men go, and as far as
anyone knows, Melvin Mason never did find that wife.
NOTES
ITed Lawe. Comments. African-American History Breakfast. ETHA Meeting, September
21, 2007, Nacogdoches, Texas; Bruce Glasrud. ed .• Blacks ill EQ.~t Texas History, Promises IV
Keep; Rare Relations i11 Rritish North America, 1607-1783; Exploring the AfricQn American
Experience in J"exas: The History of Black Women in Texas History (College Station: Texas A&M
Uni'veT~ity Press, 2008).

'Ted Lawe, Comments. African-Amerit:an History Breakfast, ETHA Meeting. September
21. 2007.

'Linda HUd,on, Comments, Women's History Breakfast. ETHA Meeting, Tyler. 'Iexas.
February 16, 2008.
'ETHA Fall Meeling, Nacogdoches. Tex.as, Septemhcr 14, 1991: Michael Kraus and Davis

D. Joyce, The Writing of American History, Revised t."ditiofl (l'onnan: University of Oklahoma
Press. 1985) 379-384.
'1991 . I nfoplcase, http://www.infoplease.comlyearI 1991 bim I.

"199 I Infoplease; Nancy Haker Jones and Ruthe Wincgartel1, Capiton Women; Texas Female
Le,::islators. 1923-1999 (Austin: Lniversity of Texas Press. 2(00), 55-60; "Judy MddonaLd."
spartnerships.comJnewsletter, May 9.2008.
'·'Baptist General Convention
Genera!coDventjoo-o(-Texas.

of

Texas,"

http://en wikjpedja org/wjkj/Baplist-

"'Queen Victoria," http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quoles/q/ql27564.html.
"Jones and Winegarten, Capitol Women, 55-60.
"'Wanda A. Landrey, Boardin' in tlte Big Thicket; Reminiscences and Recipes of Early BiX
H{)U,\'I~.\· (Denton: Univen,ity of NOTlh Texas Pre~s, 1990)~ Review, Linda Sybert
Hudson, Eas! Te.w~· Hi.\·lorical Journal (Spring. 1991): 95; Wanda Landrey to Linda Hudson,
January 4,1991, Linda Hudson Personal Files.
thil"kl'l BO{Jrrlinx

I'ETHA Fall Program. Nacogdoches. Texas, September 13 & 14. 1991.

['Margaret Henson to Linda Hudson; Emestine Sewell Linck. Summer 1lJ91. Hudson,
Per~onal filc~.

'lETHA Fall Prugrarn, Nacogdoches, Texas, September 13 & 14, 1991; Archie P. McDonald, A
Cookbook; Helpful Cooking Hinl.\for Hou,\'{' Husbands of Uppity Women (Dallas, E Heart Press, 19HH).

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

60

"Personal inrerview. Archie P. Mc[)onald to Linda Hudson. September ETHA meeting,
2007.
'Tall ETHA Program. September 24,1991.

"Linda Hudson. Persollal Recollection.
'Survey form and results, Hudson. Personal File.
"Minutes and Newsletter, ['all Breakfast 1991. Hudson, Personal File. Attending first ETHA
Women's History Breakfast; Ernestine Sewell Linck (dec·d). Commerce; Linda Hudson, Kilgore;
Ada Holland (dec'd), Kennard: Patricia Wallace, Burkeville; Mary Appleberry, Ouida Dean. Vera
Dugas (dec'd). Sylvia McGrath (dec'd), Nacogdoches: Jewel T. Cates (dec'd"!. Dallas; Gladys
Me~nheimer (dec'd) and Mrs. W.S. Terry (dec'd), Jefferson; Linda Cross, Tyler: Mary Ann
Chapman. Argyle; Patrica Kell. Baytown: Jo Ann Stiles, Marion Holt, Mamie Bogue. and Wanda
Landrey, Beaumont: Elizabeth Huff, Carol Riggs. Lufkin; Martha Moore.
I~Linda Hudson to Mary Ann Chapman, Scptcmher 18, 1991: Linda Hudson to Archie P.
McDonald. October 6, 1991, Hudson Personal Files.

"'Linda Hudson to Archie P. McDonald, October 6. 1991. Hudson Pcr<;onal File.

"Pal Kel1 to Linda Hudson, Fehruary 23. 1992. Hudson Personal File; Women's Breakfast
\>1inute:>. february 1992, Attending, Audrey Kariel. Marjorie Perkins. Marshall: Barbara J. Rozek,
Marilyn Reinhardt. Margaret S. Henson. Pricilla Benham, Houston; Lennijo Blair. Hurst; Jewel
Cates, Dallas: Patricia Kell. Baytown; Wayne and Mamie Bogue. Wanda Landrey, Terry Heath,
Cynthia Weller. Beaumont; Richard and Ada Holland Life. Kennard, Carol Riggs. Lufkin; Mary
Ann Chapman, Argyle: Mary Appleberry, Vera Dugas, Nacogdoche~: Lucille Morgan Terry.
Jefferson.
:~Women's Breakfast M.inutei>. Beaumont, February 19~2; Linda Hudson to Archie P.
McDonald, April H\. 1992; Archie P. McDonald to Linda Hudson. April 21. [992. Hudson
Personal File.

"McDonald to Hudson. April 21. 1992, Hudson Personal File: Linda Hudson to Vista
"I created a monster. Help!'- March 31.1992. Hudson Personal Files.

McCro~key.

~-'ETHA

Program, September 18. 1992. Nacogdoches. Tex.as.

"Hud<;on to McDonald. September 29, 1992; East Texas \\;ornen's History :\"ews1ctter.
Spring 1993, Ouida Dean. editor. Hudson Personal Files; Marietta Holley, Samanlha Rastles (hi'
Wmnan Question (Urbana. IL: Cniversity of Tllinois Press, 1983).
"'ETHA Women's Breakfast Group Constitution. adopted Fall. 19Y1, Spring 1993: Dawn
Letson to Linda Hudson. Fchruary R. 1993. Hud~on Personal File".

"ETHA Spring Prugmm. February 20, I 993,Huntsvillc. ·lex<ls.
'!Ouida Dean to Hudson, Ju[y 10. 1993. "ETHA Women's History Breakfast:' Fall 1993
Newsletter, Ouida Dean, ed., Hudson Personal Files.
"Pricilla Benham to Hudson. August 7. 1992. February 24. 1993. Octoher 8. 199J, July 30.
1994. January 31. 1995, Hudson Personal Files.

-'"Linda Hudson, Personal Recollection.
"~inutes, ETHA

Women's History Breakfast, rail 2005, Hudson Personal Files.

"ETHA Programs. 199 1-2008, Hudson Personal File.

-"ETHA Programs, 1991-2008, Hudson Personal File ..
'JETHA Board of Directors Minutes. 199[-2008, ETHA women presidents. 1980-1981,
Marion Hoh. Beaumont 1985-1986, Jewel Cate" , Dallas: 1987-1988. Virginia Long. Kilgore:
1989-1990 Linda Cro<;s, Tyler. 1992-1993, Audrey Karie}, Marshall. 1994-1995. Cissy LaIe. Ft.
Worth: 1996-1997. Carol Riggs. Lufkin; 1999-2000. Pat Kell. Baytown: 2000-2001, Linda
Hudson, Carthage; 2003-2004. Gail Bei\. Marshall: 2007-2008. Beverley Rowe. Texarkana.
Hudson Personal File.
'''Ted Lawc, Comments. African American Breakfast. ETHA Fall Meeting. Seplember 21.
2007; Jones and Winegarten. Capitul Women, 55.

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIOl\i

61

PRIVATE TRIALS OF A PUBLIC MAN:
JIMMIE ALLRED AND THE VICISSITUDES OF FAMILY
By L. Patrick Hughes*

Not unlike the blue northers that assaulted his native Montague County
with little or no warning, Jimmie Allred exploded onto the political scene in
1930. His ascent was breathtakingly rapid. After just four years as Texas' crusading attorney general, Texas' voters sent the young Northeast Texas to the
Governor's Mansion. Once there, he aggressively sought and procured federal monles to cope with Depression-era conditions. spearheaded reform efforts
to modernize state government, and presided over Texas' Centennial celebration. In Mid-1938 he accepted an appointment to a federal judgeship, which
offered both financial security and life tenure. However, he voluntarily relinquished that security to wage an unsuccessful effort to oust isolationist W. Lee
O'Danicl from the United States Senate in 1942. Despite the electoral defeat,
Allred remained a political force through decade's end-rallying loyalists
against the 'Texas Regulars" in 1944, actively campaigning for gubernatorial
hopeful Homer Price Rainey in 1946, and he helped to craft and implement
Lyndon Johnson's successful senatorial bid in 1948. Another presidential
appointment returned Allred to the federal bench in 1950 and brought an end
to his active participation in the political arena.
For two decades, Allred lived a public life in the glare of a spotlight, one
that saw numerous political and governmental accomplishments. Quite naturally, his public life has been the focus of the academic reports. theses, and dissertations that form the existing body of Allred historical literature. ' It is, however, the heretofore-ignored trials and tragedies of Jimmie Allred's private life
that make such feats all the more remarkable from the human perspective.
In the best of times, for Allred family was a healing balm, a refuge from
the ceaseless tensions of his public existence. But all too often, Allred returned
home only to deal with gut·wrenching crises: medical emergencies and tragic
automobile accidents, dysfunctional relationships necessitating physical separation and constant mediation, and the protracted psychological struggles of a
parent, a mate, and in-laws. The manner in which Allred dealt with these vicissitudes of family reveals much about the man. It is, in the end, a story of quite
phenomenal human caring and endurance.
Whl1e denied many of the advantages of his political contemporaries,
Jimmie Allred benefitted from the riches of family. Born March 29, 1899 on a
small produce farm north of Bowie, he was the fourth of the seven surviving
children of Renne and Mary Magdalene Henson Allred. His elder siblings, all

boys, included Oran, Ben, and Raymond. A younger brother, Renne, Jr.,
arrived two years later, followed thereafter by sisters Maurine and Hazel.
Through the decades, theirs proved a remarkably tight-knit clan. Whether
clawing their way up from near poverty, providing the opportunity of education for each child, or aiding one another's efforts in the job market, the
*L. ?Ulrick Hughes is a professor of history at Austin Commllnity C()U('ge.
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Allreds approached opportunities and challenges as a team. Never was family
solidarity more apparent than on those occasions when Jimmie ran for
statewide office. Politically active lawyers themselves, the four brothers
helped formulate strategy, monitored conditions in their individual locales.
and spoke on the candidate's behalf at every opportunity. As noted years later
by Ralph Yarborough, they were a nearly unstoppable force. Opponents simply found themselves overrun by Allreds.
The family young Allred began after he married Joe Betsy Miller of
Wichita Falls in 1927 was no less a political asset. The recent graduate of
Southern Methodist University seemed, despite her almost painful shyness,
an ideal mate. A classically traincd pianist six. years his junior. she was
strikingly attractive, like Allred an active churchgoer, and exuded culture
which complimented his outdoorsman's persona. Joe Betsy's parents,
Claude and Daisie Miller, welcomed Jimmie into their family, treating him
through the years more as son than son-in-law. Indeed, they were, in many
ways, closer to Jimmie than either Claude, Jr, or Tom Mike, Joe Betsy's
brothers. The newlyweds adored one another and rejoiced in the arrival of
sons James, Jr., known as "Jim Boy," in 1929, David in 1933, and Sam
Houston in 1937.
Occupying center stage in Texas politics between 1935 and 1939, the
state's first family radiated youth and vitality. Allred, the nation's youngest
governor, was an activist chief executive, garnering both attention and praise
for his efforts to reform state government. Hc gained further national visibility as he promoted the state during its Centennial Celebration in 1936. The
United States Junior Chamber of Commerce named him "Young Man of the
Year" and his political prospects appeared limitless. Joe Betsy proved a gracious hostess at the Exccutive Mansion, entertaining ordinary citizens, lawmakers, and visiting dignitaries. When her crowded official calendar allowed,
the diminutive first lady immersed herself in local cultural affairs, such as the
founding of thc Austin Symphony, and as an active member of Central
Christian Church in the capital city. On Saturdays and Sundays, the Allreds
spent as much time as possible with their young sons, often riding horses at
Camp Mabry, swimming at Barton Springs, or picnicking at one of Austin's
numerous municipal parks.
Life for the extended Allred family, however, was not without crisis and
tragedy. Two days following his brother's inauguration in January 1935, Renne,
Jr. awoke in the middle of the night unable to move his legs. Governor Allred
flew immediately to Tyler to be at his brother's bedside. Testing revealed
osteomylitis of the spine. a condition doctors informed the family was almost
certainly fatal. If through some miracle the patient survived, they warned, he
would never walk again. With encouragement and financial support from
Jimmie, O.H., Ben, and Raymond, the youngest Allred son fought for life. His
weight plummeted from 175 to just over 90 pounds over the course of his ninemonth hospitalization, while morphine and codeine dulled the pain as he first
struggled to his feet and then learned to walk all over again. To the astonish-

!-<,AST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

63

ment of his physicians, Renne made a complete recovery, although it would be
years before he put his law practice and finances back on a solid footing. 2
Even as the Allred family coped with Renne's medical crisis, it joyously
celebrated its youngest member's marriage. As the baby of the family, Hazel
occupied a special place in Jimmie's heart. He was particularly proud to make
the Governor's Mansion available for her wcdding to W. B. Stokes, Jr. in
March 1935. Tragedy struck once more but one short year later when Hazel
became the victim of a senseless traffic accident outside Mineola. Truck driver Bob Johnson, transporting gasoline from the East Texas oil field to Dallas
at $3 a trip for the F. and E. Company and making his second trip of the day,
fell asleep at the wheel, lost control of his vehicle, and forced the Stokes' automobile into a concrete hridge pillar. Hazel died in her injured husband's arms
before reaching the nearest hospital.
While he and family members grieved Hazel's passing. Governor Allred
sought to bring something positive out of the tragedy. He forgave Johnson,
who readily admitted his culpabl1ity, pled guilty to negligent homicide, and
received sixty days in jail along with a $500 finc. Magnanimously, Governor
Allred remanded the remainder of Johnson's sentence and fine. In his remission proclamation, Allred wrote:
,. While Tcannot ('muiane the drivillf: of a truck by a man who falls asleep
and thus loses possession of his j(u.:ulties, I am of the opinion that the system
wherehy he was compelled to work for such long hours for such miserably
low pa,V is really at jaulf and primarily responsible Jor this lamentable
traged)'. 'fl) jilrther confine him in the county jail will nO! bring back the dead
to her sorrowing relatives or comfort them in their grief; nor will the ends of
justice be junhered thereby...

Over the next twelve months, Allred onee again used his personal tragedy for
a positive result when he called attention to the problem of highway and traffic safety to both the publie and the legislature. He requested that the legislature enact stronger state regulation of trucking, double the numbers of
Department of Public Safety officers, and he also call appealed for the creation
of the Texas Safety Association. Hazel's death no doubt saved the lives of
other Texas motorists."
Rcnne, Jr.'s illness and Hazel's death notwithstanding, most citizens of
the state would have described the Allreds as a family with few problems.
However, there were tribulations that only the family and a small circle of intimates were ever awarc. Research fails to indicate whether or not reporters of
the state's newspapers and radio stations knew of Allred's difficulties. If so,
they chose not to report them to their readers and lis.teners. It was, quite simply, a different era. Before television, round-the-clock news broadcasting, and
journalistic feeding frenzies, the Allreds dealt with such matters in private.
Each situation, nonetheless, was a major element in the life of one of the
state's leading public officials and deserves closer scrutiny. Jimmie Allred's
response to the problems of family reveals much about his character, his
patience. and his unbreakable commitment to those he held most dear.
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One such crisis came in early 1937 when long-simmering problems in
Bowie between Renne and Mary Magdalene convinced family members that
a physical separation of their parents had become an unpleasant necessity. The
head of the Allred clan distrusted doctors and had for decades suffered from
deteriorating health. His maladies were many: pellagra, prostate difficulties,
repeated skin cancers, crippling bouts of insomnia, severe intestinal cramping,
and hardening of the arteries. Senile dementia now produced delusional fears
that his wife of over four decades was systematically poisoning him to death.
The children intervened in March 1937 when their father threatened their
mother \-vith physical violence. Raymond and Renne, Jr. removed Mary
Magdalene from Bowie, while Jimmie persuaded his father to return with him
to Austin and the Governor's Mansion. With the exception of onc brief
reunion, the governor's parents never agaln shared a residence.~
Doting on newborn grandson Sam Houston and puttering around the
Onion Creek fishing camp (which Jimmie purchased) kept Renne occupied
and distracted, but not fully free from the delusions of his illness. Within
months, the return of "wakeful spells" along with nightly stomach pai-os left
him testy and suspicious. Though himself a committed dry when it came to
alcohoL Governor Allred, in consultation with Renne's physician, convinced
his father to drink several beers each evening, all in hope that it would help
him sleep more soundly. It worked, if at all, only marginally.
Renne's presence in the Governor's Mansion added to the demands upon
the governor's time and energy. but Allred shouldered the responsibility without complaint. To his mother, Governor Allred counseled acceptance and
patience. "Rather than unduly worry about it, we should be happy that I am in
position to take care of him in the manner J am. He needs to be looked
after ... We must bear in mind that he won"t be with us much longer, and we
owe it to him to do everything we can to make his last days as comfortable and
happy a~ possible.'"
Allred's father's condition did not improve, and the situation became
increasingly tense for both father and son. The elder Allred pleaded with family members that he be allowed to return to Bowie and Mary Magdalene,
something attending physicians counseled the governor could well result in
tragedy. Renne, Sr.'s frustration, as well as his delusions, grew worse. By
1938, the senior Allred complained of being a virtual prisoner in the Executive
Mansion and imagined a sinister conspiracy existed between Jimmie's physicians, security guards, and cooks to murder him. In vain, Governor Allred
repeatedly sought to convince his father that such fears were irrational and that
the threats existing only in his troubled mind. Doctors warned the governor
that Renne '5 continued presence in the mansion constituted an imminent danger to Joe Betsy and the children, Jimmie resisted the alternative of institutionalization throughout the spring and summer.~ Only in October, when his
father brandished a knife and stole a security guard's revolver, did Governor
Allred yield to the painful duty that faced him. He had no choice but to commit Renne to Brown's Sanitarium in Austin for treatment.? Doctors hoped

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

65

forced rest and Vitamin B6 injections would alleviate both the elder Allred's
pellagra and mental distress, hut the treatment seemed to only heighten
Renee's paranoia. R To wife Maggie he wrotc:
"My God. my God-Save my life .. J have appealed many times but no word
from you. I'm in the Death room where they );vill hold me and pump the deadly poison in my veins hefore Sunday. I have askedfor a preacher and even he
has been denied me. They are poisoning me by degree. Now I can feel it in
my flesh. They may get by for a while but the time will come when all connected with thi!)' deliberate cold-blooded murder [will he revealed}."~

Despite such delusions, his stay at Brown's was cxceedingly brief.
Pressed financially and convinced by Renne's promises of better behavior,
Jimmie welcomed his father back to the official residence in mid-November.
Renne was now a pennanent member of the Allred household, joining in its
relocation to Houston early the following year when his son's gubernatorial
rcsponsibilities endcd and those of the judiciary began. 'o
A vicious cycle characterized the family patriarch's carc and management
over the next eighteen months. In periods of stability, he lavished attention on
his grandchildren and tended the lush shrubbery at the Allred's rented home in
an exclusive Montrose neighborhood. Such periods of relative tranquility
invariably gave way without warning to months of paranoiac irrationality.
During such episodes, Renne refused both food at the Allred table and prescribed medication fearing he might be poisoned. He pled with his wife for
release from what he described as "the Horrors of Hades": "I know there has
[sic] been attempts on my Iife .. .it will be nothing short of a conspired, premeditated, cold blooded murder." Sleepless nights spent pacing back and forth
across his bedroom floor like a caged animal robbed him of needed rest and
heightened his anxieties. Gripped by unreasoned fear, the old man was never
without a sharpened rasp file to defend himself from assault. The cycle would
start anew following shouted confrontations between father and son in which
Jimmie, his patience sorely tested, threatened institutionalization if the situa~
tion did not improve. II
Following several months of relative calm, Judge Allred reluctantly
acquiesced in August 1940 to his father's return to Bowie and Mary
Magdalene. The attempted reconciliation, that Jimmie perhaps naively hoped
would allay Renne's fears, lasted but four months. 11 His delusions of poisoning once again focused upon his wife and Renne became unmanageable. He
warned Mary Magdalene and the children that he would kill anyone who
attempted to remove him from his home and slept with a large pruning knlfe
at the foot of his bed and another on the nightstand within easy reach. The situation by December 1940 became impossible to any longer ignore. 13 With
remorse, O. H., Ben, Raymond, Jimmie, and Renne, Jr. all agreed commitment
was the only alternative. When their father pulled a knife and slashed at
Raymond during the removal process, any doubts as to the wisdom of their
decision vanished.'~
Renne's forcible commitment to the Austin State Hospital took an emo-
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tional toll on all involved over the next two and one-half years. Predictably, he
lashed out at family members, bewailing the conspiracy of loved ones that in
his mind had without justification kidnapped and abandoned him in Austin.
Judge Allred's assurances that his father would be welcomed back to his
Houston home following treatment failed to ease the feelings of persecution
that dominated Renne's days and nights ,IS "This life is next to no life:~ wrote
father to son, '·and, if it wasn't for the transition, I'd gladly accept and call it
a day and quit."16
"It would take a Demosthenese [<;icj, yea a Solomon with alllheir wisdom
and mastery of words ro discribe [sic I what J have went throu!?h both body
and mind and they would find themselves far afield should they attempt to
interpret my dreams. I have read Dante:v picture of Hell and I have thought
it might be a blessing compared to my suffering.""

At timcs, Renee's mental condition and behavior were more than even his
seemingly ever-patient son could handle.
"J don't want to come to see you if you are goin!? fo continue to accuse me
as you have in the past. J have tried to be very faithful about writing to you.
I dare say you have received more letters from me than from all the other
boys put together. All the reward / have receivedfrom trying to help you since
you first got into this mental illness is for you to accu,~e me and make intimations against me. This breaks my heart ... "!,<

Consultations with his father's doctors deepened Judge Allred's despair. "His
brain," wrote Dr. Rennie Wright after a visit in April 1941, "was afire with bitter, acrid hallucinations of misunderstanding, persecutions. vicitimized [sic 1.
etc." Recovcry for the seventy-six year-old patient, physicians and hospital
personnel wrote. was impossible; his physical deterioration was simply too far
advanced to reverse.l~
Under the circumstances, Jimmie did the best he could by his father. An
account he established at Moore's Drug Store in Austin kept his father in beer
and his favorite Max Sellers cigars. He wrote regularly and visited as his hectic
schedule allowed. Jinunie took comfort where he could, in his father's enjoyment of poker and checkers games with fellow patients and attendance at soft~
ball games held regularly on the hospital grounds. When Renne demanded to
sleep with the light on in order to ward away the demons, refused hospital food
for fear of poisoning, resisted x-ray treatments for recurrent skin cancers, and
pled that he be allowed to go to South America where he might be free, Judge
Allred fell back on his hope that things might yet improve with sufficient timc.
That time came in May 1943. Renne's condition improved to the point
that his paranoia was less severe than in times past. The possibility of violence
appeared increasingly remote. He repeatedly expressed the desire to join
Jimmie, Joe Betsy. and his three grandsons in Houston and promised to behave
himself. Jimmie's circumstances had changed a~ well since 1940. His resignation from the federal bench, failed attempt to unseat Senator W. Lee O'Danicl,
and entry into the private practice of law meant fewer trips away from home
and greater time to assist in his father's day-to-day care. Accordingly, Jimmie
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brought Renne to the Allred's new residence in Bellaire, where he lived the
remainder of his life. Though calmer and more rational than in previous periods, only death in 1949 brought the octogenarian final release from his mental and physical torments ,20
WhHe of a completely different nature, Joe Betsy's psychological struggles further complicated the already complex dynamics of Jimmie Allred's private life. His wife's fragile health and susceptibility to depression first surfaced in 1932 when a difficult pregnancy ending in miscarriage and deprived
the Allreds of the baby daughter for which they yearned. Understandably, the
young couple was devastated. Jimmie coped by throwing himself ever more
deeply into his duties as attorney general, focusing on his sweeping antitrust
suit against seventeen of the state"s largest oil companies. His wife's recovery
was more problematic. Impatient with the bed rest prescribed by doctors and
oh!\esscd with her duties as parent and spouse, Joe Betsy cut short her convalescence and plunged prematurely back into her normal routine. She would
overtax herself and collapse from exhaustion, forced back to bed for days and
sometimes weeks at a time before the cycle began anew. 21 Her pregnancy with
son David the following fall complicated the situation. Confronted with Joe
Betsy's reluctance to get adequate rest and her gloomy despondency when she
did, Jimmie turned for assistance to his mother-in-law Daisie MiIler. 22 Daisie
watched over her daughter and helped manage the Austin household during
much of the third trimester, and family members celebrated with relief David's
arrival in late November 1933.
Surprisingly, family correspondence reveals no such episodes during the
gubernatorial years when demands upon Mrs. Allred's time and energy were
the greatest. Her problems returned with a vengeance in 1939 following the
family's departure from the Governor's Mansion. Medical specialists provided treatment for a bewildering variety of conditions including mysterious
infections, dental pain, sciatica, and the early onset of arthritis. Serum injections and three weeks of mineral water treatments at the Buie-Allen Hospital
in Marlin, to which both husband and wife would return regularly over the
next twenty years, had only minimal temporary effect. Jimmie was convinced
that Joe Betsy's physical complaints were legitimate, but he believed the
underlying cause was her refusal to either limit her schedule of activities or get
adequate daily rest. Equally troubling was Joe Betsy's tendency to become
morose when physically exhausted, fixating on problems both real and imagined. Admonitions that she take better care of herself fell upon deaf ears. n
Miller family tragedies the following year rocked Daisie and Joe Betsy's
world and created an emotional co-dependency between mother and daughter
that forever altered the Allred home. Fir!\t came word in March from far away
Chicago that Thomas Miles Miller, youngest of Claude and Daisie's children,
had taken his own life. Still reeling from the sudden and inexplicable loss of
their beloved "Tom Mike," Joe Betsy and Daisie were further saddened when
Claude, Jr, suffered a nervous breakdown and hospitalization in Wisconsin
three months later. "Claudie," as he was affectionately known to family mem-
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bers, recovered completely wlth treatment and the passage of time, but Joe
Betsy and Daisie did noe~
Since the onset of her daughter's physical ills, Daisie had been a frequent
long-term visitor in the Allred home. She supervised and cared for Jim Boy,
David, and Sam Houston, which eased the demands upon Joe Betsy's time and
energies. After Tom Mike's death, David and Sam Houston frequently accompanied their Grandmother Miller when she returned to her home in Big Spring,
remaining, hundreds of miles away from their parents, for up to six months at a
time. Following Tom Mike's suicide, Daisie plummeted into despair and became
emotionally dependent on the children. Sam Houston in particular became the
object of her affection, a substitute for her departed youngest child.!5 When her
son-in-law would begin to push for the child's return, Daisie would plead her
desperate need for him. In one such letter to Jimmie, Daisie wrote:
•. / know you all are getting anxious 10 see him but plewje don't take him
awayJrom me. }()U cannot know what it has meant to me to have him./ have
tried so hard to cam' on and not make my family unhapp)', but there has
never been any sorrow like this and the wound in my heart is just as deep as
it was seven months ago." "When / con't sleep at night, it is such a comfort
to hold his little hand, and feel like he couldn't do without me. ""~

Lavished with the attention they craved that their mother was either
unwilling or incapable of providing, the boys forged a unique and enduring
bond with Daisie that survived to the end of her days. If. from her perspective,
they became substitutes for Tom Mike, she became, from theirs, the caring and
loving mother they lacked at home in Houston. Nearly sixty years later, Sam
Houston stated: "Daisie showed me more about human kindness than any
other woman I've every known, including her daughter, my mother."!'
Increasingly frustrated with arrangements robbing him of his sons, Jimmie
endured their absence as best he could. To have done otherwise, he was convinced, would have shattered Daisie emotionally while simultaneously adding
to Joe Betsy's burdens and risk her fragile health.
School age brought Allred's sons home to stay until their departure for college and career, but the tensions and dysfunction that had come to characterize
his private life remained constant to the end of his days. Joe Betsy's health
issues, both physical and psychological, waxed and waned throughout the
1940s and 1950s but never ceased to he hls greatest concern. Her increasing
religious fanaticism became a never-ending source of friction. His insistence,
as well as that of her physicians, that she limit her activities and husband her
strength went unheeded whenever job responsibilities took him away from
home. Given the opportunity, Joe Betsy would plunge ever more deeply into
church activities, religious training programs, and revivals until. physically
spent, she succumbed to exhaustion, arthritlc pain, and emotional despair. At
such times, she obsessed on family troubles such as Jim, 1r.'s troubled marriage,
sinking ever deeper into the abyss of depression. Each episode required months
of gentle care and loving reassurance to slowly return Joe Betsy to relative normality. Inexorably, the cycle began anew thc next time Judge Allred's coun
docket required his absence from home. For him, it was torture without end.

FAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

69

Only after his death in 1959 did doctors at long last successfully diagnose Joe
Betsy's condition as manic-depressive disorder and stabilize her behavior. 28
Over the course of his six decades, Jimmie Allred lived life both high on the
mountaintops and deep in the valleys that constitute the human condition. His
contributions as attorney general, governor, political activist, and two-time federal judge were both significant and enduring. It was, however, the challenges of
family life that more completely tested the mettle of the man, Throughout, he
displayed loyalty to and patience beyond measure with those he loved the most.
He wali a man of remarkable political talents who, under different circumstances, might well have scaled the political ladder to the United States Senate
and perhaps beyond. More importantly to those most completely dependent
upon him, Jimmie Allred was a man whose fidelity to family never faltered.
Given a choice, it was almost certainly the legacy he would have chosen.
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to Raymond S. Allred and Renne Allred, Jr.. May 12. 1937. letter.; James V. Allred to Mary M.
Allred. May 18, 1937, letter. ibid.; James V. Allred to Mr. and Mrs. Robert N. Noe, Oct. 9,1938.
letter, File: "Family and Personal July-December 1938,"; James V. Allred to Renne Allred. Jan.
31, ]941. letter, File: "Pamily and Personal (1941 );' Box 3.
'James V. Allred to Mary M. Allred, July 5.1937, letter. Folder: "'July - December ]937:'
Box 2.
~James V. Anred to Mary M. Allred. Dec. 10. 1937, letter, File: '"July - December 1937:'
Box 2: Maurine Christian to James V. Allred. "Wednesday," Fi]e: "I\j() Date - Mi"c. 19J7.'·; James
V. Allred to Mary M. Allred. April 14. 1938. letter, File: "Family and Per~onal- Jan.-June. 1938.";
Maurine Christian to James V. Allred. June J7, 1938.letler.; Maurine Christian to James V. Allred,
"Wednesday," letter, File: "Miscellaneous & No Date, 1938."; Dr. Rennie Wright to James V.
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"Family and Personal (1941)," Box 3.
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Allred to James V. Allred, Nov. 3. 1938, letter.; James V. Allred lo Renne Allred. Jan. 31. 1941,
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File: "Family and Personal (194\ )," Box 3; Dr. Paul White to James V. Allred. Jan. 27, 194], letter.; James V. Allred to Renne Allred. Jan.11, ] 941, letter.; Dr. C. H. Standifer to James V. Allred,
March 27.1941, letter.; lames V Allred to Dr. C. H. Standifer, March 28, 1941. letter.; Dr. C. H.
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I'Renne Allred. Sr. to James V Allred, January 19. 1942, letter, File: "Family and Personal
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Lo James V. Allred. Nov. 10. 1940. letter.; James V. Allred to Mary M. Allred, Jan. 6, 1941, letter.
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Allred to L. Patrick Hughes, April 9, 2003; L. Patrick Hughes to Sam Houston Allred, July 27,
2003; Sam Houi;ton Allred to L. Patrick Hughe.'>. Nov. 25. 2003.

(Standing, lor: OR. AJlred, Maureen Allred Christian, Raymond Allred. Bell Allred, Renne Allred,
Jr., Hazel Alfred, Jo£' Betsy Allred. Sealed. lor: James ''Jim Boy" Allred, Jr.. Renne Allred, Sr.,
Mary Magdalene Henson Allred, James V. Allred. David Allred) January 1935.

(Standing, J-r: Claude Miller, Sr., Renne Allred. Sr. Seated, 1-1': Mrs. Julian N. Kimberlin, Mary
Magdalene Henson AIJred. David AlJred, James V. Allred, Joe Betsy Allred, Daisie Kimberlin
Miller, James "Jim Boy" Allred, Jr.) January 1935.
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EAST TEXAS NEWS AND NOTES

For the first time in the Association's history, we held a Spring Meeting
in Paris and Clarksville in Northeast Texas. The Association gathered on
February 20-19 for a unique and enjoyable meeting. The program began on
Friday morning at the Holiday Inn of Paris with six sessions on topics that
included World War II music, East Texas' POW camps. historic preservation,
and "Saints and Sinners." In the afternoon the members boarded busses, cars,
and other means of conveyance and made their way to the historic city of
Clarksville, where we were treated to a memorable experience. lim Clark,
Judge Jim Lovett, and the Red River County Historical Society organized a
horse-drawn wagon tour of Clarksville's sites. All agreed that such an experience should become more common at Association meetings. even those who
worried when we toured the late nineteenth century era Red River County Jail.
After the tOUT, the good folks of Clarksville treated all to an entertaining banquet, highlighted by the comedic stylings of Eddie Trapp of Cooper who
regaled the audience with "The Drollness of East Texas."
The meeting moved once again to Paris on Saturday with the traditional
Women's History Breakfast (and, thanks to Linda Hudson's article we all now
know how that began) and more great sessions. The meeting ended with the
luncheon and a talk from Harwood Hinton on Paris' own John Chisum. During
the noon meal (well, it was a bit after noon!) the Association presented its
Stecn Award to former president Dan Utley, and the Lucille Terry Preservation
Award went to the Lamar County Courthousc. We cannot thank Becky Semple
and all the staff at the Paris Chamber of Commerce and Vistor's and
Convention Bureau enough for all they did to make this a great meeting. I do
not think any place could have made the Association feel more welcome.
Thanks Becky.
The Fall Meeting will once again convene in Nacogdoches at the Fredonia
Hotel on September 24-26. Milton Jordan and his program committee (Dan
Utley, Linda Hudson, Court Carney, Bernadette Pruitt, Bruce Glasrud, and
Francis Galan) have outdone themselves in putting together a great program.
Members should have received information on the meeting when they
received the Journal. If you did not or have any other questions. please contact our office at soseheem@sfasu.edu or 936-468-2407. Please make plans to
attend-we miss our members when we don't see them regularly.
It is also not too early to make plans for the Spring 2010 Meeting. And a
truly special and historic meeting it will be. For the first time. the East Texas
Historical Association and the West Texas Historical Association will hold a
joint meeting. We will gather in Fort Worth at the Marriot Resort at
ChampJon's Circle, whieh is adjacent to the Texas Motor Speedway, on
February 25-27. 2010. The West Texans have agreed to move their annual
meeting from April to February to accommodate us and make this momentous
occasion possible. We will share sessions with the WTHA, as well as the traditional Friday night banquet (which will be arranged by the Association) and
the Saturday luncheon (which the WTHA will coordinate). The Marriot Resort
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is truly a world-class hotel filled with amenities, including a top-notch golf
course for you linksters. The negotiated hotel rate is a bargain at $89.00 and
the meal options are outstanding. Full details and registration materials will
arrive with your Spring 20 I0 Journal, but mark your calendar now and make
plans to attend. We really are excited about this meeting and want and need a
big turnout. It will be worth the trip.
If you wish to propose a paper or session for the Spring Meeting you
should send all proposals to Program Chair Tom Crum at tomcrum@char~ or sosebeem@sfasu.edu. You can mail proposals to: East Texas
Historical Association, PO Box 6223, SFA Station, Nacogdoches, TX 75962.
Electronic submissions are strongly encouraged, as are complete session proposals. With all submissions, make sure you send the following materials:
Paper title(s), a one-page summary of the topic. and full contact information
including e-mail address, physical address, and primary contact phone number
for each participant. Deadline for submissions is October 15, 2009 and accepted proposals will be contacted by November 15,2009.

The Texas State Historical Association will hold its annual meeting in
Dallas on March 4-6, 2010. Full details were not available at press time, but
plan to attend. They have issued a "Call for Papers" for anyone interested in
pres.enting:

Dr. Kenneth Hafer/epe, chair of the Annual Meeting Program Committee for
20!O, has issued a call for papers for that meetin/?, which will be held in
Dallas on March 4-6, 2010. The committee prefers that you organize a complete session to include a chair-person and either two paper presenters and a
commentator, or three paper presenters. Please prepare t\1'0 copies of your
complete proposal and send one to Dr. Kenneth Hafertepe, Baylor Universio',
One Bear Place, Unit 97154, Waco, TX 76798 and the other to Randolph B.
Campbell, Department of History, University of North Texas, 1155 Union
Circle #310650, Denton, TX 76203-0650. Proposals will be acceptedfor consideration until April 15, 2009. Please contact Randolph B. Campbell at
mjke@unt edu or (940) 565-3402 with any questions.
The Texas Folklore Society will hold its annual meeting on April 1-3 in
Abilene. Contact Kenneth Untiedt at tfs@sfasu.edu for details.
Many of you have already received the first edition of our new electronic
newsletter. Although we are still "tweaking" it some, it will become a regular
feature of the Association and a way for us to "stay in touch" with each other
between meetings. Since it is an electronic publication. we need e-mail
addresses in order to send it to each member. If you are not receiving a copy,
perhaps our office does not have a working e-mail for you. Please send the
offlce your address at deanna.smith@sfasu.edu. You may also have to adjust
any mail blockers you may have on your computer in order to receive the
newsletter since it comes from our webmastcr. If you have any questions about
perfonning this function, call Deanna in the office and she will talk you
through it.
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The Association also distributes a weekly column, "All Things Historical"
in many East Texas newspapers. We are always in need of writers for this service. If you wish to contribute, please contact Scott Sosebee at
sosebcem@sfasu.edu or 936-468-2407.
The South Dallas Business and Professional Women's Club honored
Association President Ted Lawe as one of its "Trailblazers of the Year" on
April 25, 2009. Ted received the recognition due to his service as the first
African American President of the East Texas Historical Association. We
salute and congratulate Ted for his award and his service to the Association.
The East Texas Historical Journal welcomes six new members to its editorial board. They are: Carol Taylor of Greeenville, Kyle Wilkison of Plano,
Chuck Parsons of Luling, Charles Waite of Edinburg, Steven Short of Dallas,
and Jere Jackson of Nacogdoches. We thank of all them for agreeing to serve.
The Association announces the publication of its latest book. Making East
Texas. East Texas: Selections from the East Texas Historical Journal, edited by
Bruce Glasrud and Archie McDonald. Making East Texas, East Texas is the
first offering in the Association's new Max and Cissy Lale Series 1n East Tcxas
Social and Cultural History and, through articles that appeared in the Journal
between 1979 and 2005, offers an answer to the title's question. Featuring articles written by prominent professional historians and dedicated and talented
laymen, the book will become a "must" for anyone interested in East Texas
history. The publication will debut at the Fall Meeting; if you wish to reserve
an advance copy, please contact Deanna Smith at deanna.smith@sfasu.edu or
936-468-2407 and she will take care of you. There will be a limited number of
hard-back copies, so make sure you specify if you wish to reserve one.
Images of America: Nacogdoches published by Arcadia Publishing and
written and compiled by former executive director Archie McDonald and
Hardy Meredith will come out in November 2009, It is a wondertul collection
of historical photographs and a narrative history of the "Oldest Town in
Texas." It will appear just in time to make a wonderful Chri5>tmas gift.
We encourage all to send information for inclusion in our News and
Notes, If you have an item that you wish to appear, please send it to Sf2S..£..beem@sjasu edu or East Texas Historical Association, Box 6223, SFA Station,
Nacogdoches, TX 75962-6223. For guaranteed inclusion in our spring issue,
all materials should be received no later than October I, 2009.

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

77

BOOK NOTES

By Archie P. McDonald
The Journal provides reviews for as many books as possible and these
notes on other publications for which reviewers with appropriate interest could
not bc found. These notes cover a variety of topics and are entirely subjective
and personal.
TCD Press continues its interesting Texas Small Books Series and that
certainly is descriptive. Each is 4.5 by 6.75 inches and about a quarter of an
inch thick, say eighty or so pages. Each matches a topic with an expert, as with
State Fare: An Irreverent Guide to Texas Movies, by Don Graham, noted in
this column in the issue for Spring 2009. Comes now several more entries,
Texas Country Music by Phil Fry and Jim Lee, and Extraordinary Texas
Women, by Judy Alter (TeD Press, Box 298300, Fort Worth, TX 76129,
$8.95). Like this column, Fry and Lee confess that they selected their twcntyfive subjcctively, except that each must have been born in Texas, So their list
includes Gene Autry (Tiago, September 29, 19(7), though he preferred
Oklahoma, and Buck Owens (near Sherman on August 12, 1929), who made
Bakersfield, California, a center of "country." No matter. I learned something
about each singer and even more about country music generally. And I forgive
them for not including Francis Abernethy and Stan Alexander because their
introduction makes it plain that they also lament the omission.
Another Texas Small Book is Extraordinary Texas Women, by Judy Alter
(TCD Press, Box 298300, Fort Worth, TX 76129, $8.95). Env contains brief
biographical essays of twenty-six individuals separated into such categories as
An Early Settler, Women of the Revolution, An Indian Captive, Ranch
Women, The Alamo Again, Authors, In the Public Eye, Culinary
Entrepreneurs, and Politics on the Distaff Side. One is as brief as a half page,
but entries on Barbara Jordan, Ann Richards, Molly Ivans, and Ladybird
Johnson are gratlfyingly longer. Again, one learns much even in such brief
accounts. For example, here I met Bessie Coleman, the first woman African
American licensed pilot, and Tad Lucas, Texas cowgirl, for the first time.
Still another in the series is Texas Football Legends: Greats of the Game
(TCD Press, Box 29833, Fort Worth, Texal\, 76129, $8.95) by Carlton Stowers.
Stowers provides eighteen brief essays to explain why those featured are the
"best" at what they did in football- high school, collegiate, or professional. And
they could excel at the later two stops as long as they were born in Texas. So
these are not necessarily the best associated with a Texas college or professional team. Stowers admits critics will argue for more Aggies on the list, and cases
could be made for more than one Rice Owl, for that matter, but it is difficult to
disagree that Doal< Walker, Sammy Baugh, Bobby Layne, Earl Campbell,
Tommy Nobis, Don Meredith, or Jerry LeVias should trade places with other
nominees. Stowers' essays are not biographies but are sportographies-accounts
of athletic achievements and suggestions of post-athletic activity. As to more
Aggies, I did think of John David Crow, but he was from Louisiana.
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And finally in this series (so far), is Judy Alter's Great Texas Chefs (TCU
Press, Box 298300, Fort Worth, TX 76129, $~L95) which features the good eating available at fourteen food places featuring fancy chefs ranging from chuck
wagon cooks Bill Cauble and Cliff Teniert of Albany to Chad Martin at Dallas'
Hotel S1. Germain. I have to confess that I have been privileged to dine at none
of these fineries, so I'll trust Judy's judgment. What I like most about this book
is the recipes that conclude each chapter.

Truman's Whistle-stop Campaign, by Steven R. Goldzwig (Texas A&M
University Press, 4354 TAMU, College Station, TX 77843-4354, $17.95,
20(8), is a rhetorical analysis of Harry S. Truman's campaign for reelection
against Republican challenger Thomas Dewey in 1948 and an explanation of
how and why Truman won despite the nearly universal expectation that he
would lose. Goldzwig is associated with the Department of Communication at
Marquette University, but he is also a good historian. Truman's success,
Goldzwig believes, can be explained by his confidence in his grasp of
America's problems and promises and whistle-stop campaigns-there were
several trips in the months before the election-and his success in selling his
populist message. Truman entered the campaign with Democrats on the Left
defecting to Henry Wallace's Progressive Party and Democrats on the Right to
Strom Thurman's Dixiecrats, who organized because of Truman's stand on
civil rights. Says Goldzwig, the first trip provided a learning experience.
Truman abandoned prepared texts, which he u~ually read badly, in favor of
extemporaneous presentations in which he identified himself with the folk
who gathered at a railroad depot or crossing-farmers, factory workers, small
businessmen and women. All said and done, Truman traveled 30,000 miles
and made 356 speeches to twelve to fifteen million people. Goldzwig argues,
and I agree, that Truman's victory in 1948 was a one-of-a-kind phenomenon.
Success resulted because of Truman himself, the times, and the train. Now,
elections run on and by computers and jets are too impersonal and sound-byte
driven to repeat the miracle of 1948. Too bad.
Christmas Stories from the South's Best Writers, edited by Charlene R.
McCord and Judy H. Tucker (Pelican Publishing Company, 1000 Burmaster
St., Gretna, LA 70053-2246 $ I5 .95), presents twelve stories about Christmas,
an annual holiday that celebrates one of two central Holy Days of Christianity,
but also one with significant secular aspects to both faithful and faithless- in
the South and elsewhere. Christmas Stories has a nostalgic foreword by
Elizabeth Spencer and each chapter features an illustration by Rick Anderson.
Concluding identifiers provided personal and bibliographic information about
each contributor. A prospective reader knows what they are getting: it is
Christmas every day and every page.
A truly interesting read, especially for any interested in the South, and
most especial1y for anyone from the South, and most of all, for those
Southerners who are truly interested in Eating, Drinking, and Visiting in the
South (Louisiana State University Press, 3990 W Lakeshore Dr. Baton Rouge,
LA 70808-4684, 1982, Updated Edition 2008, $17.95), is Joe Gray Taylor's
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classic social history, freshly available with an Introduction by John Egerton,
I remember Taylor from visits at the SOllthern Historical Association and,
coincidentally, finding out that his funeral would be held on the same day and
in the same funeral home in Lake Charles, Louisiana, as my father. But this is
the first of his writing that I have read, and it is good. Most importantly, Taylor
knew from first hand experience of that about which he wrote-pork, biscuits,
cornbread, collard greens, gumbo, burgoo, corn liquor, molasses, freshchurned butter, possum, roasting ears, cowpeas, lard, and all the rest of what
that folks called "soul food" in the 1960s and 1970s and which sustained those
who dwelled in the South from the beginning until the post- WWIl
Americanization of everything. Taylor imposes his personal experiences with
various Southern foods and eating habits right along with some of the bcstresearched history you will find. This one is not only profitable to read, it is
also fun-and may make you hungry for some old fashIoned food.
The Kid and The King: An East Texan·s Journey with Rlvis Presley and
the Birth of Rock and Roll, by Norman Johnson (Norman Johnson, Box
635078, Nacogdoches, TX 75963-5078), is the autobiography of a long-time
radio personality, promoter, and good citizen of East Texas. Johnson began life
in Upshur County and never strayed too far from his roots through several
careers, including the ministry, salesman, radio Deejay and interviewer, and
the first impersonator of Elvis Presley when Presley still played small-town
gigs in Gilmer. Johnson chronicles his journey with honesty, especially about
his multiple marriages, but admirably does not descent to "tell aU" confession.
He provides insight into personal relationships with interviewees such as
President George W. Bush, and friendships with just about every country
music performer, espeCIally in the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s. You have to know
Norman to know Nonnan; short of that, The Kid and The King is the next best
way of learning about this remarkable entertainer and good citizen.

You Gotta Stand Up: The Life and Hi[;h Times of John Henry Faulk, by
Chris Drake (Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 15 Angerton Gardens,
Newcastle, NE5 2JA, UK), thoroughly examines the life of Texas' own victim
of McCarthyism. Faulk was a product of a family who always marched to a
different drum, and falling in with J. Frank Dohie at the University of Texas
certainly did not make him more conventional. But the funny business of a
firm that made money by clearing the accused of alleged communist affiliation-when they themselves were the accusers-tells us how bad things were
in the 19508. Faulk's successful defiance of this racket and fear cost him a
career and much more. I remember that John Henry addressed an ETHA
luncheon during his later years. Without any doubt, he could present a sermon
as well as any preacher whoever rose in a pulpit, glass eye twinkling as he did
so. This is a good look at an unusual life from afar.
Did you know that the word "pecan" means "a nut too hard to erack by
hand" in the Algonquin language? This and much else about the state's official
nut tree awaits you in Jane Manaster's Pecans: The Stor}' in a Nutshell (Texas
Tech University Press, Box 41037, Lubbock, TX 79409-1037 SI6.(5). This
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study provides the reader with a history of this nut and everything about its
culture and place in our cuisine. My own relationship with pecans is, well personal, dating to the 1940s when I sneaked behind a giant pecan tree in
Beaumont to steal a forbidden smoke, to, of course, cracking them one against
the other and picking the meat [rom a handful of chards. Now, I mostly use
them to tlavor the fruitcake I make each Christmas using Mother's recipe. That
onc didn't make it into Manaster's concluding chapter of recipes, but you will
find good ones for pralines and Texas pecan pie. Good luck with them.
Louisiana Almanac, 2008-2()()9 Edition, edited by Millburn Calhoun and
assistance from Bernie McGovern (Pelican Publishing Company, 1000
Burmaster St., Gretna, LA 70053 $16.95), will remind you of our own Texas
Almanac, published by Bela since 1857. Louisiana Almanac is a compendium
of just about anything pertaining to Louisiana you are hkcly to want to know.
Sample sections include a General Information portion, followed by Touring
and Recreation, Fairs and Festivals, Water Resources, Wildlife, Education.
Law, and about twenty other topics. Testifying its significance in the state,
New Orleans enjoyed a section an it5. own. Louisiana Almanac contains just
about everything an East Texan would want to know about Louisiana except
the exact location of all the gaming boats.

While on the subject of neighbors, consider Call Me Coach: A Life In
Cvllege Football, by Paul F. Dietzel (LSD Press, 3990 W Lakeshore Dr, Baton
Rouge, LA 70808-4684 534.95). Dietzel coached the LSD Tigers football
team to a national championship-the school's first-in 1958; shortly thereafter he moved to West Point and then to other schools. The fact that LSU's
Press published his autobiography testifies to the significant role the school
played in Dietzel's career, and vice versa. Dietzel's White, Go, and especially
Chinese Bandlt units were nationally famous in the era before platoon substitutions enabled players to play only offence or defense. College teams had to
play both in Dietzel's time, and his teams did so better than most. Dietzel also
writes of Billy Cannon's punt reception that won the game against Ole Miss in
1959, something still celebrated in Baton Rouge each fall after a half century.
Call Me Coach tells the whole story of Dietzel's life-so far-but his tenure
at LSD is the best pan for Tigers.
Finally, Beyond Myths and Legends: A Narrative History of Texas, by
Kenneth W. Howell, Keith J. Volanto, James M. Smallwood, Charles Grear,
and Jennifer S. Lawrence (Abigail Press, 2050 Middleton Dr., Wheaton. IL
60187), brings together the talents of several members of ETHA, including
board members and officers, to produce a 650+ page, complete history of
Texas. Beyond Myths and Le!?ends is intended for textbook use, but its narrative may be enjoyed by the general reader as well. An interesting feature is that
each chapter concludes with a "test" - an examination based on the material
just presented. Questions include standard identification, multiple choice, and
matching exercises, plus several essay questions, with lined pages provided
for responses. Eaeh chapter also contains a lengthy bibliography. Chapters on
Texas' recent past are especially interesting.
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BOOK REVIEWS
More Zeal than Discretion: The Westward Adventures of Walter P. Lane Jimmy
L. Bryan Jr. (Texas A&M University Press 4354 TAMU College Station,
TX 77873-4354), 2008, Contents, Acknowledgements. Introduction.
Epilogue. Notes. Bibliography. Index. P. 250. $35.00. Hardcover.

Jimmy L. Bryan, Jr., has provided us wlth an interesting and enjoyably
readable biography of one of Texas' more curious characters, Walter P. Lane.
As the title indicates, throughout his life Lane was a zealous man who sought
adventure in the Texas Revolution, the Mexican -American War, the Califomla
Gold Rush, and ultimately the Civil War. As if that list were not enough, the
author points out that Lane found time to get involved in the tumultuous politics of Reconstruction in his adopted hometown of Marshall, and later write his
famous Adventures and Recollections of General Walter P. Lane in the 1880s.
What kind of man could lead such a life? Bryan argues that Lane represented the classic romantic adventurer, always restless with the mundane existence, which most people of his class led. Born in Ohio, the young Lane soon
succumbed to the caB of adventure and enlisted in the Texas army, serving
honorably at San Jacinto. After 1836, Lane made several attempts to settle
down and go into the grocery business with his brother in East Texas, but these
attempts all proved fleeting.
Bryan uses the latest arguments about gender and masculinity to portray
Lane as a man who preferred danger to safety and manly camaraderie over the
domesticity of marriage. Each time a new opportunity for adventure arose,
whether it was the Gold Rush or the Civil War, Lane quickly abandoned his
home in Marshall and set out for a new adventure. In the end, his life represented a series of adventures with no real feminine influence other than his
niece, who kept house for him.
This book is an excellent biography of an intriguing character from Texas'
frontier past. Read in conjunction with Lane's own Adventures and
Recollections, Bryan's work should provide both the scholar and the Texas
History bun a solid grounding in the life of Walter P. Lane.
Charles Waite
University of Texas-Pan American

Confederate Struggle For Command: General James Longstreet and The First
Corps In The West Alexander Mendoza (Texas A&M University Press,
4354 TAMU College Station, TX 77843-4354), 2008. Contents.
Illustrations. Acknowledgements. Preface. Conclusion. Appendix. Notes.
Bibliography. P. 278. $32.95. Hardcover.

In Confederate Struf?f?lefor Command, Alexander Mendoza integrates the
unhappy adventures General James Longstreet and his First Corps, experienced in eastern Tennessee and western Virginia in 1863-64, with the peculiar
military and personnel problems the Confederates faced in the region,
Mendoza admits that Longstreet made his share of mistakes that winter, but
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argues that most of them resulted from the difficult circumstances in which he
was placed. A lack of resources, difficult terrain, and, most importantly,
Longstreet's inability to cope with the toxic command structure out west all
contributed to his defeats in front of Chattanooga and Knoxville. Such problems, Mendoza insists, should not however detract from Longstreet's accomplishments at the Battlc of Chickamauga and elsewhere.
Mendoza recognizes the importance that personalities played in the
Confederate war effort. Longstreet's bluntness, outspokenness, and stubbornness embroiled him in the innumerable personnel disputes that plagued
General Braxton Bragg's Anny of Tennessee. Mendoza breaks no new ground
in detailing Longstreet's role in undermining Bragg's authority, or in attributing Longstreet's ability to maintain hls command to his prestige and reputation. On the other hand, Mendoza offers fresh insight into Longstreet's disputes with First Corps' subordinates such as Lafayette McLaws and Evander
Law. Mendoza explains that such quarrels played a role in some of
Longstreet's military woes that winter.
Mendoza is upfront and honest about his pro Longstreet biases, but he
occasionally undennines his credibility by placing Longstreet in the best possible light based on minimal documentary evidence. He also gives Longstreet
more credlt for his strategic acumen than is warranted. Even so, Mendoza
helps counterbalance generations of anti-Longstreet literature based as much
on the general's controversial postwar opinions and positions as on his military record. As such, Confederate Struggle for Command is a welcome and
well-researched addition to Civil War historiography.
Stephen Taaffe
Stephen F. Austin State University

Lincoln and His Admirals Craig L. Symonds (Oxford University Press. 198
Madison Avenue, New York, NY 20026-4314), 2008. Contents.
Acknowledgements. Introduction. Abbreviations Used in Notes.
Bibliography. Index. P. 430. $27.95. Hardcover.
During the last election, presidential candidate Barak Obama attempted to
draw numerous parallels between himself and Abraham Lincoln. This strategy
continued after the election, and included a special train ride to reinforce the
political imagery. Symonds' Lincoln and His AdmiraLJ is an excellent book for
readers interested in the Civil War, naval history, or the presidency of Abraham
Lincoln. The attempts by President Obama to emphasize the parallels between
himself and Lincoln make reading the book even timelier.
Symonds moves the reader from the beginning of Lincoln's presidency,
when he openly admitted that he knew "little about ships". through the end of
the War. The reader will enjoy the opportunity to see inside the early meetings
of Lincoln and the men who ran the United States Navy of the day. They will
further enjoy seeing Lincoln mature in his understanding of the complex bureaucracy. steeped in naval tradition, and develop a command of the men who previously took unbridled advantage of his lack of experience as a chief executive.
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Readers will be reminded of the many stories about Lincoln, from his
reluctance to enter the War, to his attempts to shorten the struggle through
negotiation, and his passion for preserving the Union. These aspects may be
enlightening to some readers, who may be less familiar with Lincoln's transformation into an astute naval strateglst, as well as his successful direction of
the amphibious assaults that led to the capture of Norfolk.
Symonds' work provides a needed insight into an aspect of the Lincoln
presidency that is little explored and into the operations of the Navy during the
Civil War. Readers may find it amusing when they identify traits in Lincoln's
early presidency that remind them of modern concerns expressed by many
about President Obama's lack of executive experience.
George R. Franks, Jr.
Stephen F. Austin State University

The Sutton-Taylor Feud: The Deadliest Blood Feud in Texas Chuck Parsons.
(University of North Texas Press, 1155 Union Circle #311336 Denton,
Texas 76203), 2009. Contents. List of Illustrations_ Acknowledgements.
Introduction. Appendicc~. Endnotes. Selected Bibliography. Index_ P. 388.
$24.95. Hardcover.

During the Reconstruction Era in Texas, personal quarrels betwecn factions
and families made portions of Texas lawless and sometimes dangerous. Federal
commandcrs supplanted the traditional civil authority across the South by placing their own handpicked men to head these vacant civil positions. In the wake
of this abrupt change of power, the perception of justice was undennined and the
law fell into the hands of civilians, sometimes at the expense of the innocent.
Chuck Parsons in this book vividly narrates the deadliest and longest lasting civil conflict in the state of Texas, the Sutton-Taylor feud. The Suttons and
the Taylors made up more than two nuclear families; the conflict involved hundreds of different people ranging from total involvement to little or none at all.
The Suttons and the Taylors wcre both victims and aggressors in a vicious cycle
of violence and revenge. For several years, the ~tate-namely the executive
power-remained out of the picture and let the feud turn regional across the
Gulf Coast and central parts ofTexas. The lack of action by the state led to great
problems for the Texas Rangers, who later intervened to help bring order to the
chaos while already stretched thin in this region. This feud proved so deadly
that not even the law was safe from the treacheries committed.
Parsons writes a comprehensive account of Texas' most deadly feud by
constructing an unbiased approach of the events that happened during the late
18605 and 1870s. He examines the different factions through numerous confrontations and takes the reader a step further, by giving insight from various
accounts from parties involved in the conflict. Parsons no doubt tells a brilliant
account of this historic, yet deadly time in Texas history.
Mike Godfrey
Katy, Texa~
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From Guns to Gavels: How Justice Grew Up in the Outlaw West. Bill Neal
(Texas Tech University Press Box 41037 Lubbock, TX 79409-1037),
2008. Contcnts. Illu strations. Maps. Preface. Acknowlcdgments .
Introduction. Chronology. Bibliography. Index. P. 364. $29.95.
Hardcover.
Bill Neal, as a public speaker or private conversationalist, is a master storyteller, clever, folksy, and humorous-and always thought provoking. As an
author he brings these same qualities to his books. He grew up on a West Texas
ranch, and after pursuing the study of law he spent twenty years as a prosecutor, then twenty more as a defense attorney. By the time Neal retired from the
legal profession, he had compiled a rich fund of knowledge about cow country homicide cases, as well as a deep understanding of courtroom tactics and
the criminal mind.
His award-winning first book, Getting Away with Murder on the Texas
Frontier. was an lnsightful romp through a series of sensational shootouts and
celebrated trials of the later nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. His second effort, From Guns to Gavels: How Justice Grew up in the Outlaw West, is
even better.
From Guns to Gavels deals with the same time period, but the violent
episodes and participants and trials are connected. The central character is
Tom Ross, who came to the Texas frontier as an adventurous teenager during the 1880s. During the next four decades Ross (who used ahascs for long
periods of time) drifted in and out of outlawry, acquired a cattle ranch and a
family, engaged in deadly gunplay, and was the subject of important legal
action.
Related individuals and events include the 1893 gunfight in Quanah
between famed Texas Ranger Captain Bill McDonald and Sheriff J .P,
Matthews; the 1895-96 crime spree led by the vicious fugitive Red Buck
Weightman; the 1896 bank robbery and lynching in Wichita Falls; the 1912
murder in Paducah committed by millionaire cattle king Burk Burnett and his
bodyguard, Tom Pickett; and the audacious 1923 assassination in Seminole of
stock detectives Dave Allison and H. L. Roberson. The trials involving these
and associated incidents introduce a host of colorlul lawyers and courageous
judges. Neal carefully. and with revealing insight, develops the theme of his
book: "A transition from no law to Winchester law to Lynch law to courtadministered law was a bloody trail that progressed, haltingly and painfully,
from guns to gavels" [po 278].
From Guns to Gavels is an exceptional contributlon to the field of outlaw
and lawman history, culminating in thoughtful conclusions about the rule of
law and preservation of civil liberties in today's age of terrorism and growing
domestic power by the federal government.
Bill O'Neal
Carthage. Texas
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Watt Matthews of Lnmbshead 2"d edition Laura Wilson (Texas State Historical
Association, Austin, Texas), 2007. Contents, Photographs. Notes.
Bibliography. P. 150. $39.95. Cloth.

Originally published in 1989, Watt Matthews of Lambshead has won several awards: Best Nonfiction Book by the Southwestern Book Sellers Assoclation,
Western Wrangler Award for Best Art Book by the National Cowboy HaJJ of
Fame, RestArt Book by the Rocky Mountain Book Publishers' Association, and
a Cltation from the San Antonio Conservation Society. Marvelous photographs
combined with interesting text chronicle the history of Lambshead Ranch, a
sixty-two square mile spread in Throckmorton and Shackleford Counties, operated by Watkins "Watt" Reynolds Matthews. Born in 1899, Watt was the last survivlng son of John "Bud" Alexander Matthews and Sanie Reynolds Matthews,
and the youngest of nine children. His parents' families began running cattle on
untitled land along the Clear Fork of the Brazos River in the 1850's, Bud
Mathews first acquired land in the early 1870's, which was the beginning of
Larnbshead Ranch. Bud and Sallie married in 1876.
Except for four years attending Princeton, Watt spent his entire life at the
ranch. He never married, but considered the ranch hands and their families as
his family and treated them accordingly. The ranch and its people were his life,
but he also took interest in local affairs. He was well known in Albany, the closest town, where he was active in church and served as a director of the bank.
It took Laura Wilson several years to compile the collection of photographs that are the substance of the book, and by the time she was ready to
publish in 1989, Watt was ninety years old and going strong. He arose every
morning, spent long days handling the business of the ranch, taking occasional catnaps, and often entertained friends and visitors until late in the evening.
Watt Matthews died in 1997 at the age of ninety-eight. Directing the affairs of
the ranch for many decades, he prided himself on his ability to anticipate and
deal with every detail. He was mostly successful, except that he had never chosen a successor.
The brief afterword in the second edition of this masterpiece deals with
family efforts to plan the future of the ranch after Watt's death. Watt's family
consisted of more than seventy people with diverse interests, and for a time
could not decide what to do. Eventually, they agreed to place Matt Matthews,
an experienced rancher and great grandson of Watt's parents, in control of the
ranch, He began working in 2005, his presence pulling the family together.
Many members with little or no direct interest in the cattle business are now
involved in the financial and legal aspects of the ranch, and in the pres.ervation
of its buildings, furnishings, and historical documents.
Watt Matthews of Lambshead belongs in the library of anyone interested
in the rural heritage of Texas. It is a magnificent testament not only to Watt and
the people of Lambshead, but to the importance of the cattle industry to the
social and economic history of the state.
Kenneth E. Hendrickson, Jr.
Midwestern State UniversityWichita Falls, Texas
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Forgotten Fights: Little Known Raids and Skirmishes on the Frontier, 1823 to
1890 Gregory F. Michna and Susan J. Michna (Mountain Press
Publishing Company, P.O. Box 2399, Missoula, MT 59806), 2008.
Contents. Preface. Maps of Battle Sites. Summary, Notes. Bihliography.
Index of Fights by State. General Index. P, 384. S28.00. Hardcover.
Following a design that received accolades in an earlier work,
Encyclopedia of Indian Wars: Western Battles and Skirmishes, /850-1890
(Mountain Press, 2003), the Michnos provide accounts of over three hundred
smaller skirmishes and Indian fights across the western half of the country.
Eighty-five of those are in Texas, but only two of the fights detailed in the
book occurred east of the Trinity River. Works on Indian conflict rarely avoid
conclusions about the legitimacy of that part in our nation's history. In this
work, the authors steer clear of that pitfall by presenting detailed infonnation
from a variety of sources in a chronological and geographic format.
The book's strength is its format, although somewhat of an obstacle for
researchers investigating a particular region or timeframe. The fights in Texas
can be found using a simple map from the book, but it can be difficult to follow any series of conflicts occurring in a particular area over time. For example, the author's excellent summary on page 321 states that Montague County
lost forty-three citizens, killed or captured in 1866 alone. However, Montague
County is not indexed; therefore the reader must glean that information from
separate accounts. This is a minor obstacle for any diligent reader focused on
specific threads of local history. The authors have presented a wealth of information about smaller battles, which will support research with varying goals
and interests. It was these smaller battles that most impacted settlers and
descendants held hostage by fears of death, injury, or capture. By providing
the smallest bits of well-researched information for the reader, any researcher
can assemble the data collected as they wish. The collection of information
and the outstanding bibliography found here effectively serve as a valuable
toolkit for anyone seeking insight through facts.
Gary Pinkerton
Silsbee, Texas

Ballies of the Red River War: Archeological Perspectives on the Indian
Campaif[n of 1874, J. Brett Cruse (Texas A&M University Press, 4354
TAMU College Station, TX 77843-4354), 2008. Contents. List of
Illustrations. List of Tables. Foreword. Acknowledgements. Notes.
Bibliography. Index. P. 250. $29.95. Hardcover.
J. Brett Cruse's book brings together history and archeology, shedding
new light on the Red River War of 1874, the event that opened up the Texas
Panhandle to increased white settlement. Traditionally, archeology and history have remained separate fields, and rarely did either profe~sion reach out
towards the other. Over the last few decades that changed, this book reflects
the continuing effort to bridge the divide. Through analyzing artifacts, the
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author expands our knowledge of the equipment and tactics used by both
sides, by which he sets out to test written accounts of the war. In many cases,
the findings confirm written sources, but also contribute levels of detail never
before recorded. On occasion, Cruse disproves long held assumptionfi. For
example, based on the distribution of artillery craters and spent cartridges, the
author concludes that the first battle of the war, the Battle of Red River, did
not take place where previous researchers had assumed.
Early chapters provide a good historical background to the conflict, and
subsequent chapters maintain a brief narrative of the conflict's twists and
turns. The real contribution of the work, however, is in the detailed discussions
of archeological findings. Through more than 150 illustrations, readers can
follow the process of historical archeology from initial surveys to artifact
recovery, to proper interpretation of items such as munitions. brushes, and buttons. The author also highlights some additional difficulties archeologists face
when finding and accessing dig sites on privately held lands. Cruse's writing
effectively presents the complexity of his team's findings while remaining
refreshingly free of overly technical jargon. This hook should appeal to any
researcher interested in white-native conflicts, historical archeology, or military technology.
Andrew Lannen
Stephen F. Austin State University

The Fall Of A Black Army Officer: Raci.'im and the Myth of Henry O. Flipper
Charles M. Robinson, III (University of Oklahoma Press, 2800 Venture
Drive Norman, OK 73(69), 2008. Contents. Illustrations. Preface.
Acknowledgements. Introduction. Bibliography. Index. P. 197. $26.95.
Hardcover.
The Fall OfA Black Army Officer is a concise and notable revision of the
trial, court-martial, and expulsion from the United States Army of Henry O.
Flipper. Charles Robinson's book is an expanded study of his earlier works on
the Flipper court-martial. Robinson, who has written extensively on the military in the American West, challenges the long-held interpretation that
Lieutenant Flipper, the first black West Point graduate, suffered from a racially motivated witch hunt at Fort Davis, Texas, in 1881. As a result of this witch
hunt, Lt. Flipper lost his commission and claimed that the prejudiced tribunal
manufactured charges against him and did not give him a fair trial simply
because he was African American.
The embezzlement charges against Lt. Flipper stemmed from missing
funds from the camp commissary, while Flipper served as acting assistant
quartermaster. Once the financial shortage was discovered, Robinson contends
that the army provided a capable defense for Flipper, and that both Flipper and
his defense attorney accepted the jury's verdict without challenge. As the trial
unfolded, however, Flipper began to rely more heavily upon the premise that
the army and his commander, Colonel William Shafter, wanted the young lieutenant out of the army.
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While Robinson does not argue against racism in the army, he does present ample evidence that the court-martial of Lt. Flipper was not racially motivated. In fact, Robinson goes to great lengths to provide evidence that race was
not a factor in the trial. The not-guilty verdict, on charges of embezzlement,
tends to support Robinson's claim, but Flipper's subsequent dismissal has
raised flags of racism over the years. Innocent of embezzlement, the jury did
find Flipper guilty of conduct unbecoming an officer, a charge that cost
Flipper his commission.
Fhpper's dismissal was not dishonorable and does not appear to have
been conducted with malice. The Fall Of A Black Army Officer is sohd study
of military justice in the late nineteenth century, but it is also an examination
of the myth and legacy of Lieutenant Henry 0. Flipper. Well-written and with
a thorough use of primary sources, Charles Robinson's study of the Flipper
trial and its impact is an important historical contribution.
Steve Short
Collin College

Yeoman, Sharecroppers, and Socialists: Plain FuLk Protest in Texas, ]8701914 Kyle G. Wilkison (Texas A&M University Press 4354 TAMU
College Station, TX 77873-4354), 2008. Contents. Acknowledgements.
Introduction. Conclusion. Appendix. Notes. Bibliograpy. Index. P. 297.
$40,00. Hardcover.

In Yeuman, Sharecroppers, and Sucialists: Plain Folk Protest in Texas,
1870-1914, Kyle G. Wilkison, a professor at Collin College, examines the
response to modernity from "plain folks" in the later nineteenth century to the
early twentieth century. The book focuses on the rural population of Hunt
County, and in a broader sense East Texas. Wilkison argues that the rising tide
of a cotton-based economy led to a decline in self-sufficiency and land ownership, a rise in tenancy, and the destruction of a social network based on family and community. In turn, displaced yeomen and sharecroppers registered
their discontent through political protest, reaching its numerical peak in the
18908 during the Populist era, and then turning to militancy in the Socialist
period of the early twentieth century.
Using over 50 oral interviews and census data, the author provides concrete details of the lives of "plain folks," from their food and pa~times to their
family economy and gender roles. He also reveals the yeoman's "sense of
community; its persistence; its character, divisions, and limits" (p 81). As the
changing post Civil War economy strained their livelihood, a significant
minority of rural poor people confronted the economic assault upon their communities. The debate centered over "the land question" and the morally correct basis for ownership. As more yeomen became displaced, "theirs was the
first generation where the angriest and ablest were unable to simply puB up
stakes and head off into the vast West" (p. 209). Without a safety valve, many
joined the ranks of the Populists and then agrarian socialism.
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Wilkison's book is a welcome addition to a growing body of scholarship
documenting the natlon's transltion from farm to city. While much has been
written about the economic decline and rural depopulation, among the
strengths of the book is the connection identified between socialist voting and
"plain folk" protest. Well researched and written, it should benefit students and
scholars interested in social, agricultural, and regional history.
Mary L. Kelley
Lamar University

The Bi!? Rich: The Rise and Fall o.f Texas Oil Fortunes Brian Burrough (The
Penguin Press, 375, Hudson Street New York, New York 10014-3658),
2009, Contents. Introduction. Epilogue. Notes. Bibliographical Notes.
Index. P. 466. $29.95. Hardcover.

The discovery of oil in Texas helped dcflne a generation of Texans. More
than simply filling the empty pockets of poor men ~ the oil boom engendered a
redefinition of what it meant to be a Texan. Men rose and fell in staggering
numbers during the twentieth century-over the sweet, crude liquid gold.
In chronicling the history of oil in Texas, Brian Burrough writes with such
a personal intimacy that one suspects hc experienced all these events firsthand. His use of personal letters and diaries, business ledgers, newspaper and
magazine articles, and government documents opens the mind of oil giants
such as Roy Cullen, Sid Richardson, H.L. Hunt, and Clint Murchison - the
Big Four. He examines the consequences of the oil discoveries that sparked the
boom in East and West Texas, and how the Big Four greatly lnfluenced the
outsider image people had of Texans.
Burrough succinctly organizes each chapter into shorter subsections
which allow the reader to gain insight about the actions of the Big Four and
how they represented a break with continuity indicative of a new emerging
class. Such organization creates a smooth. free-flowing read. Burrough's language is plain and easy with the minor exception~ of the technical language
used in explaining the oil drilling process. The most notable problem with
Burrough's book is the lack of in-text citation. While he covers the sources in
a superb manner, Burrough does not properly document quotes in text and the
reader is left to wonder which sources the quotes are teamed.
The discovery of oil in Texas had both socioeconomic and political implications. Men and thelT famlhes were now able to purchase everything they had
wanted, including in some cases whole islands, such as Clint Murchison's
ranch on Matagorda Island. The spendthrift that Texas oilmen portrayed to
those outside the state eventually led to thc 1950s-stcreotypes where every
Texan wears cowboy boots and cowboy hats, and spend enonnous amounts
of money on frivolous items.
Nathan Copling
Wright City, Missouri
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Flash Floods in Texas, Jonathan Burnett (Texas A&M University Press, 4354
TAMU, College Station, TX 77843-4354). 2008. Content. Illustrations.
Tables. Appendix. Notes. Index. P. 330. $35.00. Hardcover.
Water, too much, too soon, plays a momentous role in the lives of Texans.
The state's thirteen major rivers are fed by more than eleven thousand named
streams and countless other creek beds that overflow with the least provocation from sudden downpours. As a result, Texas frequently outranks all other
states in annual deaths caused by flash floods.
At fault. claims author Jonathan Burnett in Flash Floods in Texas, are features of the landscape, especially the Balcones Escarpment and Edwards
Plateau, as well as location, where northern cold fronts collide with warm Gulf
moisture. Also at play is a lack of effective flood control and plain good judgment. In documenting major historic Texas floods, Burnett seeks to raise
awareness of the destructive power of water in hopes that such infonnation
may inspire change and caution. Burnett, a semiconductor engineer and a student of geography, consulted experts in flood studies, hydrology, and weather.
His research also includc~ historic photographs, newspapers. journals, and
manuscripts, published and unpublished.
Burnett succeeds in bringing together, in one unique and accessible place, an
instructive and visually appealing history of Texas's flash floods over a century
in time. The chapters. arranged chronologically, highlight twenty-eight months
between April 1900 and July 2002 that witnessed some of the state's most catastrophic flood events. Supporting each account are charts of rainfal1 amounts contributing to the overflow and maps of the affected river basins. Amazing photographs and eyewitness stories add human interest to the factual data. Chapters on
the flood of downtown Houston in December 1935; the deluge of north Dallas in
May 1966; and the Houston flood caused by Tropical Storm Allison in June 200 I ,
cover events relative to East Texas. To complete the history, Burnett furnishes an
appendix describing the causes and outcomes of 119 Texas floods, many in East
Texas, covering a broad period from 1819 to 2006.
Lois E. Myers
Baylor University

Capturing Nature: The Cement Sculpture of Dionicio Rodrfquez, Patsy
Pittman Light (Texas A&M University Press. 4354 TAMU. College
Station, TX 77843-4354), 2008. Contents. Color & B&W Photos. Notes.
Bibliography. Index. P. 135. $30.00. Hardcover.
Patsy Light's thoroughly researched, beautifully written, and lavishly illustrated work on trabejo rustieD craftsman Dionicio Rodriguez (1891-1955) provides a
small bonanza for the literature of Texas art and twentieth cenmry history. And for

anyone who has seen and touched this master's "faux bois" works-bridges and
benches as "wood and bark" imitated in reinforced concrete with fantastic detail
and color-light's documentation answers many questions such as "who?" and
"how?" She also provides succinct guidance for anyone who wonders "where?"
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Rodriguez came to Texas from his central Mexico origins in 1924, bringing the skills of an accomplished brick mason plus his secrets of cement mixturc!\ and coloring. With these skills, he combined observation of nature's textures and hues, dexterity through special tools, and choreographed timing to
complete each final object just before its cement dried. To see his extensive
works in Brackenridge Park in San Antonio and Pugh Memorial Park in North
Little Rock, Arkansas, is to wonder, "just how old is this?" To learn of smaller works in Houston, Beaumont, Port Arthur, and perhaps Dallas is to journey
through the art and business worlds of the 1920s through 1950s, and to marvel at Rodriguez's accomplishments and mobility.
The author knew of Rodriguez's works since moving to San Antonio in
the 1960s. Through a series of encounters with more of his works, particularly in Tennessee and Arkansas, in the 1990s Light set upon an inventory not just
of thc artist's work but also of his elusive life. With the help of fellow San
Antonio historian Maria Watson, and accomplished photographers Boh Parvin
and her two daughters, Light assembled the incredible story of Rodriguez, trabejo rustieo, and a snapshot of the United States in the boom of the 1920s
through the Great Depression and World War II.
James W. Steely
Phoenix, Arizona

De'iegregating Private Higher Education in the South: Duke, Emory, Rice,
Tulane, and Vanderhilt Melissa Kean (LSU Press, 3990 West Lakeshore
Drive, Baton Rouge, LA 70X08), 2008. Contents, Acknowledgements.
Introduction. Conclusion. Notes. Selected Bibliography. Index. P. 333.
$55.00. Hardcover.
In this thoughtful, well-paced study, Melissa Kean has crafted an intricate
examination of the various ways in which private universities in the South
confronted the issue of mandated desegregation. Focusing on the push to end
racial discrimination in admissions at Duke, Emory, Rice. Tulane, and
Vanderbilt. Kean has produced an excellent examination of the various twisted contours of the Civil Rights Movement as it impacted higher education. An
elite story by design. focused mainly on the administrations of top-tier
schools, Kean provides a detailed look at the mechanizations of white administrations desperate to maintain their control regardless of the final verdict on
the issue of desegregation. Power, as much as race, defines this story as administrators developed plans to reverse decades of racialized admission standards.
Kean does a fine job balancing regional and national concerns in constructing
this strongly researched study.
Telling a story that spans a large geographic space, Kean wisely weaves
her narrative around a chronological rather than institutional framework. This
organizational method helps focus the attention on the larger general shifts that
were occurring at private colleges and universities across the South, while lessening possible repetition through school reiteration. This system also under-
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scores the general similarities between places such as Houston, Texas;
Nashville, Tennessee: and New Orleans, Louisiana as proponents of racial separation and consistently posited segregation (an institution a handful of decades
old) as ancient and commonplace as the weather. Kean also shows that the fracturing of the status quo came from a variety of pressures and that the splintering of segregation became manifest as uneasy partnerships based on mutual
goals-if not mutual motivations-merged in the late 1950s and early 19605.
Although generally focused on the rocky path toward desegregation made
by five universities, some of the strongest parts of the book (fortunately for
scholars interested in East Texas) focus on the history of desegregation at Rice
University. As with the other schools, Kean had a wealth of administrative
records to construct her study, but the Rice sections are unique because of the
large collection of student newspapers used to provide balance. These sources
help illustrate the ways in which the desegregation issue at Rice was unique.
Rice, for example, was one of the only schools in this study that maintained
explicit racial language in its charter, which allowed the school's administration to forestall desegregation. In addition, Rice (at least as presented by Kean)
was one of the few schools to have active student voices at odds with the
administration. With the sources at her disposal, Kean could have easily
formed the Rice sections into their own monograph. As it stands though, this
five-prong study goes a long way to illustrate the complexities and ambiguities present in the push to desegregate higher education.
Strongly researched and engagingly written, Melissa Kean has produced
an astute study of [he fight to reform admissions at a variety of public institutions throughout the South. An invigorating study that should spark debates
concerning the push to end desegregation in higher education, Kean's book is
a welcome addition to the growing historiography of race in universities.
Court Carney
Stephen F. Austin State University

Early Texas Schools: A Photographic HiJtory, Mary S. Black, Text, Bruce F.
Jordan, Photographs (University of Texas Press, P,O. Box 7819, Austin,
TX 78713-7819) 2008. Contents. Notes. Sources. Photographs. Index. P.
212. $39.95. Hardcover.
Concern for the education of its children has been a consistent theme in
the history of Texas from earliest times. Then, as now, education was seen as
the means of advancing one's status and prospects in life. The failure of the
Mexican government to establish a public system of education was one of the
grievances specifically addressed in the Texas Declaration of Independence
and setting aside public lands to fund the establishment of primary schools
was among the first acts of the Congress of the Republic of Texas. In Early
Texas Schools: A Photographic History, Mary Black and Bruce Jordan trace in
words and pictures the evolution of Texas' public schools and the efforts of
Texans of all ethnicities to educate their children during the state's first century of existence. Black, a veteran teacher in Texas public schools and a fonner
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professor at the University of Texas at Austin, and Jordan, an "occasional educator" and documentary photographer, teamed with the University of Texas
Press to produce a volume that will be of interest to educators, historians, and
anyone who ever attended a school like those shown in the illustrations, some
of which have housed schools for over one hundred years.
In thirty-four pages of highly readable text Black briefly but thoroughly,
traces the development of Texas schools from the earliest beginnings to the
middle of the twentieth century, from one room, multlpurpose structures such
as the Junction school attended by President Lyndon B. Johnson (p. 2), to the
elaborate, Spanish Renaissance style Thomas Jefferson High School in San
Antonio (p. 157). The narrative introduces Jordan's photographs grouped into
four geographical sections of East, Central, South, and West Texas. A map preceding the text delineates the counties included in each region. The artistically chosen and composed black and white images compliment the text and
depict the state's early school buildings in various states of preservation, from
the stark foundation stones of the Fort Davis post chapel school (p. 194), to an
impressive view of the twin towers of the Gothic style main building of Our
Lady of the Lake University in San Antonio (p. 146). Views of abandoned
buildings with steps overgrown with weeds, leaves blown into comers of
classrooms, and tom t:urtains hanging forlornly in windows that have long
since lost their glass panes evoke a strong sense of sadness. Others, such as
those of pressed tin ceilings, old-fashioned back-to-front desks bolted to runners, and playground equipment such as swings, see-saws, slides, and merrygo-rounds, recall memories of school days past for those who attended classes in such buildings.
This volume will be of interest to any educator and should prove a valuable reference for students of the history of education in Texas. An index of
the buildings shown in the illustrations is a helpful aid to anyone seeking information on a particular school.
Jimmy Partin
Stephen F. Austin State University

Death Lore: Texas Rituals, Superstitions, and Legends of the Hereafter
Kenneth Untiedt, Editor. (University of North Texas Press, 1155 Union
Circle #311336, Denton, Texas 76203-1336), 2008. Contents. Preface.
Introduction. Contributors' Vitas. Index. P. 275. $36.95. Hardcover.
"Never take life too seriously; after all, you will never get out alive." We
could all do well in remembering that adage at times, as the introduction of
this book establishes, "death is universal and occurs without regard to culture,
gender, social status, ethnic background, [or] country of origin.. .it is the focus
of more folklore than anything else" (p. 1). Death is a subject closely familiar
to us all. For that rcason Kenneth Untiedt devoted an entire book, having compiled an eclectic collection of folklore essays on the subject. Delving tastefully into that which many would consider macabre, the general theme throughout speaks to our shared ideas of mortality, as it relates to Texans.
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As a publication of the Tex.as Folklore Society, the book should be identified thusly as a work of folklore rather than purely history. That being said,
Death Lore: Texas Rituals, Superstitions, and Legends of the Hereafter,
nonetheless presents the reader with an intern/oven tapestry of essays on the
hereafter, fluctuating between folklore and history. Folklore serves integral to
the overall historical meta-narrative, and though tales of folklore may be of
questionable veraclty, and without references, they may provide us some of
the richest aspects of our history. This compilation effectively mingles folklore
and history in an informative, enlightening and entertaining manner.
Some essays found within are more historical in nature than others, being
that these include source citations, indicating effort put forth by the authors at
historical research. These include: "Death Behind the Walls: Rituals,
Folktales, and True Stories," covering the intricacies of death as it occurs within the Prison at Huntsville; "Origins and Celebrations of EI Dia de los
Muertos," highlighting traditions among Hispanic Texans of honoring their
deceased; "Larger Than Life, Even In Death", which consists of interestlng
and ironic tales of some of the colorful characters who have lived and died in
Texas; and "'The Yellow Flower of Death" by Hortense Warner Ward. which
outlines the significance of this symbol, from its roots of human sacrifice to
Texas cattle brands.
The diverse essay ropics included within this book would appeal to historians, genealogist", sociologists, folklorists, or for that matter any reader. Overall.
Untiedt has done superbly approaching such a provocative topic, from authoring the introduction to the selection of essays-each adding their own flavor to
the theme. Though thcmcd a darker subject. this book is not only thought provoking and contemplative, but in places also humorous and inspiring.
Chris Elzen
Tyler, Texas
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THE TEXAS THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN
Sam Houston's foes Write to Albert Sydney Johnston
Margaret Swett Henson
Edited and with an Introduction by Donald E. Willett
This edition of letters to one of Sam Houston's sharpest critics, Albert Sydney Johnston, offers new annotation
and analysis, shedding light on his vision for the developing Texas Republic. 292 pp. Bib. Index. $29.95 cloth

TO GET A BETTER SCHOOL SYSTEM
One Hundred Years of Education Reform in Texas
Gene B. Preuss
Preuss examines the public policy wrangling and historical context leading up to and surrounding tne Gilmer-Aiken
legislation that increased salaries for schoolteachers. 152 pp. 8 b&w photos. Bib. Index. $34.95 cloth

PROMISED LAND
Solms, Castro, and Sam Houston's Colonization Contracts
Jefferson Morgenthaler
!n 1842, Sam Houston issued colonization contracts to establish peace with Mexico and the native population.
financing from Europe, and productive settlers for the new Texas Republic. Morgenthaler closely examines the
circumstances surrounding some of these contracts. 240 pp. Map. Bib. Index. $29.95 cloth

THE POLIO YEARS IN TEXAS
Battling a Terrifying Unknown
Heather Green Wooten
Wooten draws on extensive archival research and interviews conducted over afive-year-period to tell the story of
the epidemic and continuing aftermath of the polio epidemic in Texas. 256 pp. 28 b&w photos. 2maps. 1graph.
6tables. 3apps. Bib. Index. $45.00 cloth: $19.95 paper
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